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Simultaneous polls — but only in a presidential system

fresh atempt is being made by the

Barenclra Modi government to veer

torwards ane nation-one pall, which

would men that all State elections are
heeld simultaneously with the general election b
the Lok Sabha. In order to kickstart this process,
one would need to curtail the term of the
Assemblies in several States, whose ferms haoe
mat ended at the time the Lok Sabha edection i fo
take place.

Diptions that are undemocratic

There is a desper problem in implementing one
matinn-ome poll. In the present paramentary
system of India's democracy, at both the central
and State levelk, since the sumvival of the
government & dependent on its enjoying the
confidence of the majority of the house
{mnajorities can change mid-term becase of splits
in parties, defections or even if some Members of
Parfiament/Members of the Legisative
Asgemblies from the ruling party refusing o
support the government) the government can &1
midHerm ths leading o mid-term elections.

, in oo naton-one poll you cannot have
midHterm elections if the rest of the States and the
Centre have to go to the polls together. Therefore,
the oaly option would be bo either continue with
a mincrity government headed by o Chisf
Mimisten Prime Mindster who has lost the
canfidence of the House or to impose President’s
rule for the rest of the term. In my view, bath
these options would be undemocratic as it waould
e that lhe gvernment rules the Centre/Sttes

the confidence of the majority
of the House. This will defizat the esence of
democracy ina Fur]ncrrlen.tary system.

Theredore, in my view, one nation-one poll is
passible oaly if we switch to a presidential form

government where the govemment is run by a
directly slected President/ Governor whao does not
neet 10 enjoy the confidence of the majority of
the Howse. This happens in countries such as the
United Stafes. In those countries, there is alsoa
chear line of succession laid down for the
President/ Governar. If the President dies
miidHerm, the Vice-President and thereafiter the
Speaker becomes the President for the rermainder
off the term. Such a presidential system cin hove
one naton-one poll withaut compromising the:
eszenee of 1 demaocracy.

The izsie of one mation-one poll has been
nm'rlm.:d by the Law Commission and some
park committees as well and the
Durl:h.um'u.u that it would be uxmadmgh-
difficuh o imy it withwonst sub
changes to the Constitution.. There wene some
suggestions that ooe maticn-one poll can happen
even ina parliamentary democracy by ensuring
that when a grsernment loses the confidence of
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the majority of the House by a no-oonfidence
maotion, such a no-confidence moetion must be
acoompanied with a confidence motion inan
alterrotive government. This will ensure that
some government or the other continues for the
remmainder of the term. However, the problem
here is that the legiskitors may not have
ermfidence in an alternative government if they
fiee] thiant 2 substantial oumber of Members of the
House have lost the confidence of the people.
Therefore, the will of the people about the
grvernment can only be determined by fresh
elections.

1f ame provides that 3 no-confidence motion
has bo be accompanied by a confidence motion in
an alternate grvemment, we may have a situation
ofa government comtinuing in office which
effectively has lost the confidence of the maority
of the membsers. [twill not be able to pass:
lesgilation or even money Bills and fnance Bills,
without which it will become difficult to run the
povernment. These suggestions are impractical if
we continue with parkamentary democracy in a
one nation-one pall system.

Need for amendments
The provisions of the Constitution that would
need i be amended to switch to an essentially
presidential system would be = follows: Part V -
The Undan - Chapter | - Executive - Articles 52-78
and Chapter [I - Legisiative Powers of the
Presicent; Part V1 - The States - Chapaer I - The
Executive - Artiches 153-167 and Chapter [V -
Legiskative Poser of the Governor

Intraduction of the presidential system wouald
also requine amendments to include several new
provisions within the Constitufion regarding the
powers af the President, the Governors, the
Council of Ministers, and provisions relating to
the fine of sccesbon.

Some people feel that parliamentary
democracy in India is part of the basic structure
of the Constitution. Though the
Constitution-makers had discussed the isse ofa
parliimentary versus presidential form of
government at some length in the Constil

ders of government such as munidpalities, and
panchayaks will not depend on whether the
system is presidential or parimentary. Ina
presidential system, the power of the government
is comcentrabed in one directly elected person
whether he & the President of the country ar the
Garvermar of the State rather than being in the
tamds of mulEple legislators. This is probably a
reason why the Constitution-fmmers chose a
parliamentary rather than a presidential form
since they did not want executive power tobe in
the hands of one person alone, especilly ina
diverse country such as India. However, that io
ey ] i% mok part of the basic stroctane.

The grvernment’s mive

Thanggh the present government has appointed
anather committes headed by a former President
of India and hand-picked members o decide an
this isue, it does not enjoy a two-thinds majority
in either Howse so as to push through these
amendments without the sapport of a substantial
section of the Opposition. The Opposition, ie.,
the INDIA alliance, hos indicated that it does not
suppart this move. Thus, this fresh attempt (o
switch b one nation-one poll appears o me o be
a man-starter.

I mowy wieew, it meny havve been fooed at this
junctume only to give the government some
leeway to postpone elections in frve States which
are due to go to the polls this vear end. The ruling
jparty is staring at defeat inalmost all these States
ansl do not want to go b the general slection on
the back of a defeat. However, even postponing
these elections in five states Hll April-Sae J004
wiald nvolve constitntional Esoes. For instance,
Artiche ITHI) states that a Legisative Assembly of
astate, unless sooner dissohed, “shall continee
fiar five years from the dabe appointed for its first
meeting and no longer and the expiration of the
i perind of fve years shall operate a5 2
dlissohution of the Assembly®.

