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The advent of a holistic approach to ‘one health’

hei 4 3 between b
:mn:luh and envircnment has been made
y evident with the emergence

of pandemics such as COVIDHIS. It is not just
humans who are afected by pancemics but also
livestock — an example being the owtbreak of
hempy skin dsease that has spread across
CoumEries.

The recent decision on the ‘Matiomal One
Hiealth Missiom' by the cabinet morks a milestone.

In July 2022, the Prime Minisier's Science,
Technology, and Inmovation Advisory Council
(PMASTIAL) endorsed the setting up of the
‘Mational One Health Mission'. Since then, 13
Ministries and Departments as well as scienos
funding agencies — this inchades the Department
0 Science and Techmology, the Department of
Bintechnalogy {D8T), the Council of Scentific
and Industrial Research (C3IR), the Department
of Pharmaceuticals, and AYLISH, or Ayurveda,
Wioga and Maturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy — the Ministries of Health, Animal
Hushandry and Environment 2= well as Defence
came fiogether to shape the mission, taking one of
the most halistic approaches o one health and
pandemic preparedness in the world. There was
consensus among the leadership of these
Minisiries to have 2 Mational Instituie for Oone
Health. Based in Nagpur, it is to be the anchor in
courdinating activites nationally, and the nodal
agency to coordinate international activities
acrass the space of ane health. The foundation
stone af this institute was lid by the Prime
Minister Marencra Modi on December 11, 3022,

Muore a journey

‘The goals of the Mational One Health Mission” are
o develop strategies iurmhqﬂﬂ:d liseane
survesll Jaimt outh

coordinaed :Eean:l‘l..l.rld.ﬂmﬂupu'rmqmp
and ensure seamiless information sharing for
better contrl of routine disenses a5 well as those
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The National
e Health
Misston’ s the
resulr of
recognition that
uﬂl_l. a
coordinated
approach will
ersure a better
Fesponss o
disease
outhreaks

af a pandemic nature. While diseases that affect
humans sach as COVIDHS are well known,
dizeases that affect animals such as foot and
mouth disease or hemgy skin disease can hit
productivity and trade. Similarly, these and other
dizezmes sisch as canine distemper affect wild
animals and their conservation. Only a
eoardinated approach will ensure that we ane
betier prepared for such diseases as well as those
that cam cansse the next pandemic such as ndam
inﬂu.ennnr Hipah

E: d isi plete without
dmbelngabclnun!mlgm Focused RED
can ensure that we are better prepared for
emerging diseases through the development of
tnols such as vacdnes, thempeutics, and
diagnostics, that is crifical for India and the
workd. This is where all the participting
departments ssch as the DET, CSIR, the Indian
Council of Medical Research, the Indian Council
af Agricultural Research amd the Department of
Pharmaceuticals will ply a role. It is mot just
grvernment departments but also our academic
centres and the private sector that will be the
eritical stakehalders in making this a reality. All
these efforts can become effective only when
there is close coordination between the Centre
and States. Therefore, working with States will
not only help them in introducing this approach
im amuch betier wary at r]1.egn.mrnd. level, but the
lesssoms albso learned in the process of
implementation will help in evolving an efective
strabegy — the approach to One Health is mone a
Joumey than a destination.

A network of laboratories
Ursddeer the: missson, a mational network of
high-risk pathogen (Bicsafety level or BSL 3 and
BSL 4) boratories has been created. Bringing
such bboratories that are managed by different
departments wogether will serve o address the
dizeame owthreak response better regardless of

human, ammal and environmental sectors. There
will be better resource utilization of expensive
but much-needed infrastructure but also good
limking from across sectors better (o tackle
diseases such as Nipah that invole bats, pigs, and
bumars, for example.

Further, India has to mugment its epidemiology
ard data anahvtic capability. Under the mission,
efforts are being made to apply artificil
imtedligence (AL} and machine learning and
disease modelling to adidress these Eases and
eoordnate capacity buikling in epidemiology
acruss sectors. Emerging approaches such as
genamic surveillance from wastewater showed
promize charing the COVID-ES pandemic. This will
be excpanded to other sentinels such as places
wiheere animals (livestock or wildlife) congregate
for a broader et of diseases bo be taken up so
that we mainstream these approaches o be a
part af routine surveillance soross buman,
Ivestock and emvirommental sectors.

A global subject

“Cme Health' i a plobal topic. During India's
pruidmlqr of the G-, this approach was
highlightesd aned widehy end d bry all the
members o work together in specBic areas such
as building better surveillance cipacity, amalytic
capahility and setting wp an international
netwark of ‘One Health' instituies.

