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Listen to the people, not the numbers

Incomes are not growing sufficiently or

sustainably for very lange numbers of
pecple. Even though overall GDP growth is good,
there is increasing pressure for reservations of
Jjobs for all “economically weaker” sections
regardbess of caste or religion.

Economists on both sides, for the government

and those sgainst it, are debating whether the
economy s creating enough jobs and are
questioning the veracity of the government’s
data. Those against the government also want 1o
show that the problem of growth with insufficient
jobs has been created by the policies of the
present government and not the previous one.
They are like Sheikh Chilli, who was looking for
his bost keys under the lamp, rather than in the
darkmess where he bost them. The dara ks what
they can see, but it cannot explain the problem,
and will not point to the right soluthons.

he Indian economy has an incomes
T problem, not a growth problem.

The 1.5, economy

The L5, economy seems to be doing well
according to its headline economic numbers.
Growth is good and employment mumbers have
‘been improving. Yet, polls show that a large
majority of LS. citizens are dissarisfied with the
state of their economy. This has become a major
Issue before the presidential elections, scheduled
fior nexe November. The LS. President even
walked with strildng autoworkers demanding a
fair deal from their employers. LS. statistics of
growth and employment, whose veracdity no one
doubis, are not measering what really matters w
comman citizens. Workers want a fair deal and
adequate and secure incomes 1o cope with
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inflation. The President agreed with the workers
that CEOs of auto companies were paying
themselves far too much while asking workers to
tighten their belts to improve the competitiveness

of LL5. companies.

Jobs that are not ‘good”

The overall problem of incomes in India,
according to economists, is thar insufficient
numbers have moved out of agriculure into
manufacturing. This has been the historical
pattern for sustainable growth in all countries,
inchuding the U.5. a hundred vears ago, and China
muore recently. India‘s policymakers thought they
had found a short-cut in the 1990s, directly from
agriculture to services, with the boost in the
growth of exportable Information Technobogy
services. The short-cut has ended in a cul-de-sac.
There is very litthe room in high-end services to
abaorh the large numbers of young Indians in
need of jobs. Moreover, these jobs require levels
of education that people in rural areas do not
have. Therefore, when they move out of
agriculture, they need work that fits thelr present
abiliies, and puts them onto a ladder that they
can climb. They need jobs where they can learn
higher skills and earn more. Labour-intensive
manufacturing, services, and construction
provide them the first step. The millions of
Indians who have moved out of sgriculiure in the
Last three decades moved into such jobs.

The problem is that the jobs they have,
Irrespective of the sector, are not “good” jobs:
they do not pay enough, they are temporary or
on short contracts, and they do not provide social
seCurity or assiktance to develop further skills. In
fact, even in large, modern, manufacturing
enterprises, workers are employed through
comtractors o provide employers with
“flexibility~ to reduce costs. Contract workers are
paid much less than regular workers. They have
Insecure employment and are not assisted to
develop higher skills.

The world is at a turning point. New ideas of
economics are required to create a maore
environmentally sustainable and socially
harmondious future before it ks too late. Statistics
of growth and employment measure what we
used to think should be measured. New concepts
of “work™ are required; also new designs of
enterprises in which the work is done; as well as
new evaluations of the social and economic
relationships between participants in these
enterprises. The drive for green, organic, and
“local” po reduce carbon emissions and improve
care of the environment will make small

enterprises beantiful again. “Economies of
scope” will determine the viability of enterprises
rather than “economies of scale™. Denser, local,
economic webs will develop, rather than long,
global supply chains through which specialised
products made on scale in different parts of the
world are connecting producers with consumers
in other distant parts.

The economic value in caregiving

Attention will shifi towards creating genuine
“social” enterprises, rather than enterprises for
creating economic efficiencies and surpluses
which corporate enterprises are designed for.
Those who provide care, and their work of
caregiving, must be valued more than economists
walue them today. In the present paradigm of
economic growth, caregivers, raditionally
wormen, are plucked out of families — which area
natural social enterprise — o work in factories,
offices, and retail, in enterprises designed to
produce monetary economic value. When
economists measure women's participation in the
Labour force, they value only what women do in
formal enterprises for money. They seem to
assign no value 1o the “informal” work they do
ourside their homes to eam maoney, whether as
domestic caregivers in others’ homes or on family
farms. Moreover, they are unable to see any
economic value in the caregiving they provide
without monetary compensation in their families
and communities.

