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An experimental political choice by the Mizo electorate

he ninth Mizoram Assembly election

results, 2029, mark baoth a continuity

and a change in Mizorany's electoral

politics. Like in the past, this election
not only leveraged a multiparty electoral contess
wl'hmdﬁle lramework of u.':;uy Iveer Arora ina
different contesxt calls the ‘binodal” system bat
also ensured that e Mizo Nationsl Front (MNF)
Nt afber & nerm in power. In other words, this
Syslem perpeluabes a system of a ‘vevolving door”
wherein an altermate party has come wo power in
every one or two-elsction cycle since 1987 The
impressive win by the Zoram People’s Movement
{ZPM), a regionaliss party formsed in 2007 and
registered with the Election Commission of India
barely four vears ago — it won 27 seals and an
ower 37% vole share — is a spectaciilar
improvernent from its ally of eight seas and a
2% vote share in 2018, This marks a break from
the st

An interesting break from the past

Unlike in the past, where the binodal electoral
contest wid abwas berween a national party and
regionalist parties, this election pivoted around a
contest between two rival regionalist parties, Le.,
the ZPM and the MNF. The Congress was reduced
o4 stars of @ bit player and managed wo get jus
o seal oul of the 40 seats being contested. Yer,
the Congress's ability 1o retain a 205% vote share
suggests the fuid ibilizies of a binodal
electoral comest mfmum. Again, unlike the
Pzt where Mizoram broadly follows the smsll
State syndrome” where 3 similar party or a party
in coaliion with the party-in-power at the Centre
s voted 1o power in a State becaiise of its
dependence on the Centre's financial largesse,
this ebection defies this and marks an
experimental political choice by Mizo electorates
I ensuring the ZPM's victory. This presents an
interesting electoral puzele.

Under this rubric, the way the ZPM mansged
1o penerrate and consolidate its elecoral
purclise across the Stave is remarkable given thar
Mizoram's electoral landscape is marked by a
lairly ssble pary support-base. Whibe the
saliency of anti-incumbency against the MNF
alter being in power for & Lerm is apparent, a key
explanation w s i the emergence of a new
opporiumity streciure opened by the diminished
elecroral appeal of tee Congress. In this sense,
Mizoram Follows a similar parvern of elecioral
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crnlests between regionalise parties that was seq
by Magaland since 2003, The failure of the
Comgress o promote popular and charimastic
beaders such a8 5.0 Jamir in Nagalsnd poss the
election in 2003, and Lal Thanhawla in Mizoram
since this have important bearings on s
electoral purclse. The electoral space vacated
by the Comgress in Mizoram & apparent (it
strugged po secure a sear and was in a distant
second position in six constinencies). The only
exception is the Thorang constitency wiene
Zodinthnanga Ralte, 3 Congress candidate, lost by
a whisker of 62 votes against his MNF
coninterpart, B Rohminglians.

The ZPM's
Againss this backdrop, the ZPM suoosssfully
presents itsell a3 .a visble and stractive electoral
alternative 1o the MNF for efficient and
“corruption-free” governance. By Belding a
hhmueﬁmq}aawad fducamdmd
atar-packed {a
former diecorsted Indian Pdhuesa—vlceﬁdﬁca-
who effectively used his proximity to the Gandhi
Eamily and cerral poliical leaders in tee 19805 o
broker in Mizoran), Jeje bilkia
tlﬂmmmlnllmm Bﬁﬁwwﬁm
iradio jockey and municipal councillor), and
vankbailova (gospe] singer who evenmually kst
by 292 woitess), the party could effectively send out
the right political vibes 1o te electorae.

In a regionalise space where ethnicity,
development and grvemance Bsues overlap
across parties, the ZPM skilfully projected its
commitment 1o promote the Zo nationalis) cause
and aspirations and wove these er with a
viahon of governance reform and developenent
initistives. Although Mr. Lalduboma does not
articulste Zo nationalism and spirations with a
rhetorical Bourish like Mr. Zoramthangs, his
stellar commitment and ssocition with the Zo
natiomalist” cause under the banner of the Action
foe Peace Committes (B86), the Zoram
Matiomaliss Party (Mimo Mational Froat
iMationalist) since 1997), and now the ZPM, is
seen by many as genuine and an imvaluable ase
— & reward and recognition for what is ong
overdiie.

