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G-20 diplomacy and a shifting world order

nclia seripted anooing sisccess at the G-20
meeting in Delhi on September S and 10
and, despite the cdds, sscceeded in

producing a consensus Declaration worthy
off an event of this magnitude. Securing an
agreement an almaost a hundred ssues on the
agenda, apart from that on the Russia-Ukraine
war, was no mean achievement. All told, the G20
mutonmes seemed tomiarror the hopes and the
wishes of the wider global community. India, as
the hast, could rightfially @lke a large measure of
cresit for this resalt. The Nesw Delhi Declration
does indeed seem o have something for
everyone. From condemnation of terrarism bo
chimate isses, from trebling of renewable enengy
capacity o matters swch as lifestyle for
sustainable development and reform of
multi-lateral development banks, apart from
highlighting India’s comtributions sach as digital
pubhrmﬁ:srumm.uﬂlh:ﬁedhjmmls
Interface, the Declaration seemed to echo the
presrailing mood in the G-30 of Envowring
compromise over conflict and fully endorsing
Primee Minister Narendra Modi's dictum of "0One
Earth, One Family, One Future™.

Consensus on the Ukraine conflict became
passble with the West agresmy to ‘chmb down’
from its dermnd not ko point Bngers at Russia for
the Ukraine conflict, and giving up an the
Dedhi Declaration thus sharply differs froam the
Bali Declaratinn of Nevember 2022 where, by a
mmjarity vote, the Bussian Federation was
condemned for its aggression in Ukraine. The
difference between two Decartions is that while
Bali was acousatory in bone, New Delhi sooght a
reschution to the conflict. Russis and China have
since hailed the New Dethi Decaration in sharp
contrast to their criticism of the Bali Declhration.

For India, which is a fourkler-member of the
G-, formed in 1999 a2 a grouping of Finance
Ministers and Central Bank Governors (it was
upgraded o sumemit hevel in 2008, and which
heastesd the G-30 meeting in 2002 {of Finance
Ministers and central bank grvernors), the warld
has comee Full drcle. Today, India is amongst the
leaders whose word counts. A better outcome
could mat have been wished for.

China's n, e for cantion
Eupharia about the G-20 outcome under India's
presidency, hrweer, nessds bo be tempered,
given the many dark clouds that exist on the
harizon. China might have welcomed the Delhi
Declaration, but there & inherent foreboding in
its affirmation that the G20 was mbended io be a
‘forem far economic cooperation’ and “not a
p\hﬁ:rrn for resolving geo-political and security
izsnes”. Also, while welcoming the wstablishment
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ofan India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor Plan {anmounced during the G-200,
China has sent an implicit warning that it should
“not become a geo-political tool'. [t is evident that
China's perception is that the G-20-was being
used by the West solely to try and impose its
world view. A few other world leaders also do not
seem b banve: given the Delhd G-20 a thumbs op',
with some chserving that hardly any of the
geo-strategic and geo-seomomic isues had been
sorted out. The South Korean President, for
imstance, warned that the world i in 2 period of
puehecrisis encempissing gec-pulitical
competition, spiralling mfltion and contimotion
ofthe protracted war with Ulraine”.

India, for its own sike, has o be wary, given
Ehe fhuidd situation across the globse. China remains
a hegeman in Asia, notwithstanding China's
economy becoming embrailed in an extended
stalemate. While mamy in the West view China's
situation of ‘debt deflation and demographic
decline’ 25 an oppartumity, they remin oblivious
to the reality of China's known capadity o resort
o warious means o overcome its problems.
Indica, boswewer, cannot afford o do s

India remains an abwvious target Bae China and
i in its: “cross-hairs'. While the West can possibly
Eve with a situation in which several of its
strategies to cantain China have failed, India
cannat. Two aspects — the West's
acknowledgment of India's' growing economic
strength, and India's membership of the Cuasd
twhich is now openly accepied as a key grouping
in the anti-China phalanx) - call for sbundane
caution on India’s part, since China is unkikely to
take kindly to either.

