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The global order — a fraying around many edges

nitmio Gulerres, the mnth
Secretary-General of the United
Bations (UN), is sounding i i

imcreasinghy
pessimistic about the Rabure of the LK.
Al the opening of the 35th regular session of the
Human Rights Council, Mr. Guterres remarked
that the "luck of unity” amongst UMSC members:
had * perhaps Eatally umdermined its authority”.
Beform is essential, but given the divisons,
COsmEetic miary not be encugh.
E this the end of the road for the curment
global arder?

The world has

At stake is the post-World War onder whase
founlations were built even as the Second Workl
War raged on, reflecting a structure that the
Allied prwers — eventually the victors of that
candlict — it would prevent another global
condlagration. This order is anchored in the
United Nations Organisition, Le., the UN itself,
along with its specalised agendies, fands and
pragrammies. The main erganisibon cames into
being in amsry 942 when the 36 Allied nations
signed the Declaration of the United Nations and
endorsed the Atlantic Chanter of 1941, which in
turn enshrined the war aims of the United States
a:dl!anrbuib'.ugdmn.Tlu:s::\smnd'
inter ions built o e great
e rivalry as it existed three quarers of a
century ago. In the years since, power and
puuspﬂﬂl‘nnﬂnwudamlshﬂmlbﬂn:mmﬂ
from the ariginal sig ies and the i ]
community of states has more than quadnepled.

The UN was created o stop another global war
by upholding the sovereign equality of all nations
suhscribing to the principle of collective security.
Sovereign equality, bowever, faltered ot the doors
of the: Security Coundl, with its five Permanent
Members of super equals, all of whom were
Allied powers, and inchading of course, two major
colomial powers and a third whose imperial
ambitions were mot quite buried.

In negotiations that stretchesd beyond the 942
Declaration, the Soviet Undon was further denvn
into the fold with a 1943 American propaosal of
enforcing peace through four paliceman”, the
LLE., the Scviet Union, the LLE. and China, in
effect rewarding major Allied powers witha

weeta. This might have held the Soviet
Umion claser bo the: Allies and ensured China's
hedp with defeating lapan, but the veto effectively
set in stone the pawer strctures of eardy 19th
century Europe, even as growing calls for
decodonistion and the rvages of a global conifict
were reducing the dominance of the imperial

[rwers.
Conference at Brettan Woods, Mew Hampshire, in
Jusly 1944 established the International Monetary
Funel (IMF) and the Imtemational Bank for
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Reconstrsction and Development (or the World
Banky and, in 1947, the General Agreement v
Tariffs amd Trade (GATT) which was

b growp together to gain more heft in trade
m:gutnﬁmu.lru the very disparate nesds ofan

unwisldy group d in a bundry Est of

the World Trade Org;: in 19695, Togetk

X s that defied

tl‘li}harlcﬁnndtnﬂenrdlit:cmmm#lttu
create a shared international economic order that
would ot repeat the mistakes of the 19300 and
1530, phn post-War recomstruction and
Eberaliee global trade.

It is, therefore, ironic that the crestion of the
IMF embedded a shift in power. By then, imperil
Britain was heavily in debt, with the LS. rising up
by tatkoe s place af the head of the table. Britain
had e relinguish its system of imperial trade
preferences, and the sterling gave way (o the
dollar.

Comntrolling power struchures:

Ve, the ald world dung on e the power
structures of the new institutions. 2= reflectsd in
the governance of the Bank and the Fund. The
Woarld Bank iz alwanys headed by an American
citizen; “Burope’ (Western Europe, in practice)
gets o nominate the head of the IMF. The voting
rights of member-states of the Fund are virtally
Eroecen in time, despite some limited reform.
Currently, the percentage voding rights for, say,
the ariginal BRICS members (Braxl, Rissia, India,
China and South Africa) are 222, 2 55, 263, 6.08
and 063 The LS alome commands 16.5; 2dd 1o it
the votes of the: UKL {(4.03), Germarmy {5.31) and
the rest of the G-7 that tends o vobe with the LS.

member-states) and most reform requires an 85%
majority vabe, effectively handing the U5, a
powerfil veto. The IMF maintains global stability
by promoting Bnancial stability, u&wg:dm

Smaller, more homogenous groupings Gmed
somewhat better.

