STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Decrypting today’s psephology and anti-incumbency

that the algorithm is the most impartant

word of the 21st century. But another word

that & giving it a run for #s money during
the electoral seasom is “anti-incumbency”.
Psepbulngslsmnwimdnfmrplm
mnﬂ:umurﬂﬂﬂmﬂn'lﬁ'l:htnﬂhngll}nt
happen as a part of anti-incumbency. They
almiost speak of # the way cricket commentators
speak of averages. Evenin cricket, it ofien makes
no sense to say that a team won at a venue for ‘o’
number of Gmes, which ofien bas no correlation
ar causation with the result in the next game. In
cricket, this could add io the erfertainment
quotient, but io reduce elections o a law of
averages & io completely miss the thrust that
needs o be there in foregrounding the key ssues
that matter to people, and why they tum out 1o
voie in such large numbers.

In:el.i.m"nrr':‘m:] Noah Harari had sid

A displacement of the foons

‘What such anodyne of anti-incumbency
mamm:mﬂmmmem&u
matter and neduces # o mverages and the
business of predicion (ke Nostradamus). Even
more dismaying is that sach hoguage iends o
normalise discontent. For example, the Congress
last in the Kajasthan Assembly election because
that has been the trend for the kst 30 years,
which disphces the question why are people
perennially unhappy withlhﬂ':gmemmﬂ:lurhd
what are the issues that have been

for 30 years. Hadﬂ:el:nngenmg:lﬁquﬂ:m
the debate would be about the Congress having
beaten anti-ncumbency, and in terms of how the
trend was broken. Or, it could then be argued
that there i a trend of pro-incumbency, as sen
i Gujarat and Madina Pradesh.

[But the goestion is not about pro-inoembency
i Madhya Pradesh but, msiead, how a
grveemment does win a large rumber of seats
with anot- Ionkl?gmmma:k
record. Why did issses of mis-governance not
matter? Or, haw were they made not o matter?
This displacement of focus on social development
conirimtes landsomely to ‘electoral autocracy”.

The language of anti-incumbency isa
techmecratic one that works as a neo-liberal
assemblage. it flattens out complex processes o
fieed the electronic media and digital images. The
hnglgnfmrﬁgs:.rﬂqu:.rﬁ.ﬁri.:gduﬂu:l
autcomes furmns the eleciorl process into
wmuqmmn_hnnfﬂlepmblmnl}m
policy preferences and differences between
political parties have become so marginal to the:
process that quantification is the only method left

hum:lczsemedd:ﬂm:ucu'beﬂrm&ep:ms.
The T of ‘choicel
eleciorate is comverted mamﬂnmgﬁal

hwuf'mm'.'m'md'm-md
] anti-incumbency’.
-

Aday Gudavarthy | The power of a certain party
5 Assiiale Prefisoe, Further, the comolbry of such a laingage that
Cantew Tor Political u'upbﬂmﬂ&mptmnyfumuﬂm
Studbi, Jawahadal af the B Jarata Party (B]F) 2=
Mahru Usivirsity. an electoral machine. b is the sheer speed and

ik nisan bosk i
“Poktics, ESics and
Emetions in

i Il

Election
analysis & mow
eilertainment
Tewdimg vper-
nasticnalism, in
which critical
debate and
reflection

are missing

from across the border against Mr. Modi. What
dioes mach baseless discoarrse do o trust that i
necessary for amy functional demooacy in the
long run? Deliberation is being
displaced by ‘comspiracy’, and social issues gt
comveried into a discourse an seouritisation.
Al these electoral battles become comverted
into 3 war 2one and 2 rero-sum game. The Last
mimute pressure - like the st over in a cricket
match — brings tension and drama, and is B the
dm:xufzmuwl}r.ﬂh’]td:uhfmm

scale’ that brings forth the g

on Esues to, :msl:ﬂd...w‘l:ntsm

o effici
:Mhﬂnﬂkmduﬂm:dem:rahhmru
that becomss the focus of analysis by
peephalagisis. The BIP is today able i address
iszues through its sheer capacty to generate a
great amount of kst mimite mobilisition. Eardier,
wee would argue that the electarate suffers from
shart-term memory that allows political parties i
gt awary with munder. Now it is about last mine
campaigrng. This again makes ‘orgamisation’,

