STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Mandal, Mandir, and now Market

he three forces that define todany's
India were unleashed in the 12 months
between August 1990 and Auguast 1991
Thirty-three years kiter, it is thess
forces: that are finally being rewarded with India's
highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratno

The frst foroe, Mandal, was unleashed in
Augst 1990, when the VP Singh-led government
announced “backward ste” quots in central
government jobs. While reservations for
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes had been
recognised in the Constituion itself, quots for
middle castes began in the southem States from
the 950, Their adoption in the northern States
wars symbalised in the 1970s by Bihar Chief
Minister Karpoori Thakur. And, in 1990, they
became central government policy through the
implementation of the Mandal Commission
repart.

The second force that defmes today's India is
the building of a Bam temple in Avodhiya. The
mevement began in the eardy 19805 and was
addopted by the Bharatiya kinata Party (BIPhasa

e only bier. As [ argue in my book,
hugatbandi: The B Before Modi, LK. Adwani's
rath yafra an a converted Toyota, from Sommath
1o Aynddhna, that began in September 1990, was a
signal to the movement Exithful that the party was
fimally with them.

The third force unleashed on India was Prime
Mimisier PX. arasimha Rao's liberalisation. Like
with Mandal and Mandir, the Market's journey
had begun earlier. Prime Minister Bajiv Gandhi
had tried to free the economy from red tape but
Lscked the paolitical skills i nanvigate reform. It
wears oaly in mid-1931 that PV Narasimba Rao, the
miast skillesd] of political operators, overcamse his
many paolitical mndicaps o finally open up the
ECONKITY.

They define the leader too

‘These thres forces of Mandal, Mandir, and Market
contiue b -define India: indesd, they define
Narendra Modi himsel. The consecrabion of the
Bam temple bst month brooght the decades-long
mavement (o its culmination. br. Modi's BIF now
brands itsel as a backward ciste party. As the
schalar, Malin Mehta, has shown in his book, the
New BiF, the party's candidates and vobers
represent lower caste Hindus, not just upper
astes, The thind ‘M, markets, is just as central io
Mir. Maodi's politics. He iz spending
umprecedented amounts an the capital
expenditure regquired for business to grow, and
he hias improved India's ‘ease of doing business”.
‘The recent choice of Bharat Ratna recipients —
canferred an Karpoori Thadur, LK. Advani, and
Narasimha Rao - is the ultimate sign thot Mandal,
Mandir, and Market conBinoe to define India
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today. | will lesve it 1o others to denw lessons from
thee two ather recipients of the Bharat RBatna, i.e..
former Prime Minister of India and farm leader
Chaudhary Charan Singh and agricultural
scientist M5 Swaminathan. Let me, instead,
focis an the politician [ know best: PAL
Marasimha Rao.

A forgotien Prime Minister

When [ decided to write his biography in 2004,
Inddians had forgotien their Prime Minister from
1560 o 1996 An bry-League educated schalaron
South Asian politics asked me who Narasimba
Rao was. On my drive from Hyderabad airpart to
the affice of Namsimha Rao's son for our first
inberview, my cab driver had barely heard of him
and could ondy say, “He's the man after whom a
Hyover is named”. Rao had been discwned by his
own party and forgotten by everyone eke
iManmohan Singh being an hanourable
Exception).

Yet, my research showed that Narasimha Rao
needed to be resarrected. To help me were 45
cartons of his private papers and over a 100
imterviews with thase who knew him — from his
eoak to his physician io his Bnance minister. It
turned out that Marasimba Rao was mo bystander.
He actively plotted, cutmanceuvring the
pariamentary opposition, domestic capitalists,
and especially his oan Congress party, o open
Inlia's econamy o the ward.