Apparently, the ZPM's promise for mrinimum
support price for rural cash crops such 8 broom
grams, chillis, ginger, and narmeric has also gained
electoral traction a8 over G0% of the Mim

| ineoeme. This
iy in g ol recent
reporns by the Comperolber and Anditor General
uflnﬂmeupumng memerﬁcaq am irvegulrities
rural development programme under the
Neu.rl.m:i U.-n.-PuJIu) hmn:hed by the Comgress
tand replicated by dee MNF without much
suctess). These reports and the continued
precarity of Brmess” econorny in mural Mizoram
wars effectively used by the ZPM o galvanise a
groundewell of support for s pet el
project aimed at allevisting poverty and mising
rural income.

The ZPME subitbe political messsging 1o armign
the MNF for its alliance with the a Janata
Party and the baer's Elmmwﬁ%
minorities and 2o Hukd-Zomi) people in Manipur
since the outhreak of violence from May 3 seem
o have worked in its favour. Indubitably, this hes
helped the ZPM in the MNF 3
o electorally iate the protection and
relisbilitation i extended wo over 40,000 Chin
refgees who fled from the February 2021
military courp de etar in Myanmar, and over
12,000 Zo (Kuki-Zomi) internally disptced

[rom s Wik since early My

The Opposition cannot be taken for granted
The remarkable ebecioral success of the ZPM
certainly presents an undercurnent of electoral
mransformation in Mizoram which simultar
beverages continuity and a subtle yet definirive
break with the pass. Although the resounding loss
of the MNF is apparent in the convincing defeat of
Zoramthanga and Tewnluia, te wpmest leaders,
and the B0 sexs it managed 1o secure, Mizoram's
himodal electoral lndscape & lkely o memain
fluid 25 the MNF contimbes 1o enjoy an over 35%
woue share and mansge a second place in 28
constinencies.

Given the considerable electoral support the
Congress and the MNF enjoy in the State, the
nature of the elecioral contest will Largely be a
fumetbon of the ability of these parties 1o revive
their organisation and inculcate popular leadiers
beyond Lal Thanhawla and Zoranthangs. Till
then the jury i out f Mr. Lalduboma, the
incumbent Chief Minister, will successfully
harneas his previously rich experience 1o fonge &
new equEnn of Ecil agresment with the P ag
the Centre in ways which help steer Mizoram as
an autsnomeous ‘cormuption-free’ State.

i rely o agricul
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The Ambedkar touch in rethinking social justice policies

odern democracy i synonymous with
Mmmmemmurml harmony and

reforms that ensure dignity and
aell-respect 1o is participants, especially the
historically deprived and socially manginalised
people. Further, democratic instinutions ane
mandated 10 engage with the woest-olf social
gronips and erdure their substantive participation
as a significant governing clas in political affsirs.
The socially oppressed groups in India, especially
Dralits, sdored and celebrared such modern
virues because of their liberative potential and
emalitarin goals. Babasahels Ambedkar emerged
a3 torchbearer of liberal enlightened ideas and
expected that post-colonial India would e
distinet from the exploitative Brahmanical past
and irvite Dalies and caher manginalised
communities to be equal shareholders in the
nation's economic and political development.
Tronically, the modermnist objectives have been
partially achieved only today. With te aseent of
nec-liberal economic development, the
conventional support that Dalits and Adivasis
Thave received from state nstitutions, hes
derailed.

