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A rising India, in waltz dance steps with the U.S.

Torewery, and each needs the other more

than ever before today, united by powerful

il fmtorests, india ook 63 years lo
reaeh $1 Crion GO, seven years (o hie$2 teillion,
Ahireses yosars o T $2 etlbon, and 18 estimmated o
reach $25 trillon by 2047 @according o
PricewateriouseCoopers), 100 years after
Independence.

In 1700, India accountid for over 35% of global
GOP, making i the workl's geest, and by the
e of the economie crises i 1991, it was down
Tovalmast 1%, Tockay, I al around 4%-5% and
rising, The Uniied States needs this market
desperately, and India needs America’s capital
and Ns technology — milltary and non-milgary,
both.

By 2000, Indka will have a working popukation
ool e Ellbon, whideh 18 more thean the entire G-8
propubation; today, i has Intermet coverage alimost
e 1o 10 As recently as etght yoars ago, India's
per capita mobibe data consumption was one of
the lowest in the workd (22ndy, and today it s
ranked atone, more tean that of the LS, and
china combined, which s helping take prosperity
Tovevery nook and comer of India.

l nia and America are BEF (bost friends

A fgreen-Mriendly” success slory
Lok us ook at the Infrastructure story, which 1s a
stgnilieant success, and s multiplier effects
beneits will reverberate i Che net five (o 10
years lor these are long-gestation projects.
Infrastructure spend has shot up, while iseal
pradenee las been mamiained, Fiscal expansion
and yet fiscal prodence are a very tough act (o
ol ol amd Uhe Finance Minkstry has done well.
Lt us take the example of how a combination of
carbon tax o fuel coupled with a coal cess and
an infrastruciure development cess, found
eroniph savings o fund an least a part of e rail,
Tods and pors expanskon. 11 was “green”, for the
infrastructure being bullt was green-friendly and
e T wans om nom-green Bems. The foel subsidy
Tias come down from abott 250,000 cTore n
1S 10 Just £7,000 crore now., And I extrapolaied
O 3 nsing GDP, then the savings would be of the
acler of $a-$10 billion.

Wit 15 often scarcely apprectited 1 that even
A mere lsting of a project on PRAGATI, or
Pro-Active Govertemee and Timely
Implementation (Che monthly review of every
Uinfom, State government stakeholder by the
e Minister) meakes oliclals ssue
Ioing-pending povernment orders o clearances,
and generally positively smoothens the system o
“debottleneck’ mfrmastructre, A kot of preparation
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partner as
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United States

poes behind each PRAGATI review, across
depariments and States, 1o ensure Ul there are
decisons @nd not dily-dallymgy, which Is what 1s
making infrastructure delivery lappen. Alongside
I, Gatishakn, a Geospatial Information Systems
overlayer poweriul ool prevents unnecessary
amd random cutting of roads and forests, swing
e and resources,

Further, for th first e, e privaie sector
wats allowed ko commercial coal mining, leading
1o Oclisha, West Bengal and Chhattisgarh, all non
Mational Democratic Alllance States, reapmg huge
rewards, While no new oll exploration contracts
were awarded between 2000-17, by 2023-end, five
lakh square Kilomeres will be under exploration
coniracts.

A boost to transparency and efficlency
Maney [or megainirastriscture spend was also
made possible due to another unspoken reform
of the Pubdie Financial Management System, 11 8
A centralised ransaction system w mprove the
transparency, accouniability, and efficioncy in
poverniment inancikal spending and o plog waste
and beakages. 1t has driven wiiat was often
conskdersd Impossible to do - a centralised cone
database integration of different platforms with
ks, (herely enalting direct payments (o
benefictaries, reducing tme and cost while
enhancing eMiclency. To date, about 1,200 million
benefictaries, and 592 banks covering over 12,000
central and State government schemes have done
over 6,000 million transactions with a
tramsaction vahe of §1.64 trillion.

