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A case for a new pronoun for Al

rtificial Intelligence (Al) chatbots are
A having a seminal moment. Large

Models (LLMs) are fuelling
chatbots that converse like human experts,
sometimes doing a better job than the best of us
in summarising a complex idea or writing an
essay. ChatGPT's bulleted response reminds us of
examination answers by A-grade students.

While Internet search required us to learn the
art of keywords, LLMs require us to master
prompts. Prompts are archetype user-generated
questions as well as instructions by software
programmers which elicit a desired response
from the algorithm. Prompt engineering is
becoming a sought-after job to train Chatbots to
act more like efficient human beings.

Computer scientist Alan Turing had proposed
an imitation game to test a machine’s ability wo
demonstrate intelligent behaviour that is
indistinguishable from that of a human. In our
willing suspension of disbelief, will we forget that
we are conversing with a machine? Yes, on some
occasions, we will anthropomorphise the model.
On other occasions, we will simply not know, and
the machine would have passed the Turing test.
Even if we do not fall into an emotional or
financial trap, anthropomorphous chatbots will
muddy our sense of reality.

Giving Al a gender
Lawmakers are divided over the question of
attributing a legal personhood to AL This
becomes more complicated with autonomous
machines. But there is consensus that
misrepresentation of identity by Al feels like
manipulation. Experts suggest that restricting Al
from using first person pronouns as well as other
human pronouns may reduce cases of Al's
mistaken identity. This way, it would be easier o
identify text entirely produced by a machine. This
is important because pronouns have everything
o do with identity today.
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fior Al in their writing. | tend to use the inanimate
pronoun ‘it’, even as ‘it’ is no longer strictly used
for inanimate nouns. Fiction writers lean on
conventional gender-based pronouns for AL
characters that are scripted as selFaware. Yet, in
the real world, Alls no sentient being. Therefore,
Al can easily avoid using ‘1" in the first person.
Even ChatGPT believes that ‘giving Al a distinct
identity can help clarify its role and prevent it
from being confused with human beings’. We also
need to avoid attributing gender-based second
and third person pronouns to AL

Apple typecast Sirl in a feminine sounding
voice. Although Siri has alternative masculine and
gender-neutral voices, the default is feminine. We
give Al a gender to foster an emotional
connection with users. In the long run, this
would reap the benefits of greater
and hence, a robust revenue stream. Historically,
the pronoun ‘he’ was loosely attributed to any
student, which tended io create a mental image
of a male student. The initial version of Siri in its
default mode betrayed our gender assumptions
about a preference for a more submissive
feminine assistant.

Nevertheless, technology companies are
cautious with pronouns. Google's Smart
Compose technology, which autocompletes
sentences on Gmail, is careful not to predict
pronouns, to avoid exposing unconscious gender
biases in the Al model. Google dismissed an
emploves who famously claimed that his Al
model had become sentient and had preferred
PrONOURS,

Al need not have gender. Some argue that Al
should use a gender-neutral pronoun such as it’
or ‘they’. This will depersonalise Al Yet, a
non-binary identity may be construed as
non-inclusive. Giving Al a contemporary pronoun
would trigger popular demand for more diversity
i chatbots, as was the case with avatars and
emojis. Besides, Al requires pronouns to establish
an identity that is distinct from that of humans.

Presumably, for ethical and security reasons, it is
our right to know that we are indeed conversing
with a bat.

In the English language, pronouns have
evolved based on changes in cultural norms.
“You' started to be used for singular and plural
second person pronouns from the early modern
period, when social interactions becamse less
formal. In literature, the first known use of ‘they™
as a singular gender-neutral pronoun was in a
Mth century French poem.

Historically, we were not entirely satisfied with
the pronouns used at the time. There have been
brief attempts at inventing and using a
gender-neutral third-person singular pronoun
such as ‘thon’ in the 18805 = meaning ‘that one’.
Kelly Ann Sippell’s thesis in 1991 has a long list of
gender-neutral pronouns in singular third person
that were proposed in the past 150 years, These
incude hes, hiser, hem, ons, e, heer, he'er, hesh,
se, heesh, herim, co, tey, per, na, en, herm, em,
hir, and shey. This is not even a complete list.

