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Nipah breaks out again
in Kerala, claims 2 lives

Two more infected with the virus in Kozhikode; district put on high alert; Centre sends expert

team for assistance; State government opens control room, steps up surveillance, contact tracing

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE/NEW DELHI

ipah scare returned

to Kerala, with two

deaths from the vi-
ral infection being report-
ed from Kozhikode dis-
trict.

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya con-
firmed the deaths on Tues-
day. Two more cases of the
virus -~ transmitted from
animals, such as bats or
pigs, to humans and from
human to human - have
been confirmed.

The deaths of the two
patients - aged 44 and 40
- were reported on August
30 and September 11, res-
pectively. The nine-year-
old child of the second pa-
tient and his 24-year-old re-
lative are under treatment.
The condition of the child
is stated to be critical.

The samples were test-
ed at the National Institute
of Virology, Pune.

A Central team of four
experts has been sent to
Kerala to assist the State
government in surveil-
lance and reduction in res-
ponse time, Dr. Mandaviya
said. The government
medical colleges in Kerala
were issued guidelines on

Warning signs: People wear masks at a medical college in Kerala's
Kozhikode after the district was put on Nipah alert on Tuesday. P11

the precautions to be taken
and provided with protec-
tive kits, he said. “This isn’t
a new virus, and we have
some experience with
this," he said. Deaths due
to Nipah were reported in
the district in 2018 and
2021. The symptoms of Ni-
pah are fever, muscle pain,
and respiratory problems.
An infected person can be

asymptomatic, but can be
a carrier of Nipah.

Asked if India is looking
at importing drugs to treat
the patients, the Minister
said “no such need has
presented itself as of now™.
“The patients are being
managed well but in case
there is any requirement
we will definitely look into
it,” he said.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, in a social media
post, said there was no
need to worry as most of
those who were in close
contact with the deceased
were under treatment.

The Health Department
has sounded an alert in the
district. A control room
has been set up and people
have been advised to wear
masks.
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» PAGE 12

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Nipah breaks out again
in Kerala, claims 2 lives

Earlier in the day, State Health Minister Veena Ge-
orge who reached the district, chaired a high-level
meeting to evaliate the situation and said all pre-
cautionary steps are in place.

The State Health Department formed core
committees for surveillance, sample testing and
research management, contact tracing, and pa-
tient transportation management, among others.

The depariment has prepared a contact list of
168 persons. OF them, 158 are linked to the first pa-
thent and 10 are connected to the second patient.
The Minister said a fever survey was being under-
taken in Maruthonkara and Avancheri gram pan-
chayats, from where the two deceased hail from.
An isolation ward with 75 beds has been readied
at the Government Medical College Hospital in
Kozhikode.

A bat habitat survey too is being planned in as-
sociation with the departments of Forests and
Wild Life and Animal Husbarmdiy.

An expert team from the National Institute of
Virology (NIV), Pune, and the Indian Council for
Medical Research (ICMR) are expected to reach
Kozhikode on Wednesday. The NIV team will also
set up a bio-safety level-3 mobile lab to enable
testing of samples of suspected patients. The
ICMR ream will conduct an epidemiological inves-
tigation into the genesis of the infection wo.

“Hospitals and the health workers have been
instructed to follow the infection control proto-
col,” said Ms. George while advising people to
avoid unnecessary hospital visits.

According to the World Health Organisation
(WHO), Nipah has a relatively high case farality
ratio,

“Mipah virus infection can be transmitted
through contaminated food of directly from per-
S0 o person,” WHOD noted.

{With PTI inputs)
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NGT forms panel to simplify
and enforce guidelines for
Vinayaka idols’ immersion

Order follows a petition in the tribunal that sought prohibition of immersion in waterbodies and

a direction to create artificial ponds, in compliance with the CPCB guidelines, for the purpose

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

he Southermn Bench
T of the National

Green Tribunal
(NGT) has formed a com-
mittee, headed by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, De-
partments of
Environment, Climate
Change and Forests, to
simplify guidelines for idol
immersion during Vinaya-
ka Chaturthi in conso-
nance with the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) guidelines and en-
force them in all districts.

A petition filed by a resi-
dent of Chennai, Hariha-
ran, in the tribunal sought
prohibition of immersion
of idols in waterbodies to
avoid contamination and a
direction to create artificial
ponds for immersion in
compliance with the guide-
lines of the CPCB.

