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Anti-Zionism versus anti-Semitism

n December 5, the U5, House of
0 Representatives voted 311 to M in favour

of a Republican-sponsored resolution
which, inter alia, declared that “anti-Zionism is
antisemitism”. When Republican Representative
Thomas Massie of Kentucky voted against the
resolution and suggested that Congress was maore
interested in Zioniam than American patriotism,
the White House condemned him.

There is nothing surprising abour the
American establishment's enduring sympathy for
Zionizm. IFU.S. President joe Biden unzbashedly
called himself a Ziondst in Tel Aviv on October 18,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives Mike
Johmson faunted his Zonism ar a dinner hosted
by the hard-right Zionist Organisation of America
on December 3. Mr. Johnson's closeniess to lsrael,
reported Haaretz, reflects the American
evangelist movernents deep ties o the ksraeli
rlght

The effects of the keobogical propinguity
between Jewish and Christian Zionism have long
been felt on American foreign policy. In his
widealy-debated essay, “God's Country?, Walter
Pussell Mezd wrote that conservative strains
within American Protestantism have “changed US
foreign policy in profound ways™ w the extent
that the “rising evangelical power has deepened
LS suppart fior the jewish state” in line with the
Zionist belief that god blesses those who bless the
nation of rael (Genesis 12:3).

Zlonism or occupation

“The aim of Zionism™, according to the First
Lionist Congress, 1897, “i to create for the Jewish
peaple a home in Eretz lsrael secured by law=.
Ziondst Jews claim Palestine to be Eretz lsrael or
the Land of 1srael and believe thart it was
promised to them by God (Genesis 17-E). lsraels
Ambassador to the UN Danny Danon belaboured
this specious conviction in April 2019 at the
United Nations Security Council. With dramatic
flourish, he held up a copy of the Hebrew Bible
and announced, “This is our deed w our land”
because it proves the “Jewish ownership of the
Land of Israel™.

Astonishimgly, it was this mythologised biblical
dogma that ended up heing recognised in rwo of
the most momentous pronouncements of the last
century — the Balfour Declaration of 1997 and UN
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Resolution 1ZKI) of 1947 The Zionists cited both
these documents in their May 1948 Declaration of
Independence to assert their “natural and
histaric right” to establish “a Jewish state in
Eretz-lerael, o be known as the State of lsrael”.

An investigative reading of an “appeal™
contained in this Dedaration would reveal that
the “historic right” to establish a Jewish state in
Palestine was claimed on the basis of theology,
nait history. The appeal asks “Jewish peopla
throughout the Diaspora to rally round the Jews
of Eretz-lerael... and to stand by them in the great
struggle for the realization of the age-old dream —
the redemption of lsrael”.

The “redemption of lsrael” is an eschatological
concept of Rebbinikc judaksm (found in the
Jernsabern Talmud called Yerushalmi) according to
which god will redeem all jews from exile by
bringing them back o the region promisad to
them in the Bible. Rabbi Avraham Elass of the
Yerushalmi Institute believes that “with the
revival of the Mation in Eretz Yisrael” the Israelis
are experiencing the period of redemption today.

Besides, for more than a millennium, Muslims
had ruled Palestine. Although Britain capitured it
from the (ttomans during World War 1, at the
time of issuing the Balfour Declaration, it did not
possess any jurisdicrion over Palestine & Turkey
was still the legal soverekgm.

In the perceptive words of the renowned
Jewish novelist, Arthur Koestler, the Balfour
Declaration amounted (o “one nation solemnly
promising to a second nation the couniry of a
third™. Nonetheless, it brought into existence
lsrael, the only country in modern o hawe
been creared on a land that did not legally belong
o it.

Anti-Zlonism
As the foregoing arguments show, shom of its
biblical irredentism and rhetoric of autechthony,
Zhonism gets reduced to just another term for the
forcihle ocoupation of entire Palestine. This is
what the Israeli Prime Minister was trying o tell
the UN on September 22 when he arrogantly
waved a map of Greater lsrael that inchaded the
‘West Bank and Gaza.

Motwithstanding Mr. Netanyahu's expansionist
designs — now in the process of being brutally
implemented — ant-Fionkm today is not about

denying Israel’s right to exist on the land
albocated to it by the UN. This right became
unassailable afier the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) recognised it.