Owver the years, an alphabet soup of ad hoc
groupings representing an a b carte attitude bo
bil I arsel ernshtiliaberal engag has
profiferated — some with wide-ranging remits,
sach as the OBCD with 38 members, obhers with a
musch marnower fooas, such as the Cuad of the
Indo-Pacific. The China-Jed Asian Infrastrscture
Iveestment Bank (AIE) was concenved @ a
challenger to the World Bank, but, effectively, the:
L5 veto at the Bank is replaced with Beijing's
hold aver the ALB and not everyome i signing up.
Diesspite challenges, the UN-led system & sl the
default option.

Global events and new fult ines
The 200, howesver, ane dealing body blows: to
the gystemn from within, DOAVTD-S dhut down
barders, far people, for goods, for vacdnes,
thereby undermining the promise of a shared
global pumpenq-busedunmgrﬂer
eoaperation. Russia's immsion of Uloaine
revealed the hypocrisy of one of the super equal
rule-makers refusing to follow the nales. And,
Emally, the war in Gaza has exposed the Gt ines
between the developed and developing worlds;
between the guilt over the Holocanst and the
recognition of the Maldba: and betwesn the: need
of the great powers to support the UN and its
organisations and the expediency of guestioning
the legitimacy and effectiveness of the
organisation when support for krael demands it
Mnst:lrlq)un:mtb- this conflict tests the

off several of the Permanent

and providing funds o countries in f
dificulty, s long as they accept conditions set by
the keadlership of the Fund.

Creerall, the UN system. which rests on a series
of international treaties that are now Brmlby

bedded in i sl b, h | the:
comchuct of mbernational relations, albeit inan
mage that Envoured the original Sgnatories of the
UK Charter. Decolonisation, the Cold War, and
the breakup of the Soviet Lngon brought
challenges to this dispensation. But no matter
how the developing world, induding former
cokondes, grouped, they could not overcome the
weto at the Security Council or the vating
structures of the Bretion Woods Instititions
China, of course, found itself perched in the
strange position of being a rule maker in one:
body but a nale taker in the other.

Hising powers responded with alternatives.
The Non-Aligned Movernent tried a more equal
appraach and momal foree for political and social
problems, only o have its shorcomings exposed
in the 1962 India-China war. The G-77 attempted

Bembers to the: bedrock of the UN system — a
commitment o human rights and the genocde
coervention. As West Asia beeters af the predpice,
the UN iz being marginalised by the very plavers
that established it.

What could replace the UN system and how?
The: organisations and groupings outside the UN
are all ad hoe and tend 1o serve Emited interests
rather than universal values. Some function as
chshs (such as the Assocation of Seatheast Asian
Mations, the European Union, G-7, G-20, and the
Workd Economic Forum). Others ane Emidted
alliances envisaged a5 maintaindng regiomal
security (such as the Morth Atlantic Treaty
Organization). Without global treaties and legal
obligations binding them, they are essentially
only as effective as their kst summit. Yet, their
wery existence points o a need for change. The
Fast time the global system changed was in the
aftermath of an all-consuming war. That isa
sobering thought on which to base an evaluation
of the current crumbling glohal architecture.
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Stop the dithering and encourage green elections in India

milst the climate crigs, shifting i
A:mina'bl: practices across every sphers

af human activity has become inevitahle
and ungent. In Augast 30 abead of the
Assemibly elections in fve States, the Election
Commission of India (ECT voiced #s concem over
the emvironmental risks associbed with the use of
nan-hindegradable materiak in elections @t has
‘been urging ' parties and candidates b avoid the
use of plastic/polythene for preparation of
election material during an election campaign,
sinoe 19957, Given that the conduct of every
election results in an avwoidable carbon footprint,
there is a nessd For eco-friendly elections, which
would be a boost bo emvironmental stewarndship
alongside dvic partidpation. Sri Lanka and
Estonia, for instance, have comduscbed
emvironmenaly-ronscious elections. As India,
the word's moest populous demoecracy, F‘:l.'! up
fior the next generul election, emvironmental
considerations must be priocitised. paving the
wary for ‘green elections’.