In its ‘Revised Guide-
lines for Idol Immersion’,
the CPCB states that as far
as possible, idol immersion
shall be encouraged only at
designated artificial con-
fined tanks.

“In cases where immer-
sion in rivers, lakes and
ponds is inevitable, arran-

In its revised guidelines, CPCB states that as far as possible, immersion of Vinayaka idols shall be
encouraged only at designated artificial confined tanks. £ LAKSHMI NARAYARAN

gements may be made for
construction of temporary
confined areas of adequate
capacity at designated
places with earthen bunds,
at least 50 m away from the
waterbody,” it said.

Noting that there was al-
ready an application
against contamination of
the Samalapuram lake in
Tiruppur over idol immer-
sion, the Bench - compris-
ing Justice Pushpa Sathyan-
arayana and  expert
member Satyagopal Kolar-
pati — said that when idols
were immersed in artificial

lakes, the remnants could
be collected and disposed
of. However, when they are
immersed in waterbodies,
they float away or get
washed ashore.

The NGT Bench ob-
served that the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High
Court had already passed
an order to incorporate the
revised guidelines of the
CPCB, and that the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control
Board (TNPCB) had sent a
communication to the dis-
trict authorities asking
them to follow the guide-

lines. But to ensure that
they were implemented,
the Bench ordered that a
committee comprising Se-
cretary, Public Depart-
ment; Additonal Chief Se-
cretary, Revenue
Administration; and Chair-
man, TNPCB, be
constituted.

“As the festival is fast ap-
proaching and in Tamil Na-
du, it is already proposed
that it will be celebrated on
September 18, 2023, let the
authorities take the neces-
sary action in this regard,”
it said.
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Population of donkeys declining drastically in Tamil Nadu, they
will become extinct if no conservation efforts are made: experts

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

Donkeys, our “beasts of
burden®, are capable of
carrying loads much hea-
vier than their own body
welght and can traverse
terraing  inaccessible 1o
other modes of transport.
Their milk, believed to
have medicinal value, is
one of the most sought-af-
ter ingredients for certain
cosmetic  products.  But
their population in Tamil
Nadu is declining drastical-
ly and the animals may
even die out in the State if
no conservation efforts are
taken, say experts.

“Mechanisation is the
main reason behind the
services of donkeys be-
coming redundant. For in-
stance, washermen, who
used the animal to carry
solled clothes to ponds/riv-
ers and then carry the
laundered clothes back 1o
customers’ homes, have
now opted for motor vehi-
cles....” said veterinarian 5.
Ganesh Kumar, who is stu-
dying the animals for his
doctoral  thesis  Perfor-
mance and Welfare Assess-
menl of Donkeys i the
Souithern  Agro  Climatic
Zone. According vo a 2012
census, there were 9,183
donkeys in Tamil Naduw,

According to a 2012 census,
there were 9,183 donkeys in the
State. The figure came down to
LAZE in 2019,

but their population came
down to 1,428 in 2019,
Earlier, donkeys were al-
so used for carrying river
sand. When there was a

ban on sand mining, don-
key-owners faced harass-
ment from the police and
other authorities and most
of them sold their animals
to escape the harassment,
Mr. Kumar said.

Some  establishments,
including a farm in Mukku-
dal in Tirunelveli district,
keep the animals and sell
their milk to pharmaceuti-
cal companies or local resi-
dents. But they are few and
far between. “The lyso-
zyme content in donkey
ilk is very high and is be-
lieved o be good for gut
health. However, we need
more research to establish
its real effect on gut

health,” said N. Kumarave-
lu, Dean, College of Food
and Dairy Technology,
who is also Mr. Ganesh Ku-
mar's research guide.
Across the world, beau-
ty products that use don-
key milk as an ingrediemt
are popular. In many parts
of Tamil Nadu, the dung of
donkeys is placed in septic
tanks as it has a high level
of microorganisms  and
prevents tanks from over-
flowing. Donkeys are sure-
footed animals and would
not ip over while carrying
weights. “The Election
Commission of India still
uses them to carry ballot
boxes 0 remote areas

where motor vehicles can-
not reach. They can also be
of immense help in farms
with drip-irrigation facili-
ties to carry manure and
other products...." Mr. Ku-
mar said.