Anti-Zonism of the 21st century is, therefore,
limited to the criticism of lsrael’s polickes towards
the Palestinians which includes the d fation
of every atrocity (especially the engoing
massacTes in Gaza) the jewish state has been
committing szainst the Palestinkans with a view to
occupying all their lands after forcing them to
leave.

This cannot be anti-Semitic because the
Berlin-based Intemational Hobocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) defines
anti-Semitism as “a certain perception of jews,
which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews.
Rhetorical and physical manifestations of
anti-5emitism are directed toward Jewish or
non-Jewish individuals and for their property,
poward Jewish communiry institutions and
refigious facilites”.

Citing this, the U.S. Department of State
clarifies thar “criticism of srael similar to thar
leveled against any other country cannot be
regarded as antisemitic”.

According to historian Avi Shlaim, the
conflation of anti-Zionksm with ant-Semitism is a
“propagandistic ploy” to claim that any criticism
of lsrael and its policies is anti-Semitic. This is
exactly whar Mr. Netanyahu did when in March
2021 he condemned the International Criminal
Count decision to investigate Israel's alleged war
crimes as “undiluted anti-Semitism and the
height of hypocrisy”.

Certainly, everything must be done to counter
undihsted and even diluted forms of
anti-Semitism thar violate the IHRA's definition of
the term. But, it would be hypocritical of the West
o suppress free speech and repress critics of
Israel to overcome its own ant-Semitic past.

Jewish-American philosopher Susan Neiman

called the weaponisation of the West's historical
guilt “philosemitic McCarthyism™.

Put simply, if the occupation of the whole of
Palestine is what the Israelis seek to accomplish
in the name of Zionism, any opposition to'this
land grab cannot be anti-Semitism.
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India’s stationary course in the shipping value chain

hee Yangitze river has been China's
heartheat throwgh its long history.
Traditiom, kgend, myth, cubure, as
well as commerce and indestry are
imtegral to the Yangtze lore.

Todary, the Yangtee is modern China's lifeline
while retaining its antiquity. The Thres Gorges
praject has onby added to its hestre.

As ane enbers the Yangize from the sea, one
can imagine hearing the sound of viedns from
Chiness opera, ar, mare recently, from Kung Fu
Panda. But, one cannit cdose one's eyes o the
massive merchant ships, often two or three
together, flitting in and out of the rver.

Bt ix 2 umijue ight. The modem engineering
and shipping marvels of Suez or even the Fanama
camal e a comay of ships, one behind the other.
The Yangtze often sees multiple comanys
steaming in parallel. And, in between, smaller
arges criss-cross the river, much lke the
mutarickshaws on Indian roads. For a merchant
shipman, it is an incredible sight - astory of
expent ssamanship, logistical planning and

ing skills.

Thee ships are either bringing in raw materials
from across the workl inchuding from far away
Chinese-owned mines from Peruand Afric or
learving with findshed products to all over the
world. Some veszels are new, built in shipyvands
that stand chesk by jowl at every bend in the
river. Many are repaired in those same yands and
diry docks.

The Yangtze is amang the best eamples of the
tiringly clichéd “look wivere China & and where
we: are now ™ story. Such stories use stabistics o
shaw hen India and China were on the sime baat
umiil the late 1980% and how China has

leapirogged since then, leaving India way behind.

The Indfiz versis China story

Imdia wax actually abead of China in the real boat
umitil the end of the 19605, While China was
aredy aspeck in the global merchant shipping
rakar, India had the rudiments in place.

While China was a labe entrant, the starting
gun had gone off sarker for Indians. India
boasted of a tradition. of modern ship-owning. In
fact, the most spectacubr case of ship-owning the
warrld has seen was o uniguely Indian
contribution. A daring former Indian Navy officer
commissioned and owned giant oil tankers that
{5l tukary remain the biggest merchant ships ever
Tailt. Indis has been associated very daosely with
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the Intermational Maritime Organization too.