and “a bigh-decibel ign’ a pari and
p:ndmdzgmhs?;mudmdm:] e
engineering. It again displaces the Gct of why or
low orgarssational power allows the BFF o
subvert social power dymamics. OF how a great
degres af social fragmentation is forged to divide
social groups. Of whan it does i weaken the
ahility to raise disconbent. At ane level, the
process is about normalising discontent. And at
anather, about criminalising dissent and the
ummﬂmﬁlm:sﬂhdw

and meticulous planning. All

Ddl}ﬂepu'ncuzsmlalrrmahmdu:d:herpm
or anti-incumbency!
Fimally, electoral mobilsation bas nomalized

:Inmnmnmbemmngz:pactth The specire

urbﬂ:tmmg..lndﬂ:n.tmlumbemms ar s
attemmpied io be pushed as, the criberia of
electoral choice. When bir. Modi succeeds it is
often typified a “Modi Magic’ and attributed 1o
Mr. Modi’s great oratary shalls. Bt what is
happening is a stuffing down the throats of
people of high-decibed and extremely dystopan
images meant io create cognitive and emotiosal
dissonance. Elections are maoving away from
isswes to that of speed. scale and organisational
efficiency replcing or oifsetting ectorl
choioes made an the basis of issues.

and electoral amalysis are already a
‘willing part of this shift. They are more
techniques and technologies of power dymamics
rather than anahysis meant for reflection and
deliberation. What sach technocratic psephaology
does is b ensily convert it and make it 2 part of
the campaign of the ruling dispensation. Why so

lis go =0 dramatically wrong is never
zpmufﬁngun.ﬂnaﬁ time there are
elections, we are back to this hoguage of
antH-incumbency and averages, where critical
debate and reflection are swept under the carpet.

of drama is a part of elecioral ation
hﬂ&mmmmﬂe&uﬂandﬂxﬁhtnd'
collective trust becomes sidelined. It bas become
a new normal for election anahysts and
peephalogisis i aver and expect the Prime
Mlanister, Nﬂmﬁ%mthhd:.lnpaﬁummlﬂ
minse that will tili votes in the B]Ps
Eavour even if the BJPP has performed missrably in
terms of povernance. In Kamataka, for eample,
the B faced a great degree of discoment
becanse of massive comruption and other related
is=ues af social apathy. But Mr. Modi, in last
minuse anempis, tried o comvert & into a debate
omn Hajrang Hali, misinterpreting it as Bajrang [al,
or the other way round. Mr. Modi farther claimed
that the Congress was interested in seceding
Karnataka from India. In Gujarat, in eardier
electiors, it was about Prime Mirister Manmolan
Singh and a former Vice-President taking ‘supari®

DNisapp e of issnes

Orver a perind, there has been near-onmplete
invisibilation of a lot of issues that were
considered a part of public discourse in India.
What are the levels of in India? And,
Belowr Powerty Line | * What percentage of
the population is BPL, which was part of public
debate not so long ago, and which has been
replaced mow by the bnguage of GDP growth
raies — again the language of numbers and
averages? What are the working conditions of
migrants in the informal sector that had become:
inwvisible till migrants began to walk back home:
during the CONIDHY pandemic bdddown? It is a
differert maner that death itself became imvisile
during the pandemic. i is this technooratic
invisibilEaion that has become the root and
source of ionalizm and the freshly
minted fmtasy of becoming a vistwegun.
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Harvest the Odisha story to ensure food security

COP28, or the 3023 United Nations.

Climate Change Conference (Novernber
30 to December 12, 202%), in Dubai, the United
Arab Emirates, the worsening impact of the
climate crisis paints a grim picture for the planet,
peace and prosperity.

Dizasters are projected to increase to 560 per
year, that is 1.5 per day: hunger and malmutrition
are expected to prow by 20% if the dimate
change impact goes unchecked, and food
productivity is expected to decline by 21% due to
plobal warming.

As the world witnesses a worsening global
food crisis precipitated by the mounting climate
crisis, spiralling conflicts and distressed
livelihoods, Odisha's transformational journey is
increasingly being cited a= a mode! and a source
of ideas for creating food security that is bailt
around equity and sustainability.

