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Lessons from

lectbon results in the three Hindi
heartdand States of Madhya Pradesh,
Rajzsthan and Chhartisgarh are belng
whdely celebeared in ruling clrcles asa
resounding semi-final victory for the Bharativa
Jamata Party (BIF). Prime Minkster Narendra Modi
termed it a “har trick™ and claimed it 1o be the
harbinger of another *hat irick in 20047

While the BJF 2 win in these three States ks
quite significant, historieal evidence thar the
party which wins these three States goes on o
win the Lok Sabha electbon is mixed. The BIF won
the 20M Lok Sabha election after ks victory in the
206 Assemibly elections in these States, but it lost
tioe thee Congress In these States in 2018, yet won
the 2019 Lok Sabha election. Two decades agn,
Prime Minkter A_B. Vajpayee had launched the
“India Shinkeg" campakgn after similar victorles
In the Assembly electons in 2003, only o lose
the Lok Sabha elections in 2004.

S, theere is certainly o “grarantee” of a BIP
win here. Much will depend on how the Congress
and other Dppesition parties analyse the results
and the lessons they draw from the defear 1o
sirategise for 2024.

Many in the Opposition camp have, however,
turmed despondent because thelr expectations
were raksed by multiple exdr polls predicting a
smnoth win for the Congress in Chhamisgarh and
much closer contests in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan. While most exit polls accurately
predicted the Congress's impressive victory in
Telangana, with even one gerting the win by the
‘Foram Peoples Movernent's (ZFM) win in
Mezoram right, why did most et polls fil w
predict the outcomes (n Chlamisgarh, Madiya
Pradesh and Rajasthan?

Results show different voting trends

The reason can be found in the different voting
trends underlying the verdict in the varbous
polk-bound States in 2023, In Telangana, there
Was an over 9% point swing sway from the
Incumbent Bharar Rashira Samithi (BRS)
compared o (s vote share in 2018, which
translated into a loss of over 20 lakh votes and 4%
seats. The Congress increased lis vote share by
1% podnits and gained 45 sears from 2008,

In Mizoran, the ZPM gained 19 sears more in
2023 than i 2008 tally 1o secure a majority with
4 15% polnt swing in i Bvour. The incumbent
Mizn Marlonal Front (MNF) lost 2.6% poinis n
vore share and 16 seas comgpared 1o 2018, while

the Assembly polls for the 2024 battle
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the Congress lost over 9% polns in vote share
and four seats.

Compared to this, the Incumbent Congress
povernments of Rajsthan and Chhamisgarh
witnessed negative swings of 0.3% and 0.8%,
respectively. This s why the and-incumbency
agalnst the BRS regime in Telangana was clearly
discernible, while that against the State
governments of Rajsthan and Chharisgarh was
not very evident.

In Madhya Pradesh, where it was In the
oppaosithon, the Congress’s vote share eroded by
around 0.5% points. Such @ small erosbon in the
Congress™s vote share, however, translated into
simificant losses in Assemibly seats across the
thres States.

That ks becans: the BJP succeeded in
Increasing its vote shares by 7.6% polnis in
Madhya Pradesh, 24% polnis in Rajasthan and a
wery significant 13.3% points in Chhartisgarh

The vote shares of Others/Independents,
however, have flucneted even more whdely than
theat of the Corngress. In the 2023 Assembly polls,
while the Congress retained musch of s electoral
base In the three heartband States ar the 2018
level, the BIP increased ks vote shares
sigmilficantly by squeezing the vote shares of
Others/Independents in all three States o their
lorwest levels since 2003, This has been the key 1o
the BIF's success.

Electoral goals for the Dpposition
The Congress and the other Opposition partes
«can work on three strategic ebectoral goals before
the Lok Sabha electbons in order to prevent a
TEpear.

Flrst, the Congress must oy to consolidare s
bhase in these three hearitand States through an
effective declogical campaign — not only on

schemes and electoral promises bur

Even in Telamgana, where it finished third, te
BJF's vote share Increased by 7% polnis.

