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Taking a giant leap for a new ethics in outer space

hee tch b gt there Brst and fast is
buman. Being competitive is part of
the human’s survival instincts.
The urge b plant ane's flag there
‘befiare the other flag-bearer does & human too. It
is part of the buman'’s political instincts.

Sommee 1l decades agn, in 1910-12, both itch and
urge were quivering in the nortbem hemisphere.
Robsert Scott, a 4%-pear-uld British naval officer,
wars preparing a daring expedition o the South
Pole. Arournd the same time, a }
explorer Boald Amundsen, about fowr vears
youmger, was phnning o bold foe-drift to the
North Pole. On learming of dubious but kol
chiims by two Americans Frederick Cook and
Bobert Peary, Amumndsen lost interest in that
destination; it had bsen reachesd. But the South
Pole beckoned. While athers had fringed that
cantinent of ice, no human foot had stood on the
spurthern-most point of the earth.

Setting foot on the Smsth Pole

Scott an Amundsen knew of each other's target
and goal. But ohserving doe courtesies alright,
they raced toit. Scott and his men with dogs and
harses, Amundsen with his dogs and sledges.
Amundsen and his fve compangons, with 16
surviving dogs, got there on December |4, 911, 34
days before Scott and his team of Bve did.
Panting the Norwegian flag there, Amundsen fielt
Falfilled, as he showld have. He named their South
Pole camp Polheim, meaming Polehomss, in
Norsk. And he renamesd the Antarctic Platean as
King Haakon VII's Platesu, after his monarch.
Scott and his team were 1o p:n.lhurllhepule
having besn canght in foul weather.

On exploration’s success soralls, Amundsen is
phaced an top; in legend and Jore, Scott has for all
time cutpaced his Morwegian rival. Any mace has
its viclories; some heve ironies, beddes

In 1539, Norway kid claim to 2 vast area of
Antarctica which it called Dronning Maud Land,
or Queen Maod Land, after its reigning Quesn,
wifee of King Haakon, This area covers about a
sixth of the entire continent. There ollowed
another Norwegian daim to Peter | sland, which
iz about 450km off the western side of the
Antarctic peninsubis.

Britain had been outdome by Norway on the
south Pale. But she was not going to be out of the
race for territorial daims over Antarctica. Nor
others. And now, aparnt from Norwary the firs
South Pole “arrives’ and claimant, Britain the
seeond South Pole ‘arrives” and clhimant, there
are five others who have sharply defined areas on
Antarctica which they regand are “theirs’ —
Augtralia, Argentina, Chile, France and New
Zealind. 50 Antarctica has seven flags fiying on
their oo’ Antarctic territories”. How are these
seven tracts of Antamctic ioe over which flags of
different stripes fly, then, different from colonies
off the imperial era® They are different. Thene ane
o subject people there, no "native” residents,
who are being dended Eresdom, no resources ane
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being drimed out from there to the ‘mother
country’. But then why were the seven an that
imhospitable continent at all?

Regulation and Antarctica's well-being
With the International Geoplysical Year (1GY) in
1958 sesing marmy plyers bsooming active in
Antarctica, and fears of Cold War rivalry taking
unexperted turns, United States President Duight
. Eisenhower convened in 1959 an Antarctic
Comference of the 12 countries active in
Antarctica during the [GY, to negotiate a treaty.
When Argentina propased that atomic explosions
be bamned intote on Antarctica, the U8,
objectesd, saying only those tests that were cirried
out without prior notice and consaltation should
be bamnmed. The USSR and Chile sapported the
Argentine proposal, keading the ULS. to agree and
take the negotiations forward

I the present times when sitellites can pick
up any activity that & suspicious, none of them
can do anything questionablie there. They will be
Eouned enst. But even before the world developed
its shy-eyvess, the early Antarcticans had to share
Ehesir :pa-u.-wﬂ:h others if anly 1o justify their own.
Argentim, Australia, Bl:ﬁ._-.u.lm Chile, France,
Japan, New Zealand, Borway, South Africa, the
Senviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the
United States — 12 countries — had established
over 58 Antarctic research stations for the IGY
and they had b make the Treaty accord fsll
apreptance to two basics: freedom of scientific
rﬂem'dun.hmarcnﬂmdthepemcﬁﬂuudﬂm

An indirect £ emerged for
demilitarisation as the treaty profibited nuockear
testing, military aperations, sconomic
exploitation, and further territorial cdhims in
Antarctica. Today there are 54 parties to the
Treaty, with 25 having consultative status, India
with its cwn station an Cueen Maud's Land being
one of these 29, that have “‘demonstrated their
inberest in Antarctica by carrying out substantial
scientific activity there”. Close monitaring
systems are in position 1o regulate the activities of
the countries with a presence on Antarctica in
onder o maintain its ecological inbegrity. But the
Eact that there are around G6 scientific stations in
Antarctica, 37 being cccupied year round, the
remainder dasing down for winter and some
4,000 people through the summes months and
aboast 1,000 over winter each year Fving on it, in
my opimion, compromises its well-being. Is the
work being done for bumanity's good from there
sufficient ground for the present and futare
foctprint of humandty on its climatically
challenged surface?

