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‘Health Walk’ tracks to open
tomorrow in T.N.s 38 districts

The list of venues and Google Map links will be available on the DPH and Preventive Medicine

website; screening camps will be organised along the path on the first Sunday of every month

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ith ‘Health
w Walk’ tracks all

set to be
launched in the 38 districts
of Tamil Nadu, the identi-
fied stretches along with
Google Map links will soon
be available on the website
of the Directorate of Public
Health (DPH) and Preven-
tive Medicine.

In a bid to encourage pe-
ople to walk, the Health
Department designed
‘Health Walk’ tracks along
the lines of an 8-km walk-
ing track in Tokyo. Health
Minister Ma. Subramanian
had earlier stated that the
initiative would be
launched on November 4.

“We identified the exist-
ing suitable pathways and
developed them with assis-
tance from urban local bo-
dies, including installing
benches along the routes.
Display of suitable infor-
mation material on the be-
nefits of walking and sig-

State Health Minister Ma. Subramanian and Chennai Corporation
Commissioner J. Radhakrishnan inspecting the ‘Health Walk' track
at Besant Nagar on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nage indicating the route
for every kilometre are
among the features of the
initiative. Our health teams
will join the walkers on the
first Sunday of every
month and also organise
screening camps at suita-
ble locations along the
‘Health Walk’ pathway,”
T.S. Selvavinayagam, Di-
rector of Public Health,
said.

The list of venues and

Google Map links will be
available on the directo-
rate’s website -
www.tndphpm.com. The
starting point of the walk-
ing tracks are being put up
and identified routes will
be posted soon on the web-
site.

In Chennai, the track
begins and ends at the Dr.
Muthulakshmi Park in
Adyar. The East Club Road,
Race Course, in Coimba-

tore; Silver Beach, Deva-
nampattinam, in Cudda-
lore; Collector Office
entrance in Kancheepu-
ram; Sunset Point in Kanni-
yakumari; Race Course
Outer Road in Madurai; Ad-
ditional Collectorate, Ooty,
in The Nilgiris; Paruthipat-
tu Lake Green Park in Tiru-
vallur; Science Park, Anna
Nagar in Tiruchi; and
Gandhi Statue near Vellore
Fort, are among the identi-
fied health walk venues,
according to officials.

Being health-conscious
“Every individual should
take responsibility for his/
her health and also give
their support and motiva-
tion to friends and family
members. This mass move-
ment will definitely bring
down the non-communica-
ble diseases risk factors ov-
er the years. The govern-
ment can facilitate this
movement but every indi-
vidual should take respon-
sibility for their health,” Dr.
Selvavinayagam said.
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Slowing momentum
Persistent inflation alongside moderate

growth remains a challenge

atest data, including the official Index of

Eight Core Industries for September and

S&P Globals Purchasing Managers' Index
(P fior the manufacturing sector for October,
point (o & palpable softening in economic mo-
mentum. The government's provisional figures
for outpur across the key infrastructure indus-
tries, from cement and coal to steel and electric-
iry, show the average year-on-year growth in pro-
duction eased appreciably to a four-month low of
E.1% in Septembser, from the 12.5% pace posted in
Auguist. The pace of expansion flagged across all
but one of the eight sectors, with only fertilizers
registering a quickening in growth from the pre-
ceding momnth as farmers stocked up on the key
agriculiural input ahead of the rabd season. Hea-
vy rains in the final month of the southwest maon-
soon season, which resulted in 13% surplus pre-
cipitation for September, also likely contributed
to dampening demand and outpur for cement,
electricity and steel, all of which saw significant
showing in growth from double-dight paces in Au-
gust. Sequentially, production in fact contracted
across all the efght sectors, with the overall index
declining 4.8% from August’s level. Coal offered
thie sibver lining: the year-on-year growth in ouwt-
put of the fuel eased only slightly to a still robust
16.1% pace, from August's 17.9%, and posted just a
1.5% sequential contraction.

Independently, the more up-to-date survey-
hased manufacturing Phll data for October bai-
tresses concerns that broader economic momen-
tum may vet again be sliding for want of traction.
The seasonally adjusted &P Global India Manu-
facturing PMI signalled sectoral growth slid to an
elght-month bow last month, amid a weakening in
demand, particularly for consumer goods. Facto-
ries saw new orders rise at the showest pace in a
year, with even international sales bosing vigour.
More worrying is the fact that less than 4% of the
about 400 companies surveyed said they were
adding staff, thus depressing job creation in ma-
nufacturing to the showest bevel since April. Inpur
cost inflation also accelerated. But factory gate in-
flatkon was considerably slower indicating that
with demand uncertain, producers were forced
to temper the pass-through of higher costs. With
business confidence ebbing to a five-month bow,
the panellists cited rising inflation expectations
as the key factor expected to dent demand and
production growth over the next 12 months. And
the advance estimates for bower kharif output,
disconcertingly flag the fact that the farm sector
may be able to offer little succour as rural in-
comes get hit. Policymakers have their task cut
out to surmount the twin challenges of slowing
growth and persistent inflation.

