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Making sense of the employment challenge

ﬁm‘gmuﬂdimumibcpr
ieve a larger national outpur,
MK Narayama Murthy, the founder of

India’s iconic business house, Infosys,
bas issued something akin toa o his
c,nrng:mmln.pa.rhnll:.rbe a M+-hour
work week. To strengthen his case be has poinied
to the of and G after the
bours than we do-on average in India today. tis
imdeed onrrect that these countries had a
mirzculows rise in the 1950s, bt is the
comparison valid? Can Indians simply choose i
waork langer hours so replicate their experienoe?
This is not olwious.

Output, demand and kabour

Ever since the Keynesian Bevolution in
ECOTHHTICS, Wi ke H:n.l:n:l.rq:l.rt is determined
by aggregate demand, which is the demand for
the sotal valume of goods and services produced

fior goods. Firms that employ more Bbour while
demand has not imcreased will find
tves with unsold goods. S0, an offer by
workers to work longer bours will not ensure that
they will find Ent 50 as firms are
g v e e

Firms are guided by the profit motive and will
employ more bbour only if there is increased
demand for their product. Unemploymens
reflects just that — workers willing to work buat
firms umwilling to employ them for it would be
umprofitahle for them. The role of depand for
goads and services in determining the demand
fiar labouar may be seen in the by-offs in the ech”
zch:\rﬂu'hn]]}x the beginning, of this vear. Since

when the demand for their products was bigh
due tothe lockdown or the work-from-homse
arrangement. In a variam of the 'just i dme
nrquwh:uhy ing firms are
besmant to hold an mverrory of materiaks for
softwane services companies (2 t Mr.
I.m.'&ﬁz.n].:.l'u.\lu.l'l:'l'l]. umdm:h&mdn:mﬂ
optimise the number of employers ‘an the
bencly', ie., waiting in be deployed in
praduction. o, when there 15 unemploymen, o
exhon workers to- work longer hours is somewhat
irrelevant, even when # is not meant iobe
callous.
tiow, what about Germany and fapan in the
early post-War years? Actualy, nothing
demonstrases the role of the demand for labour
services being a crucial determinant of hours
worked than the history of these sconomies.

Undlersiamading
the history and
experience of
Germarny, Japain
ard South

Ko will add
clarity o the
oonbext in
which the
recent proposal
that Inlizns
work [or 70
Iours a week
wits Irameed

Their economies were pubverised by the
relentless hombing during the Second World War.
They had also experienced a decline in their
workforces due to greater martality, both from

I:m'\el:nd.md:ﬂmddmhhk atask
requiring massive deployment of labour given the
scale of the devastation. It is also neoessary to
keep in mind where the financial beft for the
expansion of employment came from. In the case
of west Germany, there was the Marshall Plan by
which the Linited States bad assisted the
country’s revival. If it bad been insisted that the
post-war recovery of Europe had to be confined
o private enterprise, the revival would surely
bave mken far longer. In face, it was ot of an
ashme assessmen of wha private initiathve could
bave achiesed in the contess that the World Bank,
BOVErmmEnts, was set up. 5o,
d‘m\:ry%l‘nchng howrs clocked in post-war
ecanomies of the mid-20ch cemtury is sl gemeris.

The case of Souwth Korea

Though it was not mentioned by Mr. Narayana
by, amother economy that sm long waorking
beorrs in this was South Korea. Some of its
featares are similar to those that had prevailed in
Germany and Japan then. I ton was recovering
froam a war, though a different one, and its

PESUFRENCE Wils ried by considerable
E:\u':'tpuud 1 fmrnr}rr_'.s..nfwhid‘l:llz

I'l:n.l:u:: COETUTICN h:u]]l:huemmem isa
mnmm:lsucel:meu Hﬂ.l:Lil.IH}lﬂtﬂ.E
accompanied their post-war reconstruction. It is
mat inconceivahle that there was a volumtary
ptg.'-:i':ﬂ:m'tnumhﬂdl}: nation after a
shared catastrophe impased by *fareigners’.
dimension in Korea
though - a dicta that sw the
commandeering of men to work in

the coumsryside on large-scale projects of

ure.. The hi
m#umdmmﬂe i
witnessed in a sysiem in which kbour was
allocated acoording to considerstion of profit.
The case of high working hours in G s and
mmhﬂmmdd]:dﬂ:elxt:m
bypdirﬁ.n'bd:.l:gmﬂmmn,isnﬂm
expe the pressm
mlrrduhmau'ﬁu where mn:l:.llz
anmufpmﬁ::ndmﬂumn

ruled ouil. Inthes economic rise of the three
coumtries mentioned, it was post-war
recanstruction that provided the demand for
greater oupa in the first instance. Longer
workdays had followed.