With private plavers venturing in an area
dominated by large public secior faclities, India
had shipnvards that were beginning to give hope
that they may well build ships competitively for
the global market. Labour arbiirage had preceded
shipping at least two decades before it happened
in IT. English-knowing [ndian seafrers were
becoming a routine sight in global shipping 2= the
industry teok a step back from employing
qualified sastern Europeans whoss English was
nod yet up o the mark. Safety & the mumber one
pricrity in shipping, and knoededge of English is
esszential for that.

=t as in other helds, India's modn source of

gruwlﬁar:lﬁ:uugnml'n'_gmmghsbren

secpnd hamd ships as they come cheap amd can
closely align with their short-term market
forecasts that are often the oaly reliable
prediction the Indian markst allows,_ sns
Hrighikesh Narmsimhan, general manager of
prodiction and refiis at L&T Shipping, Kattupadli,
near Chennad.

China stands 2= 2 stark contrast. Powered by a
&d'l:mdgm-tn'n‘rlmtphn 1o g up

shipbuilding and cwning, China, by 2000, was
making half of all ships in the world. And_ just =
in Japan and Korea, the previous leaders in
shipbuilding, Chinese shipowners dutifilly built
most of their cwn ships at state-ownesd
grvernment yards, ax Mr. Marasimhan points out.

the supply of kibour; in

I i build

gwnnmemhm!hnmedlargb- o n:pumd:lg
the seafarer population. In the past, Mumbai and
Kolkata were the major centres of seafarer
training and employment. The United Progressie
Alliance (UPA) prvernment decentered moritine
tr.l.lmrg:l.ndupenedl L by private pleyers.

Across the workl, from the Arctic ice class
merchamt ship to the ore carrier calling on
Chilean ports, if there are 20 seafarers on board a
ship, it & likehy four or fve will be Indian.

Akwgwrﬂtﬂwgmnhmsﬂdanngpupulamm
Indlians, with their @lent for vilue &
anve grown into ship manogement. Indians with
thesir ke for bargaining know how to nun 2 tight
ship, literally. They can take over a ship, gquickhy
unlerstand its systems ancd ran it Many ship
management companies hove sprouted in bndia,
some in-charge of hundreds of ships. Sanjay
Prashar, shipping industry professional and
former member of the Natiomal Shipping Board,
estimates that Indian seafarers and their
management compranies bring in an estimated $6
billicm i foredgn exchange every year. According
o Sarjarya Baru's article in The Wire, Indlia's total
foreign remittances are some 3125 billion while
China's stands at 350 billion.

But ship ewning, chartering, Enancing and
busilding rermin Ergely out of bounds for Indins.
Ir:lnl'ns:unp}vnul muvved up the shipping value
chain. With s \e'IJm:my:n- Letting
the state-vwned Shipping Corporation of India
bleed, the order book of Indian shipyands bas
been hit. New private shipowmners who are
catering b India's own trade growth bypically buy

ﬂuﬁﬁi‘gmmtmeup"w'thnhhﬁﬁm
Agenda 2000 that sought to increase India’s share
of global shipbuilding from less than 2% wa
mosdest 5% in o decade, and proposed a vague
road map that incoded sops b achieve it. By
HI20, herwever, hﬂuk:l‘n\emgbha]

themes that indude hglmr_s. envirsament
concerns, part infrastrischre and increase in
s farer growth and training, but just does not
mention any plan for shipbuilding and owning.
Theere i talk of Sagarmala but the yards are
seeing onby navl ship orders.

I i, with a Jong coastline and a strategic
Iocation as the geographic pivat of global
shipping, shipbuilding would be an integral part
uim:rml.u: Imnptlunpmmmhmmlg

pacity and deepen strategic power.
Shlphﬂﬁ:lgamlmugmuﬂp\elmlnau:t
at the table not only in the global maritime
industry but aleo enhance its presence in the
internatiomnal trade scene too.

Just as overall industrial might is integral o
military might, shipbuilding & mp—.ﬂbua:tmrg
manval base as well. The movie
:hamhmifmhpmmu:tubu'beduhu}ed
with atom bombs were selected. It did not quite
point out that Magaski was chosen becse the
manval shipvarnd there was continuing b churn ot
manal boats and had i be destroved. Only the
bamb missed the shipyard and obliterated the
civilian quarter. Nagasaki shipyard continues o
thrive as an advanced merchant shipyard today.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