A tokenistic presence

1 currenl liases, it s & norm b witness the
dominstion of the socil elites 35 powerful
authorities, national leaders, business tyoodns,
and cultural influencers. The control and the
hegemory of the comventional ruling class have
bean perpetuated withou much dissurbances,
whensas the socially m groups have
only managed 1o have a wokenistic presence in the
domssin of power and privilages. Though various
political mppcnrma m-ﬁ m:‘:ﬁmmm?ﬂcﬁl
jusrice policies, this has linle impact in ensuring
the significant participation of the worst-off social
gronps in the domsin of power. B.E. Ambediars
principles of socisl justios would reprimand the
current realm of necdiberal economy for its
neglect ol the concerns of Dalits and Adivasis and
would direct the market 1o be more responsibile
towards the worst-olf socil groups. It would also
divect the state 1o neduce the pitfalls and
alippages now in social justice policies and make
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them more reb=vant in the present day.

Ambedkar becomes cruckl in such a discourse
because his approach allows us 1o diagnose
llnesses in e social and economic order. He
offers ethical corrective measures o make
institutions mone democratic, representitive and
closer 1o the claims and the desires of
marginalised social groups. Though the
mechanism of social justice is not radical and
pransormative (unlike the Marxis model), it
provides moral sensibilities 1o instiutions and
mzkes it responsible towards the diverse
populatica.

It i well-documented that the neo-liberal
market i alien o such ethical values and overtly
cedebirates the exchsive control of few corporate
bodies and businessmen over capitalise

Such a di of the market
from social responsibilities, especially is neglect
powands the aspirations and the demands of Dalis
and Adivasis hes made the mearket enterprise
more exploitative and cliser 1o a cromy

a5 influwentisl arbitrators in the neg-liberal
discourse. Newer conditions and reparation
policies should be adopeed o fght the historical
wromnggs and social discrimination sgains these
groups, ensuring their equitable panicipation in
the diverse spheres of economic developament.
The new Iramewaork of social justice must
ensre that an impressive chss among Dalis and
emerges a5 the leaders, business
entrepreneurs and influencess in the economic
splere. Such a would allow
policymakers to ook beyond the conventional
social justice policies that ofien address
Dialit-Adivasi groups as the passive recipient of the
state’s wellare
Further, Dialits and Adivasis should not be
icenified only as the poor and migrant working
chass that is dependent upon the benevolence of
corparate social responsibilivy for their
livelihood. Instesd, these groups should be
adl.-ann-d a4 the exsential components of
indusserial pro o and

e This version of the market econonry needs
reforms.

the new order

It is an appropriste ime o megne how te
worst-alf social groups can beoome an integral
and substanive part of the new economic order,
reducing their perpetual subjugstion as 3 passive
exploited class. It B nequired that the mew social
justice policies be expanded w the privaze
eonomy, with a focus o democratise the
working classes and 1o reduce poverty. A
substantive nummluf‘ma]mpohes N
directing the prospects of the markel econo
would integrate Dalits and Adivasis a5 a part
the uurhngclam and alsn ebevate their szare
as Iders ol agses,

Adivasi conoerns io protect their habiars,
ecological order and cultural autonomy must be
addressad, while endorsing the Esct sbout the
market economy's inevitabiliny. Therefore, it is
necessary that the current phase of economic
development, technological innovations and the
expansion of the market economy should akso be
directed woward making Dalit and Adivasi groups

technological innovations. More afirmative

action policies are required w democratise the

niche sphere of big businsises so that the

Dialit-Adivasi L'tm should also emenge as

nrjlmna 1 beaders anﬂcrnclal
mumgmw

The state deviates from i responsibilities
Ambedkar looked upon the modern seave as the
kery transformative for the emancipation af
Dialits and Adivasis. However, in the neo-liberal
realm, the state has been comverted as the passive
associate of big business that readily deviates
from its social responsibilities and welfarise
vatlues. The new agenda ol social justice should
be arbented wawvards the lesders of the market
ey, educating 1o adopt welfarist measures
for the worst-olf social groups, and making them
integral 1o economic deve nent. Ambedkar's
version of sockal justice would help us 1w redefine
capitalism as a plurali=t and cooperative mode of
economic order that guaraniees the substantive
participation of Dalits and Adivasis in the markes
economry and in the associsted instivugions of
power and privileges.
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