Marasimba Rao's reforms wene not confined to
economics lone. The former External Affirs
Binister reariented India’s foreign policy towarnds
thee Undted States after the fall of the Berlin Wall;
e brought in welfure schemes (o the national
beved (thus being the forerunmer of today's
labfurrthi politics). He also ended militmcy in
Punjab while maraging it in Kashmir. Narasimba
Fao had his faileres. In the lead up to the
demolition of Babri Masjid, the Prime Miniser
beharved like a politician rather than a statesman
{though the allegation that he was part of the
conspiracy is withowt basis). More damaging was
his reaction to the anti-Sikh riots in 984, As
Umian Home Mingster, Narasimba Bao controlled
the Delhi police and could have ended the
wholence. But, he chose to listen b the Prime
Mindster's Office and do nothing. In my bicgraphy
af Ran, Haif Lion, [ called it his *vilest bour”.

These errors apart, the sheer scale of the
transformatiom Marasimba Bao brought about
needs a bnger andience. In particular, there are

The first is that India grows best when
politicians trust society rather than the state_In
economics, this means being open to the global
economy as well as the private sscior, This was
Ehe commmon sense view across the world in 15391,

Marasimha Bao's gendus was to translate this into
common practice. Tody, this free-market
consersws is under threat. The LS. — once a
bastion of free trade — i mouthing teriffs and
protectionism. And, for all the talk of “minimuem
prvernment, maximuom grvernance”, the central
government seems o think that an econonmy
grwshstw}wn the state's hand is clearly visible.

The second lesson is that Bberalisation-led
prowh is a precomdition for welfsne schemes. For
all ber talk of "garibi hatao', Prime Mingster Indira
Gandhi spent very litthe o remove poverty; her
prvernment simply did mot hove enough money.
What Marasimha Rao's sconomic reforms did
iatheit with a decade-long bg) was o canse a
bowem in tax revernse. This has enabled the
prvernment o spend amounts an the poor that
was unthinkable earlier.

When asked about his economic ideology,
Marasimha Rao replied, "My model is not
hargaret Thatcher but Willy Bramdt.” He was
referring to the sodial democratic Chancellor of
‘West Germarmy whao, like Narasimba Rao,
understood that free market capitalism and
state-driven redistribution are two sides of the
Sime coin.

A Faith in harmomy

Thee third, perhaps mast important, lesson is
harnessing the harmony embedded in Indian
civilisation. Marasimha Rao was a scholar of
Sanskrit and a devout Hindu, as the many
growing wp in the Nizam's Hyderabad state, he
bl Wbusdion Friemcls. Hee was also well read in
Koranic text and could speak Persan and Urdu
with felicity. From this knowledge of both
Hingluizmm aned [=lam, Kamsmia Bao unmderstood
the challenpes of co-existence, but was hopeful
that it was possible.

Amidst Narsimba Rao's private papers, |
foumnd a copry of the essay, ‘Clash of Givilizations”
bry e Harvard political scientist Samuel B
Huntington. Writhen in 1993, the ey paims
civilisations at war with one another, in
particular, Ik with the West. On the mangins,
inred ink and in flowing hand, Narasimha Rac
] written for his own eves only: “Why are thene
only Western examples being E,m:rlwhzn.-
winkence — on some pretext or the other - is the
basic propensity”. Narasimha Rao argued that
“there had been no religions wars in India® and
Bt that for every example of riots between
Hinlus amd Muslims, there were
counterexamples of non-vioknt co-existence. The
ultimate kesom from Karasimba Rao may not be
markets, foreign policy, or welfare. it may well be
his faith in our civilisational ability te mamge
refigious differences.
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The decline of America’s leadership

values platform, its military power, its

phvaital position in the ghobal financial
system, and as a technology pioneer. The
energetic pro-American bobby in India advocates
ever-closer engagement with the United Srates,
rejecting arguments about s diminkshing
influence.

This ki contradicted by authoritative
commentators such as lan Bremmer (“The US is
already the world's most divided and
dysfunctional advanced industrial democracy ™),
Laura Knenssherg (~Western leaders in 2024 [are]
mrappling with a workd where other dominant
countries are bess artached o conventional
international rubes) and Andrew Whitehead
(“America’s democracy seems to have lost the
ability o renew itself™) with former LLS.
President Donald Trump and current President
Joe Biden in the race for a second presidential
LErT.