“Ome Healthy' is not just Emited to diseases, [t
concerns wider aspects such a5 antimicrobial
resistance, food safety, plant diseases and the
impact of chimate change on all of thess.
Intersectoral topics such a5 ‘One Health® reqguine
close engagement of not just different
prvernmental ag:m:i:sl:mt allu-

EHT- e ademia, the
private sctor and alsa citizens. Such an approach
fcused on an actionable framework will further
the: goal of moving doser to the darion call of
“Cme Earth, Ome Health® and “Health for A
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Katchatheevu demands thinking outside the box

n his Brst term in office, Primee Minister
Marendra Modi entrusted to his colleague
and then Undan Minister of State for Heavy
Industries and Public Emerprises, Pon
Radhakrishnan, the task of Ending a sshetion to
the Indian fshermen's isue with 56 Lanka. Mr.
Radhakrighnan had invited 200 fishermen from
Bameshwaram to hold discussions with the
vificials concemed in Mew Dedhi. As be was aware
off this writer's work an the subject, Mr.
Radhakrishnan invited this writer too. In a public
mesting at the Bhorativa Janata Party (BFYs
headquarters, 19 of the Eshermen spoke about
the ceding of Kabchatheevu and how Indian
fishermen were being shot by the 5ri Lankan
Kevy. Wheen this writer's turn came, he
complimentesd the fshermen for their lucid
speeches. But be added that none of them had
touched upon the relevant problem. At this point
hee asked: Do the Sri Lamkan Tamil Gshermen
havee the right o fish in their waters?” There was
stunmed silence in the hall.

From the perspective of Tamil Kadu, the noot
cause of the is a conflict of interests. On
the one side are the two governments which do
mot want e reopen the issue of Katcchatheevi, On
the other side are the Indian fishermen who will
ot easily give up a means of Brelthood which
thiey haree enjoyed for several years.

Theere are two interrelated iksues that should
‘e ket im miinel. First, the unilteral scrapping of
a hikateral agresment will have profound
consequences not onby on India-Sni Lanka
relations but also with several of India’s other
nsighbouring countries. Bilateral agreements
haree a sanctity of thedr own and canmat be
serapped based an the whims and Eancies of
EveTy [ty in power. At the same time, the
Centre shoukd be unged to take immesdiate seps
1o ensare the livelibood of fishermen on both
siches of the Palk Serait. [ would be urmse to
attempt to create a Berlin Wall in the Falk Strait.
India and Sri Lamka are like Siamese twins. What
afflicts one will affiect the other.

The quest for a peaceful solution

‘Thix writer's resesarch on the subject began in
early 50, The objective was i Bnd a peaceful
sulubion so that the livelihood of the fishermen
war ot in jeopardy. Theg,r:utstprulﬂem wWiE
that all the primary sources relating

Katchathesem had been taken murl:r_er:wDelhl
At that time there was no Right to Information
At and this writer had to rely on secondary
spurces and interviews with the lead players.

In 1574, Atal Bihari Vajpayee was in the
Oppasition. In a debate in the Lok Sabha, he
characterised the gifting of Kachathesn as
Bhooden. He asked BJP leader ana
Erishnamurthy to file a case in the Madmas High
Conrt seeking judical remedy. Jana's appeal was
dismissed berause he could not produce even a
shired of evidence o prove that Katchatheevs was
a partof the Zamindari of the Raja of Rammad
and that once the Zamindari was abolished, it
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had become a part of the Madras Presidency.

Adter stuchying the pros and oons, this writer
came up with bwo suggestions. First, get back the
islamd u{hdmhemurl]mumperpemrty -
Tin Bigha in reverse. The sovereignty of Sri Lanka
wonld be upbeld bt India could wse the island
andd the surrounding waters for the parposs of
Eishing as a result of lease in perpetuity. Thoase
danys, Tamil Nadu fishermen did not venture fr
into Sri Lankan waters. The soond suggestion
wias i allow Indian fshermen to fishin o
Landam waters up to five naustical miles. There
wils 2 precedent to this. Under the 1976

then Secretary Kewal Singh wisited
Bbaadras to hold disoussons, M. Karunanidhi
should hanve followed the stance taken by B.C.
Ry, whao went to the Supreme Court of India on
the iz of transfer of Berubari to East Paldstan.
B.C. Roy submitted evidence that Beru Bari was
an integral part of Indis and to give away Indian
berritory boa foneign country, the Constitution
sl have to be amenided. The Court upheld the
claim.