Scapegoating
Pakistan should not blame Alizhan
refugess for its ills and evils

he Pakistan government's order to all un-
documented migrants to leave the coun-
iry by October 31 has thrown the lives of
hundreds of thousands of Afghan refugees in jeo-
pardy. The interim government in Islamahad says
irs decisbon is not targeted at any particular na-
donality. But given the numbers of Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan, it is evident who is being rarget-
ed. Over the decades, millions of Afghans have
taken refuge in Pakistan, mostly fleeing violence
in their civil war-stricken country. According o
the United Mations, about 1.3 million Afrhans
have been registered as refugees, while another
B, 80,000 have legal status to stay. But Pakistan's
Interior Ministry says some 1.7 million people are
staying “illegally”, a vast majority of them Af-
ghans. Ar least 6,000,000 Afghans are helieved o
have fled to Pakistan after the Taliban recaptured
power in Kabul in 2021, Many others had moved
during the Soviet military intervention in the
19805, Pakdstan's order states thar they should
either leave on their own or face detention and
deportation. Pakistan has already set up deporta-
tion centres 1o round wp “illegal™ migrants and
deport them. Thousands are now stranded on
the Afghan-Pakistan border, while others are in
fear of arrest and violence in Pakistan, leading o
the UN's warning of a “humanitarian ragedy”.
Pakistan’s argument is that the presence of il-
legal migrants has led to rising crime and terror
attacks and is straining its struggling economy.
“There have been 24 suicide bomb attacks since
Jamuary this year and 4 of them were carried out
by Afghan nationaks,” interim Interlor Minister
Sarfraz Bugti said on October 3, when he an-
nounced the deportation plan. Pakistan, which i
to have its national elections in January, is also
reeling under hyperinflation, a balance of pay-
ment crisis and high rupee depreciation. But the
sodution to these woes is not the forceful deporta-
tion of L7 million people. The responsibility for
most of the problems Pakistan now faces lies
with its rulers. When its military and civilian lea-
dership continued to play power games, trying to
ouiwit each other and maximise powers in their
hands, its economy was neglected. The security
crisis it is facing today is a result of its own dual
policy on terror — fighting some outfits while sup-
porting others. When the Taliban, which were
backed by Pakistan’s military-intelligence esta-
blishment, recaptured power in August 2021, it
was largely seen then as a victory for Pakistan's
eenerals. But the security crisis Pakistan is facing
now sugpests that the sense of victory did not last
long. Skirmishes along the porous Af-Pak border
are ako commaon these days. What Pakistan is do-
ing is scapegoating tens of thousands of poor Af-
ghan refugees for the failures of its own policies.
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Ruthless Men in Blue demolish listless Islanders

Gl Kohli and Shreyvas’ dazzing knocks catapult India w 357 before Shami and Sira) boss over the Lankan line-up to skittle ic out for 55; the host’s seven in seven seals a semifinal berth

ODE WORLD (9

K.C. Vijava Kumar

MUMBAI

ike biting into a bun-
maska dunked in
Irani tea in those old
Parsi restaurants in this
teeming metropolis, India
revealed a similar ease as it
tucked into 3 hapless Sri
Lanka here on Thursday.
The Men in Bhue's se-
venth triumph in this
World Cup was mounted
upon muscubr batting and
relentless fast bowling and
the fans at the Wankhede
Stadium relished every se-
cond of 2 Jop-sided contest
that sealed the host's semi-
final berth.

Huge margin

Having posted 357 for
eight, Rohit Sharma's men
bundied out Sri Lanka for
55in19.4 avers and won by
302 runs. Jaspeit Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj dis-
missed Pathum Nissanka
and Dimuth Karunaratne
respectively when the bat-
ters were yet o open their
accounts. If the openers
were trapped right in front
with ruffled pads, Sadeera
Samarawickrama edged St
raj and skipper Kusal Men-
dis found the Hyderabadi
dismantling his citadel.

No respite

With four batters in the hat
and just three on the
beard, there was no respite
as Mohammed Shami bus-

tied in. He missed a hat-
trick but inflicted enough
damage as Sri Lanka hob-
bled at 14 for six in 10 ov-
ers, and once Shami (five
for 18) castled Angelo
Mathews, the visitors were
dawn for the count.