Dr.  Kumaravelu said
there was a need (o put an
end to the practice of
breeding Tamil Nadu don-
keys with those from other
States. “The donkeys in Ta-
mil Nadu are dark grey in
colour with the mark of a
cross on their back. Now,
owners cross-breed them
with donkeys from other
States. This may result in
the extinction of the local
species,” he said.
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Rajnath lays foundation
stone for Nyoma airfield near
F the LAC in eastern Ladakh

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday virtually
laid the foundation stone
for the Nyoma airfield in
eastern Ladakh near the
Line of Acmal Control
(LAC) and also inaugurated
the crucial Nechiphu tun-
nel on the axis to Tawang
in Arunachal Pradesh.

In all, he inaugurated 90
infrastructure  projects
built by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) at a
cost of over ¥2,900 crore,
across 11 States and Union
Territories, which include
two revamped airfields in
Bagdogra and Barrackpore
in West Bengal, two heli-
pads, 22 roads and 63
bridges.

Of these 90 projects, 36
are in Arunachal Pradesh;
26 in Ladakh; 11 in Jammu

s

Rajnath Singh inaugurating the Devak Bridge, which is constructed
by the BRO in Jammu on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

& Kashmir; five in Mizo-
ram; three in Himachal
Pradesh; two each in Sik-
kim, Uttarakhand and
West Bengal; and one each
in Nagaland, Rajasthan and
Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands, a Defence Ministry
statement said.

“The Nyoma airfield, to
be developed at a cost of
approximately ¥200 crore,
will boost air infrastruc-
ture in Ladakh and aug-

ment the IAF's capability
along the northern border.
The Defence Minister ex-
uded confidence that the
airfield, which will be one
of the world’s highest,
would prove to be a game-
changer for the armed
forces,” the statement said.

Once completed, in
about two years, the run-
way will be able to accom-
modate all fighter jets of
the IAF.
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How fraternity in India is different from
the idea enshrined in the Constitution

Frarernity does not mean anvihing if it gosses over sodal inegualities and then invokes social solidarioe: Such a solidarity comes riding on the hate

against an imaginary other, and tends o maintain social status quo

Maoggallan Bharti

e e of fratemity, as

philosopher Angel Puyvol

argues in his A% book

Palifical Frafernity- Democrory
beyond Freedom & Democracy, should be
mainky undersiood in the domain of the
palitical. That i to sy that the concept
invnlves the emancipation and
empowerment of the people despite its
vamegated history, since the Gme of Plao;
and though neglected, it remains a
significant tenet of Bberal poliical
philosophy alomg with the ideq of Bberty
and squabity. India's independence
struggle, and the subsequent emergenoe
of constitutional democracy sew the
necessity of liberty, equality and
fratemity for a complex Indian society at
the precipice of becoming an
independent republic. In this conbext,
Ambedkar's stress on the inseparability of
the thres ideas and the underlining of
fratemity cannot be emphasised enough.
The framers of the Indian Constinstion
lersesw: thee sigmificance of fraternity ina
society, divided on the basis of various
hierarchical secial inequalities.

Iromically thowgh, fraternity also

happens: to be the constitutional value
that has received the maximum neglect
both in the world of ideas and in the
palitical Beld of action. However, the
notion of fraternity has its own joamey
wnhm]mla\.m:nh:g} regardless of its
Thuge poditical purchase otherwise. While
fratemity remains ooe of the chief goals
af India's parlamentary democracy, and
is actually the foundational poliical
ahjective af its constitutional democracy,
the current nature of India’s Fraternity is
different from the palitical fraternity
espoed in its Constitution.

Driging of the conoept
The idea of fraternity has been an elesve

cancept since ancient times. In Pato's
Lysiz, the philasopher imokes the word
philia {lowe) for the strong desine o
pursue wisdom. That is, love and
friendship with others becomes more
meaningful through the shoring of
knonwledge. The emphasis is on “share’
whiich gives us an early idea on the
discowrse of fraternity in ancient Gresoe.
In Aristotle, we see the emergence of the:
poiis — the bogical location of a man whoe
remains, first and foremost, a political
being, and hence is part of the polis and
ot of the wild. Justice and friendship
among citizens cume to be the most
enduring festures of the polfs. This bere,
is the birth of the idex of political
fraternity.