The BJP managed 1o anract moe vobes from
smaller parties and independents than by denting
the Congress's vote share. For instance, the vote
share of the Balujan Samaj Pary (BSF) eroded in
Madhya Pradesh by 1L6% polnes, Rajasthan by
2.3% points, Chhatrlsgarh by 1.8% points and
Telangana by 0.7% polnts. Similar declines can be
seen b the vote share of other smaller pardes
and independents in Madhya Pradesh,
Chhanksgarh and Telangana. This mcludes the
Janta Congress Chhanisgarh (JCC) which had won
frve seats with a 76% vote share in 2048 (n allkance
with the BSP, bur drew a blank in 2023,

Lok Sabha and Assembly vote share
Convertng this round of Assembly polls na
prequel of the Lok Sabha election, with the Prime
Mindeter leading the B[F's campakgn and nathonal
Izsues dominating the electoral discourse rather
than State-gpecific ones, helped the BIP in this
endeavour. In Madhya Pradesh, and
Chhanisgarh, the BIP's vote shares both in the
20H and 2009 Lok Sabha electbons were
considerably above its Assemibly electbon vore
shares in 2003 and 2018, respectively. The BIP's
wite share in 2009 in these thres States was
17%-19% hibgher than that of 2018. This ks the
so-called “Modi effect™.

Conversely, the Congress's vole share has
tended 1o be significantdy lower in the Lok Sabha
elections compared to the Assembly elections.

o

also om a range of constitutional values thar are
now at stake. The effort should be 1o ensure that
every section of the electorate that voted for the
Congress in 2003 votes for it agakm in 2024,

Second, the Congress and other Opposition
parties in the INDLA formaton should finalise
thelr seat sharing arrangements withour further
delay and formulate a common programme
which can provide a progressive, socially just,
equitable and substantive aliernative to the
paolicies of the present regime. Both the Congress
a5 well a3 the sironger regional partes in INDHA
ongghi to display a spirit of accommodarion and
uniry of purpose, the absence of which was
evident during the recent Assembly poll
campakgms.

Finally, seriows efforis must be made o further
broaden the INDMA coaliton by kdentfying and
reaching our to more potenttal allies. The BSPs
Inchesion can cenalnly add value, gven the
recent Assembly poll experience. Ouireach could
also be made to smaller State-level partbes for
Inchusion i State-specific INTHA blocs in onder o
take on the BIPs formddable electoral and
propaganda machine.

Engagement with partbes such as the ZPM, the
Bharat Adivash Party, the Gondwana Gantantra
Party and others, that have made a mark in this
round of Azssembly elecrions, as also with similar
parties in other States, ks imperative. This can
contribute 1o a diverse, morivated and
grassroots-level coalition in the run-up o the
nattonal electons.
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MP Index reduction under the NDA is flawed

amuel johnson, a profound lerary crite

and essaylst, wrote, “Poverty |s a grear

enemy o human happiness; i certainly
destroys liberty, and i makes some virmes
Impracticable, and others extremely difficoul ™ In
sharp contrast, conventional measures of poverty
In terms of income are limited and namowly
focwsed on scarcity of resources o eke out a bare
subalstence. But there is much more 1o poverty
than a bare subskstence, as emphasised by
Johnson and others.

Mobel Laurate Amarrya Sen pioneesed a rlch,
Innowative and broader perspective on
well-being, focusing on capabilities and
functionings. While capabilities are abllities wo do
this or that in a free and fair environment,
functionings reflect achbevements. An ahility w
lrve a healthy life, for example, ks not necessarily
related w0 affluence as it could result in obesity
and vulnerability o non-communicable diseases.
Achievements such a3 being healthy, on the other
hand, require a nourishing diet and physical
exercise. Professor Sen has, however, resisred
aggregarion of concepis such s capabilities inio
an gverall measure of well-being a3 he believes
thar each capability is important in fself.

The MPFI story
Unformumstely, the United Rations Development
Programme (UNDP) setzed upon capabilites w
construct an overall measure of human
development with undform weights of the three
oy = hvealth, education and standard of
Bving and thelr sub-indices. Following this
methodobogy, NITI Aayog and the UNDP released
recently a Natonal Multdimensional Poverty
Index/MPL A Progress Review 2023, also
replicated in the UNDP Report, Making Our
Furure: New Directions for Human Development
In Asia and the Paclfic, released on November 7,
223 . Hence, these reports suffer from the same
flaws as the UNDP human development Index-
agrgregarion with unlform welghtng. But, the MPI
story B further distorted, as elaborated on below.
Astonishingly, the MP1 2023 esthmates show a
near-halving of Indis's narlonal MPI value and a
decling from 24.85% o 14.96% berween 2005-16
and 2009-21. This reduction of 9.69 percentage
polnes implies thar abowt 135.5 millkon pecple
have exited poverty berween 200516 and 2019-21.
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The Multi
dimensional
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National
Demaocratic
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fighting
deprivation

Beshdes, the mensty of poverty, which measures
the average deprivatbon among the people lving
In multidimensional poverty, reduced from

A7 % o 4 39%.