Use in the technology industry
Pronoun usage has entered the technology
Industry discourse in recent times, especially as
mundels become sophisticated enough to pass the
Turing test. Suggestions include using the
first-person neopronouns such as xe’ or ‘ze”. But
they are already used by people who identify as
gender neutral. Therefore, we should invent an
entirely different set of pronouns for AL

tors should not squander the
opportunity to fix this problem at this early stage
before conventional pronouns for Al catch on. To
have a structured approach, regulators need to
work with lexicographers and linguists 1 seta
standard for the major languages to start with.
Mandates related 1o pronouns can then be added
to style guides for prompt engineering of Al
mundels. Arguably, even if we were to lose an
emotional connection with Al, we would build a
trusted and transparent online environment.
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Dilemmas of India’s great power ambitions

6 Tt ki off & glolal posver will

w Ingdia be?” There are those who

arge that India should aspire o

be a great power and assert its grovis wer
i:!eng:ﬁmﬁb-:w.eﬁ arg\mm%‘:uhuifﬂmﬂd
focus on tee wplift of millions of s people above
the porerty line, improve govermance and
reconcile within the country before venturing
it miaking a beter world.

It i 2 Ealse binary. Noowithstanding the
jedquaally faulry) byper-natioralist and
deeply-pessimistic narratives, the story of the rise
of India, and the arvendant chalbenges, must be
proactively and critically — for the kind
ol powes ?mtauuulﬂ Mﬂ%g‘f‘dﬂ ot anly define
the furure of the world in important ways, but,
il definitely, shape the desting of its L4 billion
tand growing clizens.

Ignoring or dismissing the glolal
corsequences of 3 rising Indis's power is unwise,
bt doing so without being rooted in the realities
ol the country's inherent limitatiors would be a
sirategic blunder.

Power and its

Let 153 start with the India of 1991 — a weak, poor,
and deeply beleaguered coumry with a foreign
exchange reserve ol 5.8 hillion and a nominal
GO of 27001 billion. For a population of 846
mtillion, around 50% of whism were poar, those
were miserable figures. Despite effors w diffuse
fears of a nuclear war, prospects of an
India-Pakistan clash loomexd, and violence in
Kashinir was 3 is peak. The collapse ol India's
rrusted partner, the Soviet Union on the one
hand, and sirained rebstions with the United
States on the other further weighed on the
country’s ruling elite. Armerican officials kept a
chose watch on India and Pakistan and their
nuclear plans, and occasionally ravelled w the
subenmtinent w counsel the cantankerous
nefghbours.

Fast forward three decades 1o 2023 Indias
foreign exchange reserve las grown to around
2500 billion, and 2 war with Pakistan is not
something Indian keaders lose sheep over — China
has taken tat place thowgh — and there is a
peneral sense of foreign policy optimism. The
redorms initiated aier the 1991 sconomic crisis
not only bed 1o higher GOP growth but also
significant poverty reduction

Fanked 2 the world's Aith langest econooy,
Indias nominal GOP could soon wouch $4 trilliong
it has one of the militaries in the world
with over a hundred nuclear weapons. The LS. is
now onve off Indias closest frends, and New Delhi
enjoss strong relatiomships with several powerful
staes around the world. The visionary
nvestments msde over the several decades
are ndww beginming 1o bear fruit with a permissive
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external atmosphers for the countrys rise.

India is abso one of the: pivotsl swing powers of

the contemparary international system,

¢ bocated, and often playing both sides
with great elan. The great power politics around
the Ukraine war brought renewed locus on
India's role in world politics. The 1S, and the
wealthy West want India to be on their side. An
enmbartled Russian Federation i doing everything
it can o ensure India does not e s back on
Mosconw. Therne ane serions sugmestions that India
should mediate berween Ukraine and Russia o
larings am end po the war.

