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Many elections, AI's dark dimension

we are at an inflection point in the

history of human progress. The speed
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ideas about what o expect from machines.
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Al and the electoral
With the seven-phase general in Imdia
having been announced, and o be held from
Agril 19 to ume 1, 2024, palrical parties and the
elecinrate cannot, however, afford o ignore the
Al dimension. This year, elections are also
scheduled tobe held (according to some reparts)
in 2 many a 50 ather coumries acnoss the globe,
from, and incl the
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a general election is January 28, 2025) and the
Linited States.
These elections are set io alter the Gie of
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impact of AZl- Al systems that sinmulate the
capability of buman beings - but all this is
indicative of vet another dimension to electoral
dynamics that canmat be ignored.

1t may, hence, mot be wrong o consider the
elections of 2024 a5 a cumain-miser towhether Al
and its oferings (such as Generative A would
prove io be a game changer. The world is by now
aware that Al modeks such as ChatGPT, Gemini,
Capilot are being employed in many fiekds, but
2004 would be a test case 2 o whether Al's
newer models could alter elecioral
anid verdicts as well. The good news, perhaps, i
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bave adequate time to fne-tune their Al models.
B would, however, still be a mistake o
underestimate the exsent to which Al could
impact the electoral hndscape this dme as well.
What might nat happen in 2004, may well
bappen in the next round of elections, both in
India and workdwide.
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Indians suppon “authorimrianiso’. Those
employing Al could well bave a field day in sach a
il io further confuse the eleciorate. As it is,
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all with the aim of confusing and
confounding the eleciorate. From this, itis b a
shom siep to the inevitahiliny of Deep Fakes.

Tacking Al ‘determinism”
Altechnology makes & easier to enhance
lsehoods and stk belief

Disindormation is hardly a new methodology or
nedmnl.ngy and has been employed in successive
elections previously. What is new is that

Al toolks will be able to confuse the
electorate 1o an extent not previously known ar
even envisaged. The use of Al modeks to produce
reams of wrong information, apan from

exist, will be a whole new experience. What can
be said with some af certainty & that in
2004, the quality and quantity of disinformation
is alll set to overwhelm the eleciomie. What s
miare is that the vast af such
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Ergeting are sef o scale new

The potential of Al to disrupt ies ks,
thus, very considerable. Simply aware of
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balances available thar could be employed o
megate some of Al's more dangerous attributes.
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af all of thes is that too much reliance on Al
systems at this stage of development may be
though, is that
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We canmat also afford to ignore ather
existential threms associated with AL The dangers
om this sooount pose an even greater threat than
harm arising from bias in design and
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Elections apart, Indi i of the mcet
advanced couniries in the digital arena, again
needs to treat Al & an While Al
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tha whille A provides many benefis, it can be
malefic as well.
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The Myanmar conflict is a regional problem

hree years ago, on March 9, 2021, army

trucks pulled up in front of Mizzdima’s

headquarters in Yangon, Myanmar.
Soldiers proceeded to ransack and loot the office
of the independent media group, taking whatever
they wanted. This scene was played out across
the city, as the junta enforced legislation that
outlawed Myanmar’s independent media scene
on the heels of the coup in February 202 to
overturn the results of the November 2020
general election.

The situation on the ground

With many being targeted, a number of Myanmar
journalists were forced to abandon their native
places, seeking refuge in neighbouring countries,
or in regions in Myanmar that were outside junta
control. This exodus of journalists has been
mirrored by the population at large, as vast
numbers of Myanmar citizens — over two million
within Myanmar and some 1.5 million refugee
seekers — have been forced from their homes
since the coup. Estimates suggest nearly half of
Myanmars population, i.e., 25 million people, is
living in conditions of poverty. The result is a
highly destabilising sitwation for Myanmar and its
neighbours.

The fact that Myanmar’s independent media
has been forced to maintain a presence in
neighbouring countries is further evidence that
the Myanmar conflict is not contained to
Myanmar. It is rather a regional problem. The
conflict has poured over its borders to impact
neighbouring countries. Fighting and refugee
flows pose grave security concerns for Myanmar
neighbours, including Bangladesh, China, India
and Thailand, while placing extreme
humanitarian demands on these countries.
Huostilities in Myanmar further serve as an
impediment to envisioned trade and economic
carridars throughout the region.

Meanwhile, the collapse of rule of law has led
to an explosion of criminal activity with not only
negative repercussions for Myanmar but ako for
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regional countries victimised by this criminal
underworld.

ASEAN's struggle for stability
Following the February 2021 coup, the United
States, the United Nations, the an Union,

and other international stakeholders looked to
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to play a leading role in ending the
conflict in Myanmar. One month after the looting
of Mizzima's headquarters, ASEAN reached a
frve-point consensus with junta leader senior
General Min Aung Hlaing. However, it is difficult
to identify any substantive achievements of
ASEAN over the ensuing three years towand
ending the conflict in Myanmar and stabilising
the region. This is despite previous ASEAN chair
Indonesia claiming to have held over 260
meetings with stakeholders in Myanmar to find a
solution to the crisis.

The result is that despite the efforts of ASEAN
and others to stop the viobence in Myanmar, the
conflict today is arguably worse than it has been
in the three years since the coup. At the close of
2023, 316 of Myanmar’s 330 wwnships reported
active fighting, with 40% of townships throughout
the country now assessed to be out of the control
of the junta. Meanwhile, nearly 600 resistance
groups have emerged since the coup to challenge
the pasition of the junta. Armed hostilities
opposed to the junta were highlighted by
Operation 1027 (the offensive) launched by ethmnic
forces at the close of October 2023, The offensive
was successful in overrunning approcimately 200
junta camps along with getting control of four
border gates.

But, regardless of the desire of the peaple of
Myanmar that has been clearly expressed, the
State Administration Council (SAC), the self-styled
name by which the junta refers to itself, still
refuses to heed the calls of the Myanmar people
for an end to military rule and the realisation of
representative democracy. Instead, the junta’s
response has been to intensify its persecution and

suppression of the Myanmar population,
induding arbitrary arrests, torture, extrajudicial
killings, and indiscriminate attacks against the
country’s civilian population and journalists.

‘The independent media soldiers on

Against this violence and intimidation,
Myanmar's independent media continues to
report the truth. From bases that are located
primarily in the neighbouring countries,
Myanmar’s independent media continues to work
to protect journalists and promote press freedom.
It is forming an Independent Press Council to
counter the Myanmar Press Council, which no
longer functions the way it should and is instead
staffed with retired military staff tasked with
paying lip service to state propaganda.

As ASEAN and regional neighbours have been
entrusted by international bodies when it comes
to finding a pathway to ending the Myanmar
conflict, it is time for these actors to prove that
they are up to the task. Policymakers should
approach Myanmar with an outlook focused not
solely on Myanmar but, rather, with a
comprehensive vision for the region’s stability
and growth on the whole. Short-sighted policy
such as accepting the outcome of any
junta-rigged election in Myanmar, for example,
will only serve to fuel the violence between the
junta and the vast majority of the population. Far
from stabilising the situation, it would only
exacerbate the situation, internally and
regionally.

With an understanding of the debilitating
nature of the Myanmar conflict, policymakers
must appreciate that the only way forward for
Myanmar, and the region, is a truly democratic
post-junta Myanmar. This is in meeting with the
strategic, security, and economic interests of all
countries in the region. To this end, I would like
to call on all stakeholders, ASEAN and the others,
to support Burmese journalists and the people of
Myanmar in their struggle for a peaceful, stable,
prosperous, and democratic postjunta Myanmar.