Perhaps what the nuling party may be wanting
i b impose President’s rale in these fee States
I:rl\.I mn:umg powers under Article 356 of the
ion and then get a pliant Election

Assembly, they, for good reason, adopted the
Pal"ilml:ﬁ.u.‘\' system in a diverse country such
as India. However, in my view, that would still not
make the parliamentary system part of the basic
structure. Demacracy is certainky a part of the
basic strictures, and is consistent with the
presidential form. One canmot sy that the
American system is not democratic.

Some people also feed that the presidential
system would be antithetical to a Fadernl country.
But that is not the case ether. The United States is
a federal country, with its States enjoying vast
powers even within a presidential form. The
devalation of powers o the Sttes or to the lower

C.l.n'rl:ru.-zu.muﬂmlatum the government's lne
b pestpone the Assembly elections until the:
general election to the Lok Sabha, The question
s, will that not fall foul of the Constitustion and
the Erws? In my view, it will. Though the Supreme
Court of India has held that the Election
Commission of India has a leeway of up to six
muonths to hold the elections after the dissolution
of the Assembily (in Be Special Reference Case 1 of
F00T), the justification of uskng that leewy
meerely becuse a committes & again considering
the idea of one natian-one poll would be 3 mala
ke descision, and thus liable to be struck down by
the courts.

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851



https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

An economic corridor; the Israel link and the geopolitics

presidency went exceptionally well given

the group’s limited economic approach to
the complex issues that the world faces, from
climate change and underdevelopment, wealth
concentration and poverty and, most critically
for our times, falling democratic norms and
principles of peace.

India’s remarkable suecess at the summit this
year, in early September, was captured by the
global press, except in China, for various
outcomes such as the inclusion of the African
Union in the G-20, a tangible offer of clean energy
through a biofuel alliance, increasing substantial
aid for Asia-Africa, an economic corridor that
connects India, West Asia and Europe using an
ambitious rail and shipping link, and the Delhi
Declaration which was a joint statement of all the
group.

A candid view

The joint statement called the Delhi Declaration is
newsworthy because of the fractured
international order and power struggles between
India and the United States with China or the U.S.
with Russia. Despite the absence of China’s
President Xi Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin at the summit, India still got their
agreement for the declaration which sums up the
achievement. Substantially speaking, the
statement is pareve (the Hebrew word for
characterless things; read banal here) as it does
not name Russia for aggression against Ukraine;
but it does evoke the United Nations charter and
principles of territorial sovereignty. An Indian
official revealed the recipe for this
over-applauded collective statement: “India
needed a text that had something for everyone,
so that each member can go back with a win.”

T he 2023 summit of the G-20 under India’s

Khinvraj Jangid

is Associate Professor
and Director, Centre
for Israel Studies,
0.P. Jindal Global
University Sonipat. He
is currently Adjunct
Faculty at the
Ben-Gurion
University, lsrael

Israel is the
weak link in the
India-Middle
East-Lurope
Economic
Corridor plan

But the boldest outcome, and unanticipated by
many, was the announcement of the economic
corridor (the “India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor™), of a rail-ship route, to
transport goods to Europe from India via the
United Arab Emirates-Saudi Arabia-Jordan-Israel.
Such a project will change the geopolitics for the
future. The fact that it challenges China’s Belt and
Road Initiative is beside the more significant
point. U.S. President Joe Biden called it *a real big
deal’, which is transformative for all those
involved and the rest of the world. Israel Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was prompt to
show that Israel has been eager to be a part of
such a project.

Interestingly, in the statement, Mr. Netanyahu
thanked Mr. Biden, and did not mention Mr. Modi
for this idea and initiative to which Israel will
provide all its skills and support. Mr. Netanyahu is
forbidden from diplomatic trophies due to his
domestic politics and not paying attention for
long to the expectations of Mr. Biden’s foreign
policy goals. If he persists on this path, Israel's
foreign policy will suffer. The normalisation of
ties with Saudi Arabia is a precondition for this
economic corridor to materialise.

Israel’s absence, possible factors

In its report on the G-20, Arab News found that
‘India’s G20 leaders' summit had an
unprecedented Middle Eastern Presence’. India
‘set a precedent in G20 history by inviting the
most Middle Eastern countries ever to take part
as guests in the group's key summit’, and one
wonders why Israel, India’s strategic partner also
from the region, was not given such an invitation.
As a host, India invited nine non-member
countries — Bangladesh, Egypt, Mauritius,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman, Singapore, Spain,

and the United Arab Emirates — to the summit. It
is all the more perplexing when the economic
corridor was to be announced at the same
summit and Israel is a part of the plan. Mr. Modi
and Mr. Netanyahu share a good friendship.
Perhaps factors such as a meet between Saudi
Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
and Mr. Netanyahu may have been impossible
unless there was diplomatic normalisation. Mr.
Biden might have also preferred an event without
Mr. Netanyahu because he has avoided him for
the last eight months due to his domestic politics.

A push for peace

Saudi Arabia is willing to end the diplomatic
boycott of Israel. It is a historical change because
such an acceptance of Israel by the most
important, religiously speaking, Muslim country,
will help Israel with other countries such as
Pakistan (already willing), Indonesia and
Malaysia. For such a change, Saudis demand that
Israel commits to the two-state solution and the
well-being of the Palestinian people, even if the
occupation does not end soon. Currently, on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly, Saudi
Arabia, in partnership with the Arab League and
the European Union, has joined forces with Egypt
and Jordan to launch a ‘Peace Day Effort’ aimed
at incentivising lsraelis and Palestinian leaders to
compromise. [srael-Palestine peace is a very
challenging aim and given the rise of extremism
on both sides. it appears all the more impaossible.
Saudi Arabia is aware of it and is still interested in
having deliberations to walk smoothly ameng
Arabs and other Muslims while working with the
Biden administration to make peace with the
State of Israel. The India-Middle East-Furope
Economic Corridor will have to wait until this
happens.
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