Mew Delhi, increasingly, uses the language of
medistion in gld:alchmﬂ'?s)anﬂheirg a brridge
berween the north and south and east and west,
indirectly indicating that it i a major “pole’ in
world politics. Although 1ens of millions of people
in Irdia seill live in poverry, the country's national
power has increased dramaically, making ita
T with system-shaping capabilities and
intentions. Whether New Delhi is actually
punching above s weight or not 12 something
oy timme will pell.

Other side of the greal power story

Despite being the filth langess economy in the
world, s GDIP per capita was 51,947 in 2021
whereas that of Bangladesh, ar $2.337, was mone
thean that of India even though Bangladesh is only
the 40th kurgest milizary in e world. The
argument from this comparison is 2 well-known
one: GOP and milicary serength do not equal the
well-being of & coumtry™s citizens. But al the same
time, the well-being of 8 country's population
dioes not equal wthe gross masterial power that a
state can bring 1o bear in fs foreign and security
policies.

Inlis is abso beset with major infrastructural
and governance isoes: ease of doing business
may have improved, but starting a business
withou a brilse is sl not essy. A few days of rain
larings the national capital 1o its knees, year after
wear. Regional, casre, ethnic and religious
divisions run deep. India’s domestic challenges
will comtinge po distract the anention of s
political beaders from anending 1o global
problems. For the Indian politician, foreign policy
is & lusury she/he cannot afford.

O of the most pressing concerns ke India®s
political chss is o reduce poverty and improve
thee well-being of millions of Indians lving under
e poverty line, a task vt is bound o divert s
artention from serious external engsgements.
When the political class gives seant atention Lo
the country’s foreign and security policy, as it
usually happers in the case of Indi, it is
managed by career bursaueras who ususlly do
ol diverge froem rats and avoid raking
even remotely risky decisions. Withowt political

will, foreigm policy ends o be on sutopill.

The presence of 3 weak economy ako tempers
the Indian eites appetite for external
engagement. Over time, the e has v,
bt that does not dhange the E::uhaz meppg;iul
class can only allocate so much sttention (o
foreign and security palicies if the country B
economically weak and large sections of the
population are living in poverty.

More so, 3 weak domestic econony prevenis
politicians from allocaring adequate fesources for
foreign policy objectives. For imstance, the
Parliamertary Comminee on External Affairs
{2022-23) observed that “despite an inerease in
the overall budger allocation of the Governmen
of India, the allocation made 10 MEA [the
Mindstry of External Alfairs] in percentage terms
e witnessed a dowrward turm during the ks
fouer years and during 200223 i i only 0.44% of
the Government of India’s overall Budge™ The
ooemimittee further sabd we “do not find swch
allocation in consonance with the country's rising
apirations and prowing global staure™. Perhaps
the country is simply urable to do so.

The combined eflect of such domestic
challenges is likely 1o be a political elive distracted
by more immediae domestic considerations
rather than the grandeur of great power seanes.

Embrace power

S0, should India refrain from shaping the global
ordher umniil it domestic challerges are resolved,
a6 the pessimists would have it? Or should Indis
contimee o assert {8 place in the world and
apine 10 be 3 grear power?

Even though India's domestic inasbilities will
contimee 10 moderate jts ability w influence the
world order belring of its size and ambition,
being unwilling 10 engage and shape it would be a
arrategic blunder. B you are not a rule shaper, you
are a rube txker. India has no choice but o
influence and shape the global order 1o meet s
foreign policy objectives which would have
significant impact on it econoaic growth,
security environment and beal and geo
economic interests. Be it del restruciuring,
climate change, global trade or non-proliferation,
New Delhi can ill afford to let someone else make
the rules and abide by them. Whether it likes it or
not, India's impact on the world onder i a given,
and, in a ghobalised world, the relationship
between a state’s global influence and domestic
groath is an unawoidable one.

Indlia’s ability vo shape imermational politics
st also be a reflection of its domestie aontext,
and s global engagement must necessarily be
geared wwards the well-being of its people.
Nesither is stravegic autarky an option noe is
India’s ssertiveness on the Slge 3 matler
of natbonalistic hubris or oficious vanitg.
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