Odisha's story has three spedific themes in the
current scenario: how the State strengthened
food security by ransforming agriculture through
a community-driven approach and built
resilience to climate impact.

! s the world's leaders are in a huddle for

Agricultural transformation

In the past two decades, Odisha has moved from
importing rice from other States and making ends
meet in the pre-2000s to, in 2022, producing
13,606 million tonnes of food grains, its highest
production on record.

There are two notable aspects: a majority of
farmers are small/marginal, and productivity has
increased despite stable crop area. The average
rice yield, which is Odisha'’s main crop, has
tripled in two decades. In 2000-01, the average
yield was 10,41 quintals per hectare, but by
2020-21, it had increased to 27.30 quintals per
hectare.

Kalahandi district was known as the "land of
hunger.” but has now been transformed into
Odisha’s rice bowl. Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik shared this at the United Nations World
Food Programme headquarters, where he
addressed Odisha's commitment towards
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achieving the “Zero Hunger' goal of Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 2

The focus is on small and marginal farmers
and increasing their income. This has directly
contributed to strengthening their food security
and creating resilient livelihoods.

Implementing flagship schemes such as
Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income
Augmentation (KALIA) and disseminating
scientific crop management practices through
comventional and digital extension have increased
non-paddy crop cultivation, while paddy
cultivation has decreased. Schemes such as the
Odisha Millet Mission have also helped diversify
crops and promote climate resilience.

Resilience and sustainability

Due to its gengraphical bocation and physical
conditions, Odisha i particularly vulnerable to
the effects of climate change. This phenomenaon
«can disrupt current growth strategies and
exacerbate poverty, as it may lead to a loss of life,
livelihoods, assets, and infrastructure. Odisha has
proactively developed a comprehensive Climate
Change Action Plan to address these concerns.

This plan covers various sectors, including
agriculture, coastal zone profection, energy,
fisheries and animal resources, forests, health,
industries, mining, transport, and urban and
water resources. It was formulated by a team of
experts from multiple departments and
incorporates inputs from civil society. Various
departments and agencies are responsible for
implementing the activities identified in the plan,
which are being monitored by a committes
headed by the Chief Secretary.

The approach towards climate resilience is
being developed from the bottom up. The Crop
‘Weather Watch Group conducts weekly meetings,
sees field visits by officers, and has video
conferences to monitor the cop programme.
This helps the authorities to take necessary
measures during adverse weather conditions
such as cyclones, floods, and droughts, which are
frequent in the State.

Crop planning is done at the district level by

offidals of allied departments, considering the
agro-climatic zone. Farmers are adopting
climate-resilient cultivation practices, that incude
integrated farming, zero-input-based natural
farming, non-paddy crops, better water
management, water-saving devices, e-pest
surveillance, and large-scale farm mechanisation
with women-friendly drudgery-reducing farm
implements. Training farmers in crop-specific
techniques, including integrated nutrient and
pest management, has boosted food grains
production.

Social protection

The consistent improvemnent of the agricultural
sector has made Odisha a surplus Seate for paddy
production. It is the fourth most significant
contributor to the paddy pool of the Food
Corporation of India. According to the available
staistics for 20230-3, Odisha produces % of the
total rice in India and accounts for 4.22% of the
toital fiood-prain production of the country.

The partnership between the United Nations
‘World Food Programme and the Government of
Ondisha has seen innovation for pilots on
improving food and nutrition security schemes,
=uch as the application of biometric technology in
the Targeted Public Distribution System in
remaote Rayagada district back in 2007, or rice
fortification in Gajapati district, to name a few. In
the State Ranking Index for the National Food
Security Act by the Department of Food and
Public Distribution, Government of India, for
2022, Odisha emerped as the top-ranked State in
the entire country. The WFP collaborates with the
Government of Odisha on its food security,
livelihood and climate resilience initiatives.

Odisha’s transformative journey, from food
grains scarcity to the peneration of surplus,
sustained efforts in climate-proofing its
agricultural system, crop diversification,
protection of the interest of the smallholders, dnd
fieod and nutrition security for the yulnerable
presents a unique development model for other
Seates in the context of the challenges of global
climate change.
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