Why is there a need for a parsdigm chift?
‘The esvironmental int of elections is often
owerlooked. In the 2016 US presidential elections,
the emissions by campaign flights by just one of
the candidates alone were eguivalent o the
carbon footpring of 500 Americans for 2 year.
Traditional methods of conducting elections,
with their reliznce on paper-based materials,
energy-intensive rallies, loudspeakers, PVC Bex
bu.nrlu: I:u.m.rdm amd d.n])miﬂe ibems, e a

BTV int and impact
citizens' health, Themug'nlurleufhlﬂla's
elections, with crores of voters, and maxs political
rallies, amplify this impact. The concept of green
elections entails adopting eoo-friendly practices
at every stage, from cimpaign materials to
election rallies and polling booths.

Research conducted by Willemson J.mll{nps
From Estomia (2037 determined that the primary
source af carbon emisions during elections is
from transportation of voters and logistics to and
from the polling beoths. The ssoondary source is
from ithe runmning of the paolling booths.
‘Transitioning o digital voting systems could
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reduce the carbon foatprint by up In-ifﬂi
Implementing envircnmen

elections will entail Irdmn]ugu:.ﬂ francial and
behaviural challenges. Electronic and digital
voting require robust infrastrocture (especially in
rural areas) and checks: for hacking and frand.
Ensuring that all voters have fair acoess b new
technodogies and the training of officials are
another hurdle. Financial challenges inchade
substantial upfront costs for eco-frie
materials and tschnology, which would deter

s that are financially constrained.
Cualtural inertia in waluing a vober's physicl
presence at palling booths as scrosanct is a
behavioural challenge. Public scepticism towamds
new approaches and fear of compromises o vt
security areanother. Therefore, ensuring
transparency and effective quditing of new
adaptations are crucial.

Examples in Kerala, Sri Lanka, Estonia
Successiul examples of eoo-friendly electoral
initiatives provide lessons. During the 2019
general election, the Keral State Election
Commission urged political parties to avoid

single-use plastic materials while campaigning
Subsequently, the Kerala High Court nplmn’l
han on fex and nonbhiodegradable materiak in
electivneering. Wall graffiti and paper posters
emerged as alternatives. Government bodies
enllahorated with the district administration in
Thinnananthapuram to ensure a green election.
Training sesions were conductesd in villages for
elaction workers. [n 2023, the Goa Stae
Biodiversity Board had eco-friendly election
boaths for the Aszembly elections, using
hiodegradable materials crafted by local
traditional artisams.

In 20059, the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
qSL.P‘F‘] p:m:\' bunched the warld's first

dnctum if d carban
froen wrnc]smﬂdrdnﬂrmedd.unns palitical
and ] for the emdmion by

pkmli:tg treses in each district through public
participation. This offset the immediate carbon
footprimt of the campaign and drew awareness

about the impartance of fonest cover.

Similarly, Estonia laid the foundations for
digital voting a5 am online voting alternative. This
method also enconraged wober participation. The
success of Estonia's approach suggests that digital
woting aconmpanied by robost seaarity measures
is buth eco- and eleciorate- friendly.

A blueprint

This green transition must involve all
stakehalders such as paolitical parties, Election
Commissions, govemments, vobers, the media
amd civil snciety. The soccess of inbegrating
top-level directives with grssroots: inititives b
foster a green ransition is imperibve.

Plitical parties must take the lead. The
joumey can begin by enacting legislation
mmandating rnr-fncmlh-daﬂuﬂ] practices, with
the: ECI incorporating them in the Maode] Code of
Conchuct. This involves campaigning through
digital platforms or door-to-door campaigning
ireclucing energy-intensive public rllies) and
:nmmagm.g the 1=e qul.lﬂl: I:mu'upwl.mun for

wark. Inc T of
plastic and paper-based rmaterials with
sustainable local alternatives for palling boaths,
such as natural fabrics, recycled paper and
compostable plastics, will add waste mamagement
arxl support kecal artisans.

The Bl can push for digital voting even
though this necessitates the training and capacity
building of officials. To ensure equal participation
of all vabers in the digital electoral process, the
prvernment must educate and support weders
and ensure equitable acoess to digital technology.
This is essential to enhance the Bith of the
electarate in the election system and thesr trust in
the: grvernment. Civil society should act asa
catahyst. Firnlly, the media's crucial role can in
emphasising the environmental impact of
eoaventional election methods, tum the spotlight
on inmvative eoo-Eriendly alternatives,

Embracing eco-conscous elesctoral practices
can help India e=t an example for other
democracies arand the workl.

Therrm erearan peonal
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