These experts are supported by Jonathan
Freedland (“Not for nothing is there serious
concern in the US that January 2005 could open a
new chapter of US asuthoritarianism, even an
American dictatorship), Frank Gardner (“The
past 12 months have seen a number of sethacks
fior the US, Europe and other major democracies
«on the international politics stage_. they point o a
shifting balance of power away from the
Us-dominated, Western valses that have held
sway for years. On many fronts, the wind is
‘blowing in the wrong direction for Western
interests™) and Miall Ferguson (“The harsh reality
iz that the U3 i no Jonger very good at getting B
to do something that B would not otherwise do™)
which is more than evident in Israel's Gaza war.
Ferguson sdds that in purchasing power parity,
China, in 2023, had an economy that was a fifth
larger than that of the U5, To him American
problems were illegal immigration and deficits in
the rule of law, secondary education, public
health, new technologies, and the national debe
rising to $32 wrillion.

T he traditional sirengths of America are its
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Washingron is
failing to wse its
leverage in the
international
cmviromment

After the Second World War, the US. shaped
the niles-hased international system. A
rules-based order is an abstract concept; in
practice it was neither centred on rules nor was it
entirely global. It was a power-hased system
established by the UL, and its allies, and
Washington considered itself exempt from its
norms, particularly those prohibiting interference
in the internal affairs of other countries. The
American wars in Afghanistan and Iraq dissipated
America’s credibility due to its emphasis on
military expeditionism, evidenced by about 750
military bases in 80 countries, though Al Jazeera
says the number “may be even higher as noe all
data is published by the Pentagon”.

Polarization, issue of legitimacy

Actions speak bouder than values, and
Washington is failing to leverage its standing in
the international environment, thereby
empowering polarisation politically,
economically and culmrally. The US. withdrew
from the Trans-Pacific Parmership that
emphasised human rights, ransparency and
liberal demoeracy, and also from many other
international obligatons. While it sought
international dominance, domestic polarisation
induced idenlogical separation, rendering
coaperation in its two-party systemn non-existent.

In the West and parts of Asia, open liberalism
and globalisation made links of communiry,
family and society brittle, with many feeling
excluded from economic progress. Individual
freedom was juxtaposed against state, society
and law, and the movemnents of people have
resulted in a backlash sgainst immigration,
feeding populist movements.

The exercise of power is insufficient to be a
dominant geopolitical player; legitimacy is also
necessary. The most powerful leaders still crave
legitimacy both at home and abroad.

There is now a shif in power equations, with
challenges to the legitimacy of institutions and
leaderships. Mr. Trump and his supporters

openly question the validity of the U.5's electoral
system. American soft power, such as its
entertainment industry, which ks
non-government and unregulated, balances some
negativity, as do enduring alliances in Southeast
Asia and Europe, though U5, complicity with
lsrzed's vinbence against Palestinians has
scrambled all its pre-existing policies in West
Asia.

Moves by China and Russia
The leaders of China and Fussia are determined
o maintain their authoritarian regimes and seek
o reshape the international system, using trade,
pressure and diasporic ties to obstruce the spread
of western democratic values that have held sway
for decades. In parts of Asia and Africa, westemn
liberalism s often interpreted at worst as a smoke
screen for neo-imperialism, and ar best a8 an
insensitive expression of American and European
arrogance. And although there is no chance of
dethroning the intemational financial senlement
infrasrructure soan, BRICS” policies seem 1o
herald a contest berween bocal currencies and the
dollar because the risks in the current
dallar-centric system are unaccepiably high.
LL.5.-China security and economic competition
is the central issue in the world ioday, and will be
potentially dangerous in the years to come. China
campaigms to project power with mraditional and
non-raditional techniques, such as the Confucius
Instimutes, TikTok and gaming. lts prowess in high
rechnobogy and geo-engineering inspire
admiration, along with its programme of overseas
infrasrructure financing unmarched by any other
country. Due to internal dissonance, the U.S. has
failed to assume leadership in Artificial
Intelligence when compared o China and the
European Union, which are setting the standards.
Whether or not the LS. remains “the
indispensable nation”, as former U5, Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright termed it, India should
develop an advantageous relationship with
America while keeping in mind its deficiencies.
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