Bast these estimates — especially the rapld
reductions in MPI -
for various resons. Iideed, these are misbeading
and illl-informed. First, the MP1 relies upon
mational Family Health Survey (NFHS) 4 and 5,
which are not detafled for s estmation.
Moreover, NFHS 5 is blocked as its estimare of
open defecation contradicted exsgperared offickal
claim of Its complete elimination. In fact, an
eminent demographer, who led NFHS 5 was
suspended. Intriguingly, while the survey was
blocked for its alleged unrelizbdiny, NITI Aayog
and the UNDP had o qualms about wsing i,
ldeally, NFHS 4 and 5 should have been
combéned with the 75th Round of the NS5 on
household consumprion expendinre.
Unformumately, this was abandoned oo, as leaked
poverty estimates indicared a rise.

What casrs further doubis is the hevoc cansed
by thee COVID-I9 pandemic in 2020-21. Millions
bost thedr livellhoods, theusands died in reverse
migration and from a lack of access to vaccines
and medbcal care. In fect, a5 a consequence of
this epbdembc, there was a ige economic shock
from which the Indian economy has been
giruggling 1o recover. To ilhsirate, GDP growth
has declined from 8% In 2015-16 to 3.78 % in
200920 and sumped -6.60 in 2020-21, a5 alss per
capita Tt just bare sub ce murned
o a daunting challenge for millions bur, equal]y
serjously, public funding for malniensnce and
expangion of health and educarion and social
safery nets suffered an irmeparabbe blow.

Fiocis on covariates

Our recent analysks fecuses on covariates of the
WP that Inchede per capita state ncome, (13
sqpueare, share of criminals among Seate MPs,
share of urban population, and health and
education expendimire and unobserved sare
fined effects fe.g.. how progressive a State is). If
we compare elasticities of MPI with respect to
each covariate (Le., proportionate change in MPI
due 1o proportonate change in a covarkate such
a5 Srate per capla noome), the largest reduction
In MPT k= due 1o higher State per capita Income.

Bur since income decreased drastically, MPI
spikied. The next in order of importance is urban
location. A 1% Increase in urban bocation results
In a0.90% Increase n MPL This B not surprising
a4 rural-urhan migraton ls assoclated with
growth of slums and sub-human living
conditions. However, reverse migrathon during
COVIDHE muay explain why the effect on MPI is
less than proportionate. Both health care and
education expendirire are sssociated with lower
MP1 - the elasticity of the larer is higher (in
ahsodute valse), implying thar a 1% Increase in the
latter redisces MPI1 more than the same increase
In the former. As State-level estmates suggesra
decline in educatkonal expendioure, a rise in MPI
I likely. State-level heahh nure
rose oo oombat COVID-19, ir fell far shoet of what
was needed. If the share of Members of
Parliament with criminal cases in total State MPs
exceeded 20%, the higher was the MPL This &
not surprising as criminal Members of the
Legiskative Assembly and MPs are notorbously
corrupt and siphon-off funds allocated for soclal
safety nets and area development programmes.
Inceed, what bs alarming Is thelr rising share —
24% of the winners in the Lok Sabha election in
2004 had a criminal background; it rose o 30%
In the 2000 general electbon, 4% in the 20
election, and 43% in the 2019 electon.

1 we go by our estimates of MPL the reduction
berween 25 and 301921 is considerably lower
than the official estimate: 4.7 percentage points
compared with 9.69 percentage poins. Our
selective review of MPI estimates shows that
poverty rose in Indis's most populous State, Uttar
Pradesh, by over seven percentyge polnts. OF the
Srates thar went 1o the elections in November

fell in Chharrsgarh (by over six percentage
polnts}, in Rajasthan (by two percentage polntsh
and, most strikingly, in Madbya Pradesh (by
about elght percentage polnes).

In conclugion, not only does the MPI
exaggerate the NDWs success in fighting
depth\a‘mbm alan perhaps more seriously

conventional of it which
may unravel a contradictory story of poverry.
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