Bt this article is not about the earth’s South
Pole alome.

The earth’s seax and ice are different from the
sky and its spheres but we lnow that there has
Fang been an Antarctic-type moe in outer space
betwesn the pewers which have perfected, with
pgreat todl and 2t great expense, to penetrate it and
o higher and higher, faster and Raster, than their

several peers. And the warld has been all boo
awarre of the need, dire and pressing, o prevent
i MM race in GulEr SpRIcE.

An agreement that is about restraing
Even as the earth’s South Pole drew Amundsen
and Scott bovit, the moon pulled Bussia's Luns-35
Ender and India’ s Chandrvaan-3 to it. The
Indian vehicle reached s destination, but the
Russian was not so fortunate. And just 25 the
workd’s engagement with Antarctica led to a
treaty, 50 does the Moon Agreement adopeed by
the General Aszembly in B970in resclution 34/68
lelaborating an many of the provisions of the
Chuter Space Treaty) provide that space-probing
umanity's dealings with the moon shoulkd be
wsed excheively for peacefal purposes; that its
emvironment shoukd not be disrupeed; that the
Unitesdl Mations should be informed of the
Incation and purpose of any station established
om it. The agreement states that the moon and its
natural resources are the common heritage of

dirscd aned that “ani inal regime should
be estahlished to govern the exploitation of swdh
resources’ when such exploitation is abowt to
become femxible. The Moon Agreement is
Ersighted. Something of the world's
of Antarctica and the warking of the Antarctic
Treaty informs it. The Moon Agreement is a
self-regubting covenant of restraint. B anticipates
Erunan appetites for tarf, for control, for the unge
tov et there Brst |, flag and all, and digin.

Pride and exhiberatiom over the Chandrayaan-3
achievement, entirely matural, must now be
fllowed by a mature policy an the fisture of
India’s earth-bome plhms on the moon. To put it
diffierently, as an earth-pioneer on the moon,
Indlia must, by precept anx practice, st the pace
fior the earth's agenda on the moon and of the
moan's Fubure as a partner with the earth. Asa
partner, mot 25 property. As 1 collaborator in
sienoe, not a colony in subjugation. The Moon
Agreement must be taken i its next logical stage.
Prime Minister Marendra Modi's satement —
“The suceess of Chandrrysan 3 is not just India’s
alome but it belongs to all of bumandty ™ — was
wise and respansible. Following up om that, he
can now do the workd's space missions great
ervioe. He can do o now by taking the inititive
torcraft a declaration of the fandamental rights of
outer space. And thershy inangurate a new ethics
for human activity in ouber space, incheding, very
pointedly, the earth's responsibilities towvards
outer space dehris. This new ethic must make the
non-militarisation of ower space a non-negotiahle
coverant. The Outer Space Treaty and Moon
Agresment now nessd aligning not just with the
Entesst achances in space missions but with a
moral comprass bo the stars.

Inalicy canmot afford o be among those who
mary want io scramble for ouster space
hegemanies over what is not just the commuon
heritage of bumankind but that of 2 larger
LSS,
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Vietham, key piece of America’s Indo-Pacific puzzle

n international rebtions, strategic

turnarounds are not unoommon, and are in

fact embedded in the very apestry of
anarchical structural realities. Yet, even by those
stanclards, the immediacy and scale of the
wolbe-fice in relations between the United States
and Vietnam since the Cold War has been
remarkable. On Sepbember 10, the General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Yietnam
Central Committes, Nguyen Phu Trong, and the
L5, Presicent, Joe Biden, met in Vietnam during
M. Bidens visit, marking a new phase in the
bilteral relationship between the two countries.
The standout from this meeting was the dlevation
of LS. Vietnam relations i a LS. Vietnam
Comprehensive Strategic Pantnership from a
L& ASemam Comprehensie Partnenchip fomged
in 2013 between Vietnam President Trucng Tan
Sang and U5, President Barack Obama