Econamic strategies for Imdia
D it miean, then, that there is an ron b of
the market pinming s down helplesly to high
umemployment through low aggregate demmand in
Indn’m:tﬂm:uemm
here can aitempt. The first is to
miarket ar workd RO T
:hdumtammmy.btrtlrdn‘sgmdsuwld
liave o be globally compesitive. Here, the
experience of $outh Korea i relevant. As most of
the produsced inputs into production are availble
to all countries via trade, 2 country’s
i s ult desermined by the
Erodlcivey of e ek anc the physica
infrastruciune that complements hbour. The
strength and of a warkdorce, manifiested
prmdl.m'tif.fmmhmdmnhﬂhmdﬂ.m
bath these categories, India’s workers are @ a
disachantage oompared to the most successful
eoonomies of Asia. To have not brought its
workers on a par with the rest bas prevemed
India from wsing the world market to grow., It can
dio 50 now
A seonnd muse o greater cutput and
employment & to expand the domestic markes -
and this aggregate demand. To see how this can
b dome, that the produces
bt fond mﬂpﬂdh;:lumm
services. These are placed differently in relation
needs. If food can be
pmﬁmﬂdm;:mmlnwumd!mqlmm:ufbe
majority of Indian housshalds would rise. They
wiuld mow bave mare 1o spend an
BT ual and services
mdmﬂhrﬂmmhmhﬂﬁmm
the demand meeded to spur production in the
rest of the v And with this, will
&Dw‘.%mﬁwﬂu.ﬂm
without the longer hours in question.
In comclusion, it canmot be emphasised
e that Mr. Marmyana Murthy's proj that
Immmﬁr:mmamfuinfm
Eﬂ'l}memﬂ:e&!mu]!ecmclbenqmuﬁed
work howrs and a mingmum wage stipulation
exist. Ethmographic studies of India’s informal
secior show that in some of its segments,
umorganised workers are already labouring this
at low w and withoart any siach
l;r?mmllem Eduﬂecpnmmm&m
lomg arm of the biw to ensure acoreptable w
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A fact check unit that is unconstitutional

he Government of Tamil Nadu issued an

order recently to set up a Fact Check Unit

with the intent of checking across all
media platforms the awthenticity of information
related o the Government of Tamil Nadu. This
government order (G0 is violative of several
fundamental rights guaranteed by the
Comstitution of India, and is unconstiout onally
vague and arbitrary.

Earlier this year, the Government of India had
amended the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021, to set up a fact check unit in
order to identify “fake, false or misleading”
information in respect of “any business of the
Central Government". These rules were
challenged before the Bombay High Court, and
the judgment is expected to be delivered on
December 1. The Government of India gave an
undertaking to the High Court that the fact check
umnit will not be notified until the judgment. Even
thouwgh the G0 has a passing reference to these
provisions of the IT Rules, it does not disclose the
undertaking given by the Government of India to
the Bombay High Court.

Scope of the Tamil Nadu unit

The operative part of the GO isswed by the
Government of Tamil Nadu says that the fact
check unit will check the veracity of information
related o the announcements, policies, schemes,
muidelines and initiatives of the Government of
Tamil Nadu. Annexure [11 to the GO has more
details on the unit's functioning.

The fact check unit has been given powers to
take suo motu copnisance of social media
posts/articles that require fact checking. Needless
to say, it can also act on complaints received by
them from anyone. Identified complaints are
then researched using various face checking tooks
and verified through government sources such as
websites, press releases, and government social
media accounts. The information will then be
split into actionable and non-actionable pools.
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The
Government of
Tamil Nadu's
order viokates
several
fundamental
rights and is
riddled with
many illegalities

Complaints under the first category will then be
forwarded to the authorities concerned to initiate
legal action. Further, after verifying the
authenticity of the information from the
authorised source of the government, the fact
check unit will disseminate creative contents
through its social media platforms to create
AWaAreness.

A violation of settled principles

This part of the GO violates several settled
principles of law. There is no doubt that it creates
a chilling effect on the freedom of speech and
expression, a fundamental right guaranteed
under Article ¥9(I)(a) of the Constitution. This can
only be reasonably restricted under Article 19(2)
in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of
India, security of the state, friendly relations with
foreign states, public order, decency or morality,
or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or
inciterment to an offence. More importantly, such
restriction under Article 19%2) can only be by way
of a “law”, which, as held by the Supreme Court
of India, must be legislation passed by the State.
Thus, itis sertled law that a GO cannot impose
restrictions an the freedom of speech and
expression. It is also pertinent to note that
“public interest™ is not a ground under Article
192} to restrict the freedom of speech and
eXpression.

The fact check unit has been tasked with
checking the authenticity of any information
related to the Government of Tamil Nadu. Now,
the phrase “information related to the
Government of Tamil Nadu" has not been defined
in the GO, thereby making it unconstitutionally
vague and arbitrary. Would an opinion authored
by an economist criticising economic/social
policies of the government or an investigative
article by a journalist fall under the lens of the
fact check unit? This ambiguity will have a
chilling effect on the freedom of speech and
expression of Indian citizens. This will effectively
choke the flow of information to the public,

which goes against the principles of participative
democracy.

The GO isriddled with other illegalities. The
scheme of the GO does not provide for an
opporiunity of hearing to the author of the post,
who can be a journalist, researcher, comedian,
satirist, or members of the opposition political
party. Thus, the government has become the
Jjudge, jury, and executioner on the authenticity
of any information related to the Government of
Tamil Nadu.

A challenge that all democracies face
The introductory paragraph of the GO states that
the emergence of social media and its related
issues. of mis/disinformation, fake news, and hate
speech have necessitated the creation of the fact
check unit by the State government. This is only
partly true because hate speech has no direct
nexus with information related to the
Government of Tamil Madu, which & the foous of
the fact check unit. Indeed, mis/disinformation
and fake news are a challenge for democracies
throughout the world. This was most evident
during the U.5. presidential election of 2016, the
Brexit referendum and the Colombizan
referendum of 201€. The situation is no different
in India wherein politicians and TV anchors
However, the GO issued by the Government of
Tamil Nad is not a sofution to curb
mis/disinformation and fake news. Consultations
need to be held with all stakeholders including
the public and intermediaries such as Facebook,
X, and Google. For instance, in Europe, the
European Commission issued the Code of
Practice on Disinformation on September 26,
2018, after a broad consultative process and
opinion poll covering all member States. These
measures include suppart for an independent
netwaork of fact-checkers and promoting media
literacy. There is no magic wand here, bat a
state-run fact check unit will only cause more
harm to society.
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