In the michile ages, frabemity
fourished mostly through religion, within
the churming of Christian sockety in
Europe. The concept of fraternity then
eventiually found its entry into politics
with the French revahstion of 783 in the
triptych of ‘Bherté, égalité, fraberndé’.
Fram the civic-podition friendship of
andent Gresce, to medieval Christian
sockety, and then to its revelutionary
dimension, frabernity has alwanys found a
place in the ever-evolving world of action.

Friemdship among equaks

In commumity ties, as M. C. Williams in
The Idea of Fratermity in America (9730
expliing, one sees an integral value
system which is the foundation of the idea
of fratemity. And it's not surprising that,
in the western workd, that is how the idea
of fratemity grew. The privileging of the
idea of commumity and the moral values
asocived with it, over the individial,
gradually ganve way to religious momlity
anel its assodabed “way of lifie”. This
elementary dimension of fraternity is
missing when we assess fratermal ties in
Indiia. For, in order to have fribemal
‘bonding between individuals, they must

e o shared past. And that shared past
b to be an amicable one, and cannot be
drnvn from ideological differences rooted
im the vast social inequalities among
different communities. Since ideological
motivations hamper political fraternity
between individimls, one has o have a
secular conception of fraternity, and
subssquently of its politics. Decidedly, the
shared history of India is marred by the
caste sysbem, and it militates against the
principle of eguality as well as the idea of
liberty. The traditional roots of crganisng
civic Bfein India is predominantly
commumal; but the Constitution privileges
the individual — enscomced in the lberty,
equality, and fraternity trofka — keading o
everyday conflict with commumity.
Therefore, the anly conception of
Eraternity feasible for India must be
roated in politics — the only realm where
caste privilege can be challenged. The
dumdswbenﬂrdmll:mrd and
illed through palitical
ard not from the stand pm:ltufum maral
considertions. One of the main ideas
behind the introdusction of 2 slew of
affirmative actions — of which the
reservation system has survived - was o
build a certain egquality between
extremehy different social groups in terms
of their access to secial and economic

poods,

O the formulation of berty, squality
and Eraternity co-existing as mutualhy
imdispensable preconditions o
citizenship rights, besides Ambediar of
oourse, we alsa see john Rawls stressing
om the same principle in his Theoryaf
Justice (19713, wherein his ‘difference
principle’ warks bowards madntaining a
certain equality in order to realise
political frabernity. The idea was and ssll
i o creste a level ph}'mgﬁ:ldbeturen
warying social groups. locked in structural
hierarchies, to begin 1o understand what
it takes to really actualise fratemal

rebtions. This can only be possble with
the underlying acceptability of the idex of
equality. In the absence of this crucial
understanding, what you buve is fraternal
ties for sare, but within caste groups, and
not across them. In other wonds, what we
have & caste consciousness of unity,
which remains aloof e members of other
caste groups, and is often hateful o
members of so-called lower caste groups
in particular. India essentially then has
fraternity within its caste commumities,
where forging political wnity remains a
focorm goal.

The limits to fraternity

Certain preconditions are necesary in
arder i achieve the kind of political
fraternity inculcated by the Constitution
of India. At the very first, Fraternity does
not mean myﬂm“g:ﬂt ghasses aver socal
inequalities and then imokes social
solidarity. Such a solidarity comes ridling
an the hate against an imaginary other,
and tenxds b maintain socal stabus quo
which bolsters the already privileged at
the st of the contimssd subjugation of
the underprivileged. Secondly, the call of
such a fratemity is increasingly replaced
with the rhetoric of belligerent
nationalism which castigates a home
grown religiows minority @ its arch
enemy. Religious minorites have faced
such sacial and poliical opprobrium
countles times in this country. And
finadly, amy sorts of fundamentalism
Jjettisons the possibility of faternity — a
fanatic can be amything bt fraterml in
the true sense.

To conchede, in India, caste and the
idea of palitical fraternity, given its social
milieu, cinnot coexist. One has o give
way Bor the other to emerge. And to Bgure
out which one survives and which goes, iz
the task of the paolitics of the fisture.

Moggalien Bhard, teaches at Dr. B, R.
Ambeclar Undrersity Delfi.
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