The return of two blecs

Inehuctably, the character of G-20 has been
changing in recent years. Contrast the rode of
G20 charing the 3008-0% economic criss, (when
leadling economies tried to find ways and means
to prevent the warld from plunging intoa
prokinged economic crisis) with its role in recent
yesirs, wheere the main focus of the G-20 has been
on global political condlicts and less on the nﬂun:
of the global economic lndscape. Mamy

hew o the view that under the mibric of the G-20,
a1 subterranean conflict is being waged today by
two opposing bloes to alter the halance of power.
The two camps (one Jed by the West and the
other by China-Russia) hove already sarned the
sobriguet of ‘enduring rivals’, engaged in a battle
for glohal supremacy.

The ‘rales-based world order’, meamvhile, has
become a ‘cabch-all phrase’ of merely one
segment. The reality i that the workd faces
‘emerging world disonder’, the retum of two

antagrmistic blors, and shrinking space for the

non- alignesd. The stalemate in the Ulraine
oonflict and the eclipse of RBussia's hope of a quick
walkover in Ukraine seem b hove encouraged the
LA o strengthen and expand the North Adlantic
Treaty Organteation (MATO) under its leaderchip.

A new NATO is st to become even mone
dependent on the LS. for military supplies and
capahilities, i be able to act @ a bulwark against
‘Russian expansiomizm’. It ha, in turn, raised the
prospect of a ULS.-squipped “territorial force”
emerging in Ukraine. Cutside Europe, a mumber
of ra-NATO allies are being imveigled 1o joina
U5 ed alliance to counter usthoritarianizm”
{represented by Russia and China) whidh is
proceeding apsce. Japan and South Korea have
already capitulated to the Wist's wooing.
Amhah]mbmn:akr_rpm'm:rmﬂl:L Sded
allanee in the Southern Hemisphere.

Bussia and China, in hurn, are deepening their
“strategic alignment’. Countries such as Korth
Korea are cementing their relations with this
bilac. The recemt meeting in Moscow between
Rumsian President Viadimir Putin and Nocth
Korean leader Kim Jong Un has further deepened
their relationship. China is exploiting its frontage
in the Pacific Ocean 1o openly challenge U5,
mnal poswer here. Bussia and Tiirkdye e
despened their relationship based on shored
imterests and the personal friendship between Mr.
Putin and the Turkish leader, Recep Tavyip
Erdogan. Russia is once again seeking i expand
its footpeint in Africa, and Bossia's recent
agreement 1o supply food grins o African States
at subsidised prices, or even for fres, is aimed
eorwards this end.

Fading mon-alignment
The many new alignments are set te deal a death
bkow 1o the concept of non-alignment. [tis
priwing increasnghy difficult for countries 1o
remain nom-aligned in the tnsest sense of the
word. Even existing formations such as BRICS
(Bragil. Russia, Indi, China and South Africa) are
tendling to Bnd the situaon untenable. Given the
mutiplicity of relationships and the *Rttice work®
of security agreements that have emerged, the
space for non-alignment has drameaically shnank.
With the strengthening of rival camps: bolding
divergent visions of the imternationad arder, the
workl confronts a dismal futare. It may not be boo
ar wrong to surmise, that notwithstanding all the
itz surrounding the 18th G-20 in New Delhi and
the ohliggtary references to the impaortance of the
Global South among its priorities, countries such
as India (despite all the hard work they put inj,
will till remmin notionad pieces on the
checkerboard of intermtional palitics, with
Eardly amy decisive voice in determining the
oourse of world events.
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Children, a key yet missed demographic in Al regulation _

nifia & to host the Brst-ever global summit on

Artificial Intefligence (Al this October.

Additionally, as the Chair of the Global
Partnership an Artificial Imtelligence {GPALL, India
will also be: hasting the GPAL global summit in
December. These events suggest the strategic
impaortance of AL a5 it & projected to add $500
hillion to India's economy by 2025, accounting for
s of the country's target GDP.

Mgainst this backdrop, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently called for a global
framework an the ethical expansion of AL Given
the sheer volume of data that India can generate,
it has an opportundty to set a policy example far
the Global Scuth. Observers and practitioners will
track Inslia's approach i regulation and how it
bakinces Al's developmental potential againss its
concomitant risks.