A complex foreign policy legacy

Given the complex history of U5 mwolvement in
Vietnam during the Cold War, this elewation
marks a significant step up. Vistnam's strategic
restraint notwithstanding, motivations for an
upgrade in bibteral relationship have existed an
either side, af least since 2003, if not before.,
Vietnam's reservations about entering into a
strategic pantnership with the U5 have both
contemporary and historical relevance. The
geopalitics invahing China’s growing belligerence
in the Pacific theatre, felt mest palpably in the
watters surrouncling Vietnam and the broader
South China Sea, has proven o be a first order
dedterrent for Vietnam's great

engagements. {n the other hand, the historical
legacy of Vietnam's contested relations with the:
L5, churing the: Vietnam War, an axile relationship
with the commumist states China and the Soviet
Umion, cubminating in the Treaty of Friendship
and Cooperation with Soviet Union in 1978, had
ogether imparted a direction diametrically
oppasite i LS. interests. This complex foreign
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The Biden
admindstrarion
has shown an
unusual
nimhleness in
s sraregic
embrace of
Vietname there
has been a
rapid expansion
of thes in
various fields

palicy legacy is the resson why hitherio Vietram
has entered into a ‘comprehensive srategic
partmership” with anly four nations China,
Russa, India and South Korea.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the:
Paris Peace Accords signed in 1973 o end the
Vietnam War. Much water has flown under the
briclge, in that Yietnam's relabions with the U5
Tharve coomee a1 lomyg wary. M. Biden's Indo-Pacific
policy now counts Vietnam as among the LS
“eading regional partners” in the region. Vietnam
s the With lrgest goods trading partner of the
LS. In 2020, the total vahse of trede in goods and
services between ihe LS. and Vietnam amounted
o appraximately $52 2 billion and excesded 3138
hilliom in 2002 In May 2022, the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) wes
bunched by the LS., with Vietnam = a founsding
member along with I3 ather countries o revive
Washington's eoonomic dynamism in the
AsiarPacific.

Bolstering ties
The Biden administration has depicted an
urusaal nimbleness in its strategic embrace of
Vietnam. The visits by LS. Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin and Vice President Kamala Harris to
Wietnam in 2021, the meeting between Secretary
Austinand Vietnamese Miniser of National
Defence of Vietnam General Phan Yan Ging in
Singapore in June 2002, and vists by LS.
Secretary of State Amoay |, Blinken and Treasury
Secretary anet Yellen this year have culminated
im Br. Bicden's wisit and ausgmenting of the
hilaberal relationship.

The U5 Aietnam relationship is now rapichy
ﬂ.]xuld.ing its I:il.'lh:n] q:u:ctn.unwilh an

ml

| trust,
s g scienoce,  ealth amd
ligital inmoration conperation, lm:nmg af
high-muality workdoroe, addressing climate
chamge, and establishing a strong defence
relaticmship in the backdrop of China’s increasing

underlines these cooperative efforts.

An assertive China

The war in Europe has thrown new dhallenges for
WVietnam s its weapons import from Russia — i
largest defence supplier — has been hit by
Wesi-led sanctions. These limitations in the Gce
of Vietnam's resolve o modernise its military,
coupled with an ever-growing assertiveness from
China, & also grachally mudging Yietnam ina new
direction. China’s drumatic steps in 2004 to place
oil rigs in Vietnam's Exclusive Economic Zone
and subsequent assertive posturing have ested
its anverwesd. policy o stay dear of great power
politics in the region. Undowbtedly, Washington
senses an oppartunity here and bolstering the
defence and ssaarity relationship with Vietnam i
a key piece of America’s grand strategy in the
Indo-Pacific.

An important component of Mr. Biden's visit
was b start the process of friend-shoring supply
chains in the semiconductor industry to Viemam,
even 2% it seeks i boost Hanoi's chip
marmuctiring capabilities. As the two countries
seek an upmllmlecumm partnership by
increasing investments in critical technologies,
chips and Artificial Inbelligence, there i space for
linking such partnerships across the broader
realms of the Indo-Pacific with Ble-minded
partners. India's imitiative on Critical and
Emerging Technology (iCET) partnership with the
U5, along with the Cuad’s Principles of critical
andd emerging technology coukd provide an
overarching framewaork in the Indo-Pacific for a
standlardisation of technology in its design,
development and use. A supply dhain arch which
extends from Vietnam to Earope via West Asia,
amd ancheored by India with the newly-lunched
Inclia-Afiddle East-Europe Economic Corridor
churing the recent G-H0 meet in India could
symbolise ‘comprehensive strategic partnership”

im am apt wary.
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