M. Karunanidhi should have filed a case in the
Court and prevented the ceding of the island.
Irlslurl ]l.egxami{munpunﬁlbythesm

&ri Lankan fish were | dttes]

resclution on a subject
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to fsh near the Wadge Bank, near
Kannivalumari, for three years. While the Tamil
Madu governments (both the All India Anna
Dinvida Munnetra Kachagam and the Dravida
Bhunnetra Kaxhogaam) accepted this writer's
suggestions, the greatest obstacle was in the form
of New Delhi refusing to reopen the isaoe.

Introduction of

Anciher important point needs to be highlighted.
I thee 19605 amed 19705, India Rced a swere
Erancial criss. Indira Gandhi gave several
imcentives for ventures that eamed foreign
exchange. At that tme prawns were a great
delicacy in Japan and the European countries. As
a resault, botiom trmders wers introdoced in the
Falk Bay. The ethmic condlict was a godsend for
the Inclian fishermen. The Sri Lankam
povernment had banned fishing and the Tamil
Bshermen from Sri Lanka came to Indi as
refiggees. They were employed by tmmder owners:
and with their guidance, Indim fshermen began
wenturing deep into S Lankan waters. India's
foreign exchange earnings went up, but most of it
was chee to provns thot were caught in Sri Lankan
WilETS.

The use af bottom trowlers did incalculbible
harm to the sea bed. The temders swept away
everything from the seq bed, resulting in no fish
being available on the Indian side of the Palk Bay.
Indlian fishermen have to enter Sri Lankan waters
b Bsh. And Sri Lankan fishermen beganito
complain that Indian trowlers would alss destroy
Eheeir sea bed. What is mare, bottom trawlers are
banned in 56 Lanka.

Thee meseed to herve good personal relations with
Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mrs. Bandaranaike was
the main reason guiding India’s Sri Lanka policy.
By early 1974, Mrs. Gandhi was determined o
cegde the island. According toS.P. hgnta, then
Diirector of the Legal and Treaties Division, M
Gandhi overruled the views of senior officals.
What is more, she was even prepared to modify
the median fne so tha Katchatbeevu would fall
o Ehe Sri Lankan side. The Agreement, however,
provided for the continued use of Sri Lankan
waters around the ishmd for the purposes of
Eishing, bunt this right was als ghen up under the
1976 Agreement.

M. Karursmidhi's attitude, to sy the least, was
strange. Before the signing of the Agreement,

mu:hm\t{'vuml:rtl‘lel:mm's_]umictnmlsmnt
hinding, whereas a judicial decision is binding on
all conoerned. This writer repeatedly asked then
Lanw Mindster 5. Madhavan why M. Karunanidhi
chid mot follow the West Bengal example. There
WElS O Cimvincng answer. i i reasomable to
eonchide that Mew Delhi had blackmailed 8.
Karunanichi into submision.

Towo inberrelated points muest be highlighted.
Even if Indian were 1o get back the isand of
Katchatheevu, the problems Exced by Indian
Eshermen will comBmoe. And, # the Sri Lankan
grvernment were io flea cise in the
Internatiomal Court of Justice — as the Philippines
lid against Ching a few years ago — India's image
in the comity of nations woukd take a nose dive.
Lﬂmmmtmlﬂquﬂﬂw
China_ The paliticians of varions bues in Tamil
Mach whio are raising an outcry todny about
Katrhathema should realise that the problems:
Indlian fshermen fBee are the result of Indian
Eshermeen venturing deep into Sri Lankan waters
and also the ewoessive use of bottom trawders,
which are banned in Sri Lanka.

The need for bold decisions

Every challenge provides an opportunity. The
problens in the Palk Bay can be solved only if we
start thinking outside the box. Here are two
suggestions. The Palk Bay is nota barter but a
eoevert the Palk Bay Erom being a contested
perritary toone that & a commaon heritage. The
first essential precequisite is for the Government:
of India to ban all shing equipment which are
bamnied in Sri Lanka. And then, we should work
b0 ensure that fishermen can equitably enjoy the
rich marine wealth. 'I'.h.mtarlhuafunrl.llﬂ Sri
Lankan fishermen can Bsh in the Palk Bay for
three dinys, while Indian fishermen can fsh on
the: other three days. One day can be a holiday.
Second, let us encourage the Tamil Bshermen of
bath countries fo meet, form cooperative
sncieties, and venture into deep-sea fishing. The
trawlers can be modified into vessels that can
assist the mother ship.

Such joint ventures will also help repair the
chimage Indian Bshermen hive ciused to the
livelihood of their Tamil counterpants. bt is andy
bald initiatives such as these that can kead toa
win-win situation.
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