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Everything in the garden of elections is not lovely

fres el Eadr edections are a part of

the basic stractare of the
Constitution. Elections at the local participatory
leved act s a microcosm of the largest democratic
striscture in the country... ensuring  fres and fair
electoral provess throughowt this process,
therefore, is imperative i maintain the
legitimacy of and trist in representathe
democracy.” So smid the Supreme Court of India
in Keldeep Kumar vs Umion Territory af
Chandigarh and Otfers — otherwise known as the
Chandigarh Mayor's election case.

Though the Court has sid the same or simdlar
wards in 3 mumber of it judgments in the past,
the Chandigarh judgment, which was
pramaumced on Febnusry 20, 2024, by the Chief
Justice of India, DY, Chandmchud., and his
trother Judges, Justices LB, Pardiwala and Manaj
Mizra, hos taken on 2 new resomince. [t is the
comtext of this judgment that imparts great
sigmificance o these words.

“T]u:fmm: has carsistently hekl that

The discourse now
India & to conchect a general election very soon.
Thiz & an election of momentos impartance in
the Im‘h:lr)'udd:muuit]nﬁ.lrﬂnhm

in the d
wurﬁimﬂ I'ma}nwsboﬂ'l.buhdupunasa
‘beacon of hope for those who believe in a liberal
plurali=t and cecular order, particulurdy in Asia,
is common knoewledge that there are various
forebodings about a possible tum that Indis may

everywhere in the country, and the powerful
religious idioms being used Bherally in the
puliﬁﬂ]iﬁ!mumnnmuinilm wind. There
is a general feeling that dmstic changes in the
coumtry’s political rl:mch:man: uldle-aﬂmg.

affiliation, marked and defaced eight valid balloss
that had been polled in Enour of the Aam Aasdmd
Farty and Congress alliance candidate and then
declared them invalid in order to elect the Mayor
from the BJP, it is the action of this officer that has
great political sipnificance — which was not kst
un the Couwrt. The Court was comvinced, pursuing
first-hand evidence, that the Returning Officer
had subverted the electoral process.

The Court has made a significant chservtion
in this context: “We are of the considersd view
that in sch a case, this Court is duty-bound,
particuterly in the contest of its jurisdiction
umder Article 142 of the Constination, o do
complete justice to ensure that the process of
electoral democracy is not allowed to be
thwartesd by such subterfuges™

Like enlightened dtizens, the lords of the top

BT, Achary

is hoamrar SeCratary
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It 15 mot a
happy cthought
that after 75
vears of
electoral
democracy.
Indian clriwens
are wihiness o
MIENHS 10
subwert the
electoral
PrOceEss

court, with their incisive intellect, could Rithom
the depth of the degeneration that has taken
plm:t::inthes}slrm.'l‘l‘luemxﬂs.ﬁumﬂm
Bench, give the coumtry a heads-up on the serious
thmﬂ L'h:sphrnmuklﬁu:r That a relatively

electoral process with impundty points to the
times we are living in.

Iis even more disherbing that senior Lo
officers of the grvernment defended his action in
the Supreme Court. It is ako instnsctive that the
High Court did not give any relief to the
petitioners in the face of such a blatantly illegal
act by an officer who i requined to protect the
inbegrity of the electoral process. [t is baffling that
the High Court could not detect the defacing of
watlid ballots by the officer for abviows political
bemehis.

The Fathers of the republic presered
the sanctity of the electorl system through
eomstitutional and legal provisions. Through its
judgments, ﬂteSLq)cEmEC.lmrthasurlh-

| d theem A i | such as
the Election Commission of India has been tasked
with conduscting electioms b kw-making bodies
such as the State Legiskatures and Parliament.

an election. In particular, Section 129 Clause ()
Eguemphmmltmmpmn{lﬂrg

" or ‘religious’ symbaols in an election. The
Erw-makers were comvinced that the ordinary
wober could be easily influenced by an appeal in
the name of religion. S0, they termed sach an
appeal as a comupt practice. Further, the

precabed

Supreme Court has strongly de such
penclencies an the part of the cindidare and
political leaders,

The Couwrt, in Zyeuddin Burhanuddin Bukfar
ws Brijmodaan Romdass Mohra & Ors (1975), put the
is=ue of religions appeal in elections in
perspective: "We do not consider such speeches
B havee any place in o democratic set up under
our Constitution. Indeed they have none in the
workl of modern science which has
every type of religion, for its own survival, b seek
securer foundations than childlike Rith in and
umguestioning conformity or [of] sbedience to an
irvariable set of religious beliefs and practices”.