Likiwise, whike Impressive progress has been
miace on road construction across indk, what i
not much talked about Is the Partvalhan system,
which 18 & one-stop System for [ransport acmss
1,400 transport offices, enabling leakage proof
revenue colleetion of $4,000 billlon through the
registration of about 350 million velikekes and 150
million leences.

Ik gets $100 billion in remittances and at
arouimi 20 milhon, 15 a tad less than the overall
kbl mibggrant population of about 280 million,
who are nfluential and now extremely proud and
confident on the ghobal stage. Earller, Indiy would
stand as one among the 195 countries of the
workd at any global gathering, but, today, &
stands shoubder to shoulder with the G-8, as an
eujual.

India's global rise Is largely because of the
Prime Minksters personal cutreach and abiliy o
Bl strategle friendships with world leaders,
quickly and with muial value, Toadd to this,
o s Externial Affairs Minister s, Jalshankars

astuie understanding and articulation of india’s
position on global stages. He addressed a closed
door meeting of a meajor global management
consuliancy firm in the United States, Geed tough
questions and answered them with ease.

Tnichtan meeds o give up s non-alignment
Tangups of the past and measure each siiuation
on s mertt and national iterest, ke i did with
Fusskan ofl. India got oll af a compeitive price
and did the deal, refined, and sold a “Made n
India™ product back 1o the Europeans, This was
the kind of deal wivch would do any global
[privale equity fund prood - wialever
ypocritical lens the world may want io view it
LIETTE S

There s much to be done

Indeed, a kot remains o be done, India needs
greater digitalisation of intermal processes and
better services delivery using India Stack, revive
stalled agriculiure reforms, bulld up supply chain
capability and move manuEcturing to indii as
companies kook for other homes outside China,
and carry oul deeper udicial reforms, o name a
fiwy. Imnchlia ks 2 $290 blllon bakance of trade
deficht (@ of GOP and two times of 15
Pre-COVID-E highs); almaost 0% of India 1s sull
stuck in agriculmire and mamiaenring renns
stuck at H%-15% of GDP, U5, capital and
Techmology can help in many of these areas, As
India completes 75 years of Independence, it
cannol be stuck In ‘Ambassador car' defence
technology and needs critical U5, holp to
modermise and budd Ks own capabimes oo,

Both the Republicans and Democrats see Indla
as a valued civilisational ally and a straleghc
PATIIEr over many years, and an astonishing
witllz 18 om. This i3 reflected in the fact that after
winston Churchill and Nelson Mandel, Narendra
Mol becomes the only mejor world kesder 1o
addddress thelr U.S. Congress, twice. That is not an
easy recognition which America bestows, and
They are certainly nod bhakis,

Inclia amd the LS. are friends, but not alllies
(and Pakistan 15 an ally, not a friend), Stephen
Cohen often sakd. The Journey from frendship to
ally 15 a shaort one and needs o be walked by both
sides, here and now. Why not start with an easy
win? The U5, allows e completion of
Irnmigration formalities i 15 kocations worldwides
inchading Abu Dhabl. As visa ssues will beon the
talble this time, why not include Bengakun,
mumbad and Delid to this Dist, which will make
travel so mich easter for the average citkzen?

Thee viwus sexprvsend are prersnal
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Refugees as assets to their new countries

§ we commemorate yet another World
Refugee Day (June 20), we honour the
courage and resthience of the 103 million
Individuals who have endured forced
displacement due o conflicts and unrest
worldwide. These mask
counthess human stortes marked by loss and
dreams.

This day 18 a reminder of our collective
responsibility as global eitizens and a call for
engagement and empathy. 1Us a day to promote
solidarity between communities, and, most
tmportantly, to reflect on the importance of
welcoming refugees and displaced persons into
our communites,

Global conflicts which include the ongolng
wars in Ukratne, Myanmar and Sudan among
others, and the protracted situations In
Alghanistan, and Somalka present an
unprecedented challenge, These crises extend to
our reglon where many individuals have been
uprooted from thelr homes.,

Sadly, South and Southeast Asta are not
Immune to the challenges of displacement. India
Is home to some 250,000 forcibly displaced
persons, with women and children constituting
half of that population. India continues to
gractously host and assist refugees and
asylum-seekers within its territory - a testament
1o our shared humanity, We thank the
Government of Indka for 1ts steadfast support In
generously hosting refugees throughout its
history In a manner that deserves to be
applauded and emulated.