The prevalent paradigm of economic theory i
distorting social organisations, which families
are, 1o suit the requirements of corporations,
which are formal economic erganisations. Thus,
the money-measured economy (GDF) grows,
while the care that humans can and should give
each other reduces. Mezsurements of economic
growth and employment must not be mired any
Bonger im 20th-century concepts of economic
growth. They must be reformed to reflect forms
of work and enterprises we want more of in the
fumre.

For this paradigm shift, the process of

mst begin with listening to those
who have not been given much value in the
present economic paradigm: to workers,
small-holding farmers, small entrepreneurs, and
women. Presently, their views are over-ruled by
those who have power in the present paradigm:
experts in economics, large financial instittion
and barge business corporations. The lesson for
policymakers is this. Don't count on historical
statistics to good policy for the future:
listen 1o the people and what matters to them.
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Reporting animal cruelty makes children safer

In 2007, the Union Ministry of Women and

Child Development published the Largest
empirical study about the incidence of child
abuse in India. The study specifically examined
the prevalence of physical abuse, sexual abuse,
emational abuse, and girl child neglect in India. It
found that two out of every three children were
physically abused, over half the children reported
having faced one or more forms of sexual abuse,
and every second child reported facing emotional
abuse. Despite these troubling statistics, the
factors contributing to child abuse remain
unaddressed.
Child abuse in India has been attributed to the
structure and size of the family, lack of effective
implementation of law, poverty, illiteracy, and
even cultural factors. However, one crucial
element that has been missing from the discourse
on child protection in India is the link between
victims of child abuse and animal cruelty, which

C hild abuse is grave and rampant in India.

Animal cruelty and child abuse

The link between animal cruelty and human
violence first came to light in 1751 with William
Hogarth's Four Stages of Cruelty. Since then,
there have been a plethora of studies highlighting
this undeniable link. A 1980 pilot study
conducted in England found evidence that
suggested that children are at risk of abuse or
neglect in households that abuse their family pet.
Accarding to the study, out of the 23 families that
had a histary of animal abuse, 83% had been
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identified by human social service agencies as
having children at risk of abuse or neglect. A
different study of 53 families in which child abuse
had occurred, carried out in New Jersey (1.5.), in
1983, found that animal abuse and child abuse
coroccurred in 88% of the cases.

In a 2019 study on homes with interpersonal
violence in the US., it was found that in 12.3% of
the cases, threats and violence wowards animals
are used as a means to coerce children into
compliance so that they do not report the abuser.
As per the study, since animals are threatened to
result in compliance of the child, some of this
violence is done without the knowledge of ather
caregivers, and children are reluctant to discuss
the animal abuse for fear of what might happen
o the animal or themselves.

Easier to detect
Further, in many cases, animal abuse is easier to
detect than child abuse and is also usually easier
far victims of domestic viokence {including
children) to report. Early identifications of homes
with animal abuse may save other human victims
encountering abuse. This can also serve as
circumstantial evidence in custody and child
abuse hearings as it is difficult for children to
provide detailed accounts of their own abuse.
There is a strong link between animal cruelty
and child abuse and there is an urgent need to
investigate it further in the Indian context. Even
though law enforcement agencies in other
countries have devated resources to studying the
co-occurrence of animal cruelty with other forms

of violent crimes, especially crimes against
children, there is no study that empirically
assesses this link in India.

Enforcing anti-cruelty laws

In fact, the Kational Crime Records Burean does
not even collect data on offences registered and
prosecuted under the Prevention of Cruelty to
Amimals Act, 1960. As studies in other countries
have shown, the collection and aggregation of
this data can prove to be a significant toaol for law
enforcement agencies to understand how
different crimes overlap, and prevent the
occurrence of these crimes.

Poor enforcement of anti-cruelty laws
therefore not enly harms animals, but also
human victims of viclence. Reporting animal
abuse and consistently enforcing anti-cruelty laws
can act as a deterrent for further acts of violence
against not only animals but also humans. It is
therefore imperative to repart, register and

prosecute cases invalving animal cruelty.

The link shows us that both human and animal
victims of crime are prone to victimisation by the

rator. There is an opportunity for
5ta|whn]dzr5 in the child protection and animal
protection movements to collaborate to meet
their collective objective of reducing abuse.

Reporting and prosecuting animal abuse is not
just about saving animals; it is about protecting

our children from vielence and securing a
I:mghtef future for them. Understanding this
important link can stop the cyce of violence at its
source and help make our children safer.
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