In 3017, 2 seven-judge Bench of the Supreme
Ciourt gave a wider interpretation to the appeal in
the name of religion (Abhiram Singh = C.0.
Commachen) and held that sudh an appeal would
inchude even the religion of vobers and not merely
ﬂu.tuﬂ:hemle-mdu This means that no appeal

The two principal lnws relating io <
namely, The Representation of The People Act,
:IQSOnnd'l‘heREplﬂmlzumu{m Pl:npieﬁ.l:t

er in the name of the religion of the
camndidate or volers & pemmissible. Political
parbe: would dowell to read carefully these

1951, combxina code on

el before they set out to bombard the

Imh.'hfnmtumnmlﬂuﬁnnm
confidence in the men who operate the system.
But.:na.nalm:ﬁptmm u{d.eg:rm:l:mud

itis icle 1o everything in
the garden is hovely. Jugicial Lrlervmlnrltu
restore the sanctity of the system as well as o
pumish the aubwerters of the system can go a long
wity in sharing up public morale. This & wihy the
Inslian public has widely wekoomed the twe
judgments of the Supreme Court on the electoral
bonds scheme and the mayoral electons in
Chansdigarh.

The people of India will elect a new Lok Sabha
soun. There & nprecedented religions ferour in
Ehe country today. It is relatively easy to excite the
people of India in the nome of religion or
mythalogy. [tis also natural for religiows feraoar
b be reflected in the dectonl outcome. Whether
Ehee sescular Constitution, Lws and Lw courts can
protect the integrity of the dectorl system in
such a surcharged atmosphere is the candinal
guestion that confronts citizens today.

The: of religion

Political parties and their leaders cannot, in the
CifCUMSIaNCes, CATY OUt Ay ESCOE aperation.
They will oaly go with the ow. Political parties
mtuhmea]mmlurgmrn&udnnl’ﬂ of the
Representation of People Act 1951 which deaks
with a range of corrupt practices that invalidate

mu“hmmwﬂ&

Subversion of the electoral process can take
place at different levels, and at different stages of
an election. The Returming Officer in the
Chandigarh Corporation has shown how easy it is
o achieve that ohjective even at the stage of
eounting of vobes_ It is true that the Mayoral
election or elections 1o Corporations ane not
But, the corporations’ regulations which govern
such elections also have the sime principles o
ersure free and fair elections, which is a part of
the basic structure of the Constitation.

There are apprebensions

The Chaneligarh episode has created grane
apprehensions in the public mind abowt the
Future of India's electoral democracy. But the
decisive and timely intervention by the Supreme
Cowart has saved it, at least for the time being. In
the normel course of things, legal remedy &a
Eme-consuming affadr whidh keeps alive the
possihility of mischievous interventions in the
electoral process.

Itrsru:l a happry thowght that afber 75 years af
India’s experiment with electorl democracy,
Indian citizens are witness to attempts to subvert
the electoral process. They should cross their
Emgers and hope that it does not happenin
Fubure.
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Drop the garland model to let science in India blossom

cientific meetings, or conferences, are

where researchers with similar or aligned

amears of interest gather and serve as
impartant avenwes for the disousson and
dissemination of science.

The=e mestings often indude presentations or
talls on comemparary reseanch findings, along
with expert interactioms an topics of science and
prafessicnal development. Across the
intermational scienbfic eoosysiem, several
academic conferences or mestings are organised
every year, aften by scentific societies, research
institutes, universities, and organgations.

The ‘bougquet giving" model

‘The standard academic meeting model imvalves a
‘care group of organisers — or i scientific society —
responsible for 3 rnge of txks, that include
phnning the meeting programme, inviting
experts, dissemiroting the mesting information
to researchers in the Beld, and raising and
allocating funds for the event.