In the afternoon while a
sea of blue shithered in
from Marine Drive and
Churchgate station, Men-
dis won the toss and elect-
ed to field. His counterpart
Rohit ficked the first ball

next ball into the stumps
while the apener played in-
side the line.

The initial worries were
allayed by Virat Kobli. He
redirected Madushanka to-
wards fine-leg and Shub-
‘man Gill pulled the seamer
as a partnership began to
take shape. There were
some dase shaves too as
Charith Asalinka dropped
Gill on eight and Dushman-
tha Chameera failed to
katch onto a caught and
bowled chance off Kohli
when the hatter was on 10.
Thery were difficult catches
but matches tum on such
sdender threads.

Peach of a shot

Soon Kohli essayed his
drives but the peach was a
straight-driven four off Ka-
sun Rajitha. Gill, the stylish
apprentice to the master at
the other end, cut and
ficked. He switched to tur-
bo-moxde, hoisting sives off
Chameera and Dushan He-

mantha. However, the 189-
run second-wicket partner-
ship concluded when Gill
(92, 92h, 1ix4, 2x6) lobbed
Madishanka  into  the
gloves of Mends.

Just like Gill, Kohli (38,
9db, 11x4) too fell aginst
the run of phay, popping up
a catch off Madushanka.
The muchanticipated re-

cord-equalling 49th ODI
ton proved elusive while
the original maestro Sa-
chin Tendulkar watched
from the stands. The next
dua of Shreyas lyer and
KL Rahul scored briskly
with the former hoisting
sixes for fun. But another
soft dismissal emanated
when Rahul picked the fel-

der at shart-cover.
Suryakumar Yadav too
did not kst long but
Shreyas cruised. A pulled
six off Madushanka (fve
for 80), followed by one
straight down the ground
showed the Mumbaikar in
all his glory befare he (82,
56b, 3x4, 6x6) holed out as
another imminent century

became a mirage. India by
then had enough to leave
the visitors deflated.

INDIA: Norwermite 5 vi.
South Africa, Kov¥ota, 2 0.m

SRILANKA: No g
Bangiadesh, el 7pm

SCOREBOARD
-

Mo
Fehit Sharma b Madushanka 4
20, 14y, Shubeman Gill ¢ Mendis.
b Madushanka 52 (92, 204,
23, Virat Kob ¢ Nissaria
Madsharia 85 (540, 11x9),
Shroyas dyer ¢ Thosksdana b
Madusharica 82 (SEB, 3ué, 646,
KL Rabulc
Cramae . 298,
Suryaikumar Yot ¢ Nonds &
Madushaia 11 (36, 2],

, Jasprit Bumeah fnot

cut) § (10}; Extras (b5, Ib6, wd,

o1 20, Totad (o St whis. i

S0 owors) 357,
FALL OF WICKETS

14 (Rehit, 0.2 overs), 193 (Gif,

25,6, 3-196 (ohii, 31.3), 4251

413, 6.333 {Sheayas, 473,735
[shami, 49,3, 8357 (2
58
SR LANKA BOWUNG
Madushania 100305,
Crameona 162731, Rajitha
$0.65.0, Nathows 30-110,

Pamum Nessanka lbw b Bumeah
0104, Dimasth Karuraratne Bwb

€ Shreyars b Siraj 0 (4, Charieh
Asalaka ¢ Jadoia b Shami 1
(245, Angsio Wathows b Shami
12250, 2w, Dushan Hamanta
€ Ratel b Shami 0/20),

Dushmantha Chamesra ¢ Rahad b
Shasmi 0 €8/, Mabacsh
Thaskshana et out] 12 (238,
204), Kasiun Ragitha ¢ Gl b Shaesi
14170, 2w}, Dishan
Madushanka ¢ Shreyas b Jadeja S
(62, Led); Extras (b5, -1, wed)
10; Total §in 19.4 overs}: 55.
FALL OF WICKETS.
10 Mssarka, 0.3}, 22
(Karunaratng, 1.1), 32
(Samarawichrama, 15, 4-3

INDIA BOWLING
Bumiah 5-14.1, Sraj 7-2-16:3,
Shami 51185, Kuldeap 2-0.3,

Theskahana 100670, Jadeja 04-04-1
Homantha 80520 Toss: S Lanka, PoM: Shan.
SRILANKA inckic won by 302 runs.
Points table
[
India 10/ 7 7 0
South Africy 7 0 1
australia 4 2
Niwm Zaslieid Y 4 3
] 3 3
v ) 3
7 2 3
Hethertards % 2 4
Borgladesh € 1 [
Ergland g 1 5

Q Qualified 1 £ ENinated
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