Ome area where India can 2ssume leadership is
herw regulators address children and adolescents:
who are a critical (yet less understood)
demographic in this context. The mature of digital
services means that many cubting-sdge Al
deployments are not designed specifically for
chiladren but are nevertheless accessed by them.

The governance challenge

Regulation will have to align mcentives to redoce
issues of addiction, mental health, and overall
safety. In absence of that, data bungry Al-based
digital services can readily deploy opague
algorithms and dark patterns o exploit
impressionable yvoung people. Among other
things this can lead to tech-based distortions of
ideal plnysical appearanceizh which can trigger
oy image issues. Other malicious threats
emerging from Al include misinformation,
radicalisation, cyberbullying, sexual grooaming,
anxl denexing.

The next generation of digital nagrits must also
grapple with the indirect effects of their Eamilies”
valine activities. Enthusiactic ‘sharents” regularly
past photos and videos about their children
valine to document their journeys through
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parenthood. While menving into adolescence we

st exqup young people with took to manage
the unintended consequences. For instance,

aims ko create an enabling emdronment which
promotes children's well-being. inclusion.
Exirmess, non- dm:rn:'lmaburl safety,

Al-powered deep fake capabilities can be mi

oy Earget young people wherein bad actors create
morphed sexually explicit depictions and
distritnste them online.

Beyand thix, India & a melting pot of
intersection] identities arross gender, caste,
tritial iddentity, relizion, and linguistic beritage.
J.rIIl:maharn]]v Allis known to transpaose real
workd biases and inequities into the digital workd.
Such isswes of bias and discrimination can impact
children and adalescents who belong to
marginalised communities.

Al regulation must improve upon India's
appraach to chiklren under India’s newly minted
data protection kv, The data protection
framewark’s current approach to children is
misaligned with India's digital realiies. It
transfers an inordinate burden on parents o
protect thedr children's interests and does mot
fadilitate safe plaform eperations and/for
platiorm design. Confusingly, it imverts the
welkknown dynamic where a significant
percentage of parents rely on the ascistance of
thesir children to nanvigate otherwise inacoessible:
user interface and wser experience (U1K,
interfaces online. i also bans racking of
children’s data by defauh, which can potentially
cut them awary from the benefits of
persomalisition that we experience oaline. 5o,
how can the upcoming Digital Incia Act (D4AY
better protect children's interests when
interacting with AI?

Shifiing the emphasis

International best practices can assist Indian
regulation to identify standards and principles
that Rcilitate safer Al deployments. UKICEF's
guitdance for policymakers on Al and children
ilentifies mine requitements for child-centred Al
which driows on the UN Convention an the Rights
af the Child {India & a signatory). The guidance

Er imability and ibility.

Another kry festture: of sccessiul regulation
will be the ability toadapt to the varying
developmental stages of chiklren from different
age groups. Califernia’s Age Appropriate Design
Crode Act serves 25 an interesting template. The
Califormian code pushes for tansparency i
ensure that digital services configure defsh
privacy settings; assess whether algorithms, data
collection, or targeted advertising systems harm
children; and use dear, age-appropriate inguage
for user-facing information. Indian austhorities
should encourage research which collects
evidence on the benefits and risks of Al for India's
children and adolescents. This shouhd serve as a
baseline o work towards an Indian Age
Appropriate Design Code for AL

Lastly, better institutions will help shift
regulation awany from top-down safety protocals
which place undue burdens on parents.
Mechanisms of regular dialogue with children
will help incorporate their inputs on the benefits
arkl the threats they B when interacting with
Al-based digital services. Aninstitution smilar i
Aurstralia’s (mlline Safety Youth Advisory Coancl
which comprizes people between the ages of
13-24 years could be an interesting approach.
Such institutions will asi=t regulation to beoome
more responsive to the threats young people fice
when i umung with Al systems, whils
preserving the benefits that they derive from
digital services.

The fast-evolving nature of Al means that
regulation should avoid prescriptions and instead
embrace sandards, strong institutions, and best
practices which imbue openmness, trust, and
accouniahility. As we move towamds a new bw o
regulate harms on the Intemnet, and look bo
establizh our thansght keasderchip on global Al
regulation, the interests of our young dtizens
st be fromt and centre.
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