Sciemtists at these meetings inchede imvied
speakoers, whio are often those with exceptional

ents in an area of work, along with
severil other researchers and professionals who
have o pay a fee 1o attend the mesting and share
their Etest research discoveries,

In recent tmes, scientific conferences across
the world Inn.-incrusi.rﬁ_v adopied reimagined
conference formats that, in addition to robust
scientific discourss, suppart cantemparary
acxdemic practices nsch a5 o ical
interactions, career-stage equity, diversity, and
sustainability. Every year, India bosts a multitude
of such mestings and conferences acnoss various
fields of science, technology, engineering, and
mathermatics. These meetings are organissd by
communities of scentists or scientific sodeties
anl, depending on the scale, are held at instinstes
oF universities or at brger comvention centres and
conclaves. While the content of scientific
meetings in India conforms to the standard
academic model of talks, presentations,
dizcussions, and inberactions, the condusct of
meetings devistes sharply from contemporary
an] emerging conference formats.

Karishma Kaushik
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The persisence
of outdared
frameworks in
the comduct of
the schentific
meetings in
India is affecting
s scienific
practbce

To start with, scentific conferences in India
comtinue to uphald bureascratic and hierarchical
framewaorks that are largely outcdated. Often
called the “instifutiomali=ation of meetings”, this
includes the mandatory presence of institute
administraiors on canference committees,
ar,garlmers limted in order aF senior’ and ‘juniar”

and the at in the
distritnstion of work r\q:u:msl:ﬁm:: based on
scienkists’ designations.

Thiz bureancratic footprint is als reflected in
the proceedings, which often begin with
prokanged talls by science administrators, with
the sessions commencing only after the arrival of
dignitaries, and sequentially late. Other
aspects that underscone this hierarchy are
segregied seating in onder of academic
degignation, bougquet and shawd ceremonies, and
ebborate gift-giving rituals for speakers.

We aleo el by critically reevaluate certain
meeting practices in India in the contest of
growing calls for secular scientific proctice and
the need for gender and social inchusivity and
diversity in science. It is not uncomenon to find
scientific pcrugwnmu in India starting with
‘imnguration’ ceremaonies, that inchode “mp
Eighting' and devotional songs, and conference
mmberials replete with religious symbaolism.

I addition, the lack of gender and diversity
awarenes i well documented in mesting
programmes, that inchede all-male speakers or
pansellists (also known as momels) and sessions

(WIA) series from IndiaBicscience (the
organization that this writer is afiliated with) is
another example. nitiated in 2009, the YIM
series has focused on scentific networking and
mentorship among life scentists in kndi, and has
continued to do s with “no-garkind” featares”
sach as speaker lists in alphabetical order, roamd
table seating, equal gender rup:ruer'l.:ﬂ:un upen
imteractions among scientists who are in every
stage af their caneers, nmlmrat:mrlu.-m‘.'rdgum
symbiolism, formal inaugural ceremonies,
pruﬁ:n:s and sahstations for speakers, and
sowrvenir and bouguet distributions.

A revamp will senad a clear
These examples indicate that comamunities of
scientists in India recognise the nesd to revamp
the conduct of sdentific mestings in the country
The persistence of oudated frameworks in the
eonduct of the majority of sdentific mestings in
Indlia has immediate mplications related to the
mature and the culture of scientific practice in the
country. Bureancratic scientific engagements
continee i fuel longstanding academic
challenges such as hierarchical and career-stage
imequities. Non-secular and non-inclhusive
mesting practices overlook presdng challenges:
and persistent advocacy rebied to gender
representation, intersectionality and
noa-denominational science in the country. On
the other hand, re-imagining the structure amd
eonduct of sientific mestings could make

such a8 *women in scence” that pletely fail to
account for larger diversity isswes in science, such
a5 historically marginalised groups and
LGETOLA scientists.

As a contrast

In spite of this, fhere are examples of scentific
meetings in India with framewarks that support
informal and non-hierarchical engagement and
interactions. The anmual mesting series, “No
Garland Neurvscience' (NGN), uses a smple,
sustainable, and kow-in-oost approach, while
keeping the focus on the scientiic content and
dizcussions,

‘The long-term Young Investigators' Mesting

Lanming and bkl y ruom for improved
pral:h.c:sml:h as ['l_l,h‘xl. ] enuslti-huky
conference formets, 1 conference code of ethics,
A comscious indusion of diversity, and ciregiver
support and childcre grants for attendees.

Impartantly, the revamp of scientific
conferences in India oould also have long-term
implications relaed fo India's spirations iobea
technalogy research ecosysten. The hger
mesage will be that scdence in India supports
contemporary comversations on egalitarianism,
dnmr_v,m:lm'rty accessibility, and
sustainability, and is ready to adopt them in the
practice and the dissemination of science.
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