Refugees want opportunities, not handouts
Today, we are remimded of the story of a young
Alghan refugee, Ahmed, (the names used n this
articke are not real names (o protect the
Individuals) who sought refuge In India fearing
persecution in his home country, After pursuing
his education through distance

programme from the Natlonal Institute of Open
Schooling, he ts now teaching refugee and local

Is Chied of Mission,
UNHCR India and
The Maldives

Refugee youth
wish to be
sell-reliant and
are eager (o use
their talents o
contribute (o
the communities
hosting them

children and aspires to serve the community that
upltfted him from betng “a nobody™ to a vahuable
member of the soclety. It Is remarkable to note
how Institutional support empowered him n
realistng his potential and making him a valued
contributor to his community and soclety.

For refugee youth, 1t 1s not just a matter of
talent; It 1s a matter of . They want
opportunities, not handouts. They wish to be
self-rellant and are eager to use thelr talents and
passions (o contribute to the communities
hosting them. We can all do more to give them
hope and those opportunities while they are
away from home.

Examples are aplenty where we have seen an
extraordinary show of restlience and talent from
refugee youth when given the right opportunity.
With career support and strong will, Taslima, a
stateless person and twice displiced
woman n indta, could fulfil her dream of being
educated and is now a role model for other girls
0 her commumiry. Stmikarly, with skill and

from experts, Ayesha, an Afghan
refugee, 18 slowly making her way towards
pursting a career as an artist-designer. She
destgned a line of swimwear recently for an
up-and-coming brand, which 1s now on sale
through an online store,

Dismantle the barriers

Refugees and asylum seekers encounter a myriad
of obstacles, such as legal recognition and
challenges In obtaining government-issued
documents, which hinder thelr access to essential
services, mehuding financial support and health
care. It 1s incumbent upon us to dismantie these
barrters and ensure that they are afforded equal
opportunities in employment, education,
houstng, and health care,

Our efforts In creating an Inclusive sockety
miust cater 1o the unique needs of refugee youth.
To ensure that truly no one is left behind, we
should engage with and Include youth, especially
refugee youth, In the realtsation of the

Sustainable Development Agenda.

Addressing the rising mumber of the forcibly
displaced Is an urgent moral Imperative that
demands our collective action. The Global
Compact on Refugees acknowledges the

of the displacement crists and calls for
solidarity through a whole of soclety approach. It
1s butht on the understanding that the
responsibility towards the forcibly displaced Is
not limited to governments but extends to each
one of us Including Individuals, the private sector,
non-government organisations and
community-based organisations. It also
recognises that the Global South I1s

portionately allmc-d and that host

communities need assista

The Global Compact on m;vs strives o
onmmm the nummtunﬂ | response, support host

reflance, J

kwerm solutions such as resettiement and safe
returns,

Let us embrace the principle of «plmle
burden-shartng and fulfil our
refugees, emmmhelr\wnmamllm
well-being of thetr generous host communities.
By dolng so, we can create a world where the
potential of every refugee, such as Ahmed, can be
realised, and where hope and opportunities
abound for those in need.

This 1s a critical moment tn our Iifetimes when
we have the power to shape future generations.
And we tnvite individuals, the private sector and
governments to do thelr part n supporting youth
from refugee and host communities. Together, we
can truly ensure the Government of India’s vision
of “Viksit Yuva Viksit Bharat” 1s realised.

As we mark today’s World Refugee Day, let us
recommit ourselves to standing in untson with
refugees and dwlam!mm:m recognising helr
pn(enml Together, we can dismantle | mmﬂs
create pathways to meaningful opportunities, and
restore thelr sense